
 

ZONING BYLAWS 
EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 6, 1996 | AS APPROVED BY THE VOTERS ON NOVEMBER 5, 1996 

 

INCORPORATES CHANGE 1, EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997 

INCORPORATES CHANGE 2, EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 1997 

INCORPORATES CHANGE 3, EFFECTIVE APRIL 16, 2003 

AMENDED FEBRUARY 1, 2010, EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 23, 2010 

AMENDED AUGUST 27, 2012, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 17, 2012 

AMENDED MAY 20, 2013, EFFECTIVE JUNE 10, 2013 

AMENDED SEPTEMBER 6, 2016, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 

AMENDED SEPTEMBER 5, 2017, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 

AMENDED OCTOBER 30, 2017, EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 20, 2017 

AMENDED SEPTEMBER 17, 2018, EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 8, 2018 

AMENDED OCTOBER 15, 2018, EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 5, 2018 

AMENDED APRIL 26, 2021, EFFECTIVE MAY 17, 2021 

AMENDED JANUARY 31, 2022, EFFECTIVE February 22, 2022 

AMENDED OCTOBER 5, 2022, EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 20, 2022 





CONTENTS 
Article I Adoption & Purpose .................................................................................................................................. 1 

Article II Zoning Districts ......................................................................................................................................... 2 

Article III District Objectives and District regulations ............................................................................................... 3 

Article IV General Provisions ................................................................................................................................. 12 

Article V Nonconforming Uses .............................................................................................................................. 16 

Article VI Off-street Parking Regulations ............................................................................................................... 17 

Article VII Subdivision Regulations ........................................................................................................................ 19 

Article VIII Miscellaneous...................................................................................................................................... 24 

Article IX Site Plans ............................................................................................................................................... 28 

Article X Mobile Home Parks ................................................................................................................................ 30 

Article XI Flood Hazard Regulations....................................................................................................................... 32 

Article XII Planned Unit Developments .................................................................................................................. 42 

Article XIII Administration and Enforcement ......................................................................................................... 45 

Article XIV Amendments, Interpretation, Effective Date ........................................................................................ 49 

Article XV Personal Wireless Service Facilities ....................................................................................................... 50 

Article XVI Signage ................................................................................................................................................ 57 

Article XVII Definitions .......................................................................................................................................... 70 

Allowed Land Use Matrix ...................................................................................................................................... 83 

Minimum Requirements for Development ............................................................................................................ 84 

Zoning District Map .............................................................................................................................................. 86 

 





 

T o w n  o f  L y n d o n  Z o n i n g  B y l a w s  | 1  
 

Article I ADOPTION & PURPOSE 
1.1 Adoption 

In accordance with 24 V.S.A. Chapter 117 §§ 4411, §4414, and 4424, 10 V.S.A. Chapter 32, and 24 VSA Chapter 59, 
the Town of Lyndon, Vermont hereby establishes the following ordinance as its zoning bylaws for the Town of 
Lyndon, which includes the Village of Lyndonville, and adopts the official zoning map for the Town of Lyndon. 
Except as additionally described below, all administrative procedures follow municipal procedures under 24 VSA 
Chapter 117. 

 

1.2 Purpose 
It is the purpose of these bylaws to provide for the orderly development of the Town of Lyndon in accordance with 
and to carry out the Lyndon Town Plan; to regulate the subdivision and uses of land and buildings in the town; to 
preserve and conserve the natural environment within the Town of Lyndon; to mitigate the burden of property 
taxes on agricultural, forest and other open lands; to protect residential, agricultural and other areas from undue 
concentrations of population and buildings and overcrowding of land, from traffic congestion, and from the loss of 
peace, quiet and privacy that presently characterizes the town; to maintain the historic settlement pattern within 
the town, and to promote the growth of the town consistent with that traditional settlement pattern; to foster a 
strong and diverse economy providing satisfying and rewarding job opportunities and to expand economic 
opportunities within the town while at the same time maintaining high environmental standards; to maintain and 
enhance the recreational opportunities within the town; to encourage and strengthen agricultural and forest 
industries and related businesses; to promote the availability of safe, sanitary, decent and affordable housing for 
all residents of the town; and to manage areas at risk of flood and fluvial erosion damage in the Town of Lyndon. 
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Article II ZONING DISTRICTS 
2.1 Establishment of Zoning Districts 
Establishment of Zoning Districts.  The Town of Lyndon is divided into the following 10 zoning districts and one 

overlay district:  

 

2.1.1  Rural Residential  
2.1.2  Residential Neighborhood  
2.1.3  Village and Main 
2.1.4  Park  
2.1.5  Industrial  
2.1.6  Commercial  
2.1.7  Lyndon Corner Industrial  
2.1.8  Institutional Control  
2.1.9 Industrial/Commercial District 
2.1.10  Flood Hazard Overlay District  
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Article III DISTRICT OBJECTIVES AND DISTRICT REGULATIONS  
 

3.1 Rural Residential 
The Rural Residential District contains land that has and should retain a low density of use, and which should be 
primarily restricted to agricultural, forestry, outdoor recreational and residential use.  The Rural Residential District 
is characterized by the lack of a network of improved roads, municipal services such as water supply and sewage 
treatment and disposal, and the remoteness of the district from commercial centers. 

The following are the permitted and conditional uses that are allowed in the Rural Residential District: 

3.1.1 Permitted Uses 
3.1.1.1 Agriculture* 
3.1.1.2 Forestry* 
3.1.1.3 Single-household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit) 
3.1.1.4 Two-household dwelling 
3.1.1.5 Home occupation 
3.1.1.6 Recreational camp or Cabin 

 

3.1.2 Conditional Uses 
3.1.2.1 Multi-household dwelling 
3.1.2.2 Public building or facility* 
3.1.2.3 Outdoor recreation 
3.1.2.4 Light industry 
3.1.2.5 Planned Unit Development 
3.1.2.6 Extraction of earth resources 
3.1.2.7 Bed and Breakfast 
3.1.2.8 Childcare facility 
3.1.2.9 Mobile home park 
3.1.2.10 Campground 
3.1.2.11 Church* 
3.1.2.12 School* 
3.1.2.13 Medical clinic 
3.1.2.14 Private club 
3.1.2.15 Cemetery 
3.1.2.16 Fairgrounds 
3.1.2.17 Personal Wireless Service Facilities 
3.1.2.18 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in 

Sections 3.1.1 and 3.1.2. 
 

* In accordance with 24 VSA Section 4413 
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3.2 Residential Neighborhood 
The Residential Neighborhood Districts consist of land presently developed primarily for single household 
dwellings, and the surrounding areas.  Future residential development in the Town should be encouraged and can 
be expected to occur in the residential neighborhoods that presently exist.  The maximum residential development 
in any one neighborhood should not exceed the capacities of sewage disposal and water systems as they exist 
from time to time, police protection services, fire department services, utilities, and present or planned municipal 
facilities.   

The following are the permitted and conditional uses that are allowed in the Residential Neighborhood Districts: 

3.2.1 Permitted Uses 
3.2.1.1 Single- household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit) 
3.2.1.2 Two- household dwelling 
3.2.1.3 Home occupation 

3.2.2 Conditional Uses 
3.2.2.1 Multi- household dwelling 
3.2.2.2 Public building or facility*  
3.2.2.3 Planned Unit Development 
3.2.2.4 Childcare facility 
3.2.2.5 Outdoor recreation 
3.2.2.6 Mobile home park 
3.2.2.7 Church* 
3.2.2.8 Personal Wireless Service Facilities 
3.2.2.9 Agriculture* 
3.2.2.10 Forestry* 
3.2.2.11 School* 

 

* In accordance with 24 VSA Section 4413 
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3.3 Village and Main 
The Village and Main District is composed of North Main Street and the Village Center. This was the first section of 
Lyndonville to be developed and contains many buildings of historical, architectural, and social value with a 
mixture of commercial and residential uses. Future development in this district should follow Smart Growth 
principles of mixed land use, compact building design, walking and biking connections, design elements that create 
a sense of place, connection to opens space and natural beauty, and provide a range of housing, shopping, and 
eating choices.  

Buildings in the district must be at least (2) stories tall, meet the Design Overlay features, provide active ground 
floor use in mixed-use buildings, and provide useable space on the upper floors of commercial buildings. The Town 
should continue to seek opportunities to provide incentives to the owners of land and buildings in this District to 
improve the Village Center and Main Street’s appearance and vitality as a great place to live, work, and play.  

The following are the permitted and conditional uses that are allowed in the Village and Main District: 

3.3.1 Permitted Uses 
3.3.1.1 Retail store or service 
3.3.1.2 Single- household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit) 
3.3.1.3 Two- and multi- household dwelling 
3.3.1.4 Office 
3.3.1.5 Restaurant 
3.3.1.6 Bar/Cocktail lounge/Tavern/Brewery 
3.3.1.7 Lodging establishment 
3.3.1.8 Indoor recreation/arts/community facility 
3.3.1.9 Funeral home 
3.3.1.10 Home occupation 

3.3.2 Conditional Uses 
3.3.2.1 Planned Unit Development 
3.3.2.2 Public building or facility* 
3.3.2.3 Car wash 
3.3.2.4 Fuel distribution/Gas Station 
3.3.2.5 Childcare facility 
3.3.2.6 Adult care facility 
3.3.2.7 Church*  
3.3.2.8 Bank/Financial Institution 
3.3.2.9 School* 
3.3.2.10 Medical clinic 
3.3.2.11 Private club 
3.3.2.12 Personal Wireless Service Facilities  
3.3.2.13 Agriculture* 
3.3.2.14 Forestry* 
3.3.2.15 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in 

Sections 3.3.1 and 3.3.2. 
 

* In accordance with 24 VSA Section 4413 
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3.4 Park 
The Park District is the area surrounding the Village Green and extending southerly on Park Avenue from Maple 
Street to Center Street.  The Park District is of vital historical and architectural importance to the Town of Lyndon 
and must be counted as one of the major assets of the Town and the Northeast Kingdom.  The physical appearance 
of the Park District should be preserved.  The present buildings in the Park District were originally constructed as 
single-household dwellings, but these buildings have, with the passage of time, become inefficient and expensive 
to occupy and maintain.  Other uses that will enable the owners of property in the Park District to earn income 
from these buildings, but are compatible with the present appearance of and uses in the Park District, should be 
allowed so that the Town will not cast an unfair economic burden on the owners of property in the Park District if 
those owners are going to be obligated to help preserve the Park District's present appearance.  When authorizing 
a use other than a single household dwelling in the Park District, the DRB should give primary consideration to the 
preservation of the architectural features and the population density of the Park District in its present form.  All 
structures in the Park District shall have not less than two stories of living or other usable space at and above 
street level.   

The following are the permitted and conditional uses that are allowed in the Park District: 

3.4.1 Permitted Uses 
3.4.1.1 Single- household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit) 
3.4.1.2 Two- household dwelling 
3.4.1.3 Home occupation 

3.4.2 Conditional Uses 
3.4.2.1 Office     
3.4.2.2 Multi-household dwelling containing not more than the number of dwelling units 

in such building on the effective date of these bylaws 
3.4.2.3 Bed and breakfast 
3.4.2.4 Personal Wireless Service Facilities 
3.4.2.5 Agriculture* 
3.4.2.6 Forestry* 
3.4.2.7 Public building or facility* 
3.4.2.8 School* 
3.4.2.9 Church* 
3.4.2.10 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in 

Sections 3.4.1 and 3.4.2, and that is compatible with the architectural features of 
the Park District. 

 

* In accordance with 24 VSA Section 4413 

 

 

 

 



 

T o w n  o f  L y n d o n  Z o n i n g  B y l a w s  | 7  
 

3.5 Industrial 
The Industrial Districts are designed to provide locations for establishing new industry in the town and permitting 
the growth of existing industry in the town in areas appropriate to such land use.  Land in the Industrial Districts (a) 
must have good access to transportation facilities, (b) must not interfere with surrounding land uses, (c) must be 
near readily available utilities, and (d) have feasible access to municipal sewage disposal and water facilities. 

The following are the permitted and conditional uses that are allowed in the Industrial District: 

3.5.1 Permitted Uses 
3.5.1.1 Office 
3.5.1.2 Self-storage facility 
3.5.1.3 Light industry 
3.5.1.4 Wholesale storage of non-hazardous materials 

3.5.2 Conditional Uses 
3.5.2.1 Trucking terminal 
3.5.2.2 Public building or facility* 
3.5.2.3 Manufacturing & fabricating 
3.5.2.4 Research or testing laboratories 
3.5.2.5 Salvage yard 
3.5.2.6 Lumber yard 
3.5.2.7 Fuel distribution/Gas Station  
3.5.2.8 Slaughterhouse 
3.5.2.9 Asphalt or cement or aggregate plant 
3.5.2.10 Wholesale storage of hazardous materials 
3.5.2.11 Recycling center 
3.5.2.12 Incinerator 
3.5.2.13 Motor vehicle repair 
3.5.2.14 Telecommunications and Teleprocessing facilities 
3.5.2.15 Extraction of earth resources 
3.5.2.16 Personal Wireless Service Facilities 
3.5.2.17 Agriculture* 
3.5.2.18 Forestry* 
3.5.2.19 Church* 
3.5.2.20 School* 
3.5.2.21 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in 

Sections 3.5.1 and 3.5.2. 
 

* In accordance with 24 VSA Section 4413 
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3.6 Commercial 
The Commercial District contains land where commercial development should be located. The Commercial District 
has access to good roads, sewage disposal and water supplies, utilities, parking, and other facilities necessary to 
sustain commercial activity. The uses in the District should not interfere with surrounding land uses. Future 
development in the District should follow Smart Growth principles of mixed land use, compact building design, 
walking and biking connections, design elements that create a sense of place, connection to open space and 
natural beauty, and provide a range of housing, shopping, and eating choices. Buildings in the district must be at 
least two (2) stories tall, meet the Design Overlay features, provide active ground floor use in mixed-use buildings, 
and provide useable space on the upper floors of commercial buildings for residences, offices, retail, or lodging.  

The following uses are the permitted and conditional uses that are allowed in the Commercial District: 

3.6.1 Permitted Uses 
3.6.1.1 Single- household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit) 
3.6.1.2 Two- household dwelling 
3.6.1.3 Restaurant 
3.6.1.4 Bar/Cocktail lounge/Tavern/Brewery 
3.6.1.5 Retail store or service 
3.6.1.6 Office 
3.6.1.7 Bank/Financial Institution 
3.6.1.8 Indoor recreation/arts/community facility 
3.6.1.9 Lodging establishment 
3.6.1.10 Home Occupation 

3.6.2 Conditional Uses 
3.6.2.1 Multi- household dwelling 
3.6.2.2 Mobile home park 
3.6.2.3 Self-storage facility  
3.6.2.4 Truck terminal 
3.6.2.5 Car wash 
3.6.2.6 Wholesale storage of non-hazardous materials 
3.6.2.7 Childcare facility 
3.6.2.8 Motor vehicle repairs 
3.6.2.9 Telecommunications and Teleprocessing facilities 
3.6.2.10 Funeral home 
3.6.2.11 Fuel distribution/gas station 
3.6.2.12 Light industry 
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3.6.2.13 Lumber yard 
3.6.2.14 Medical clinic 
3.6.2.15 Private club 
3.6.2.16 Extraction of earth resources 
3.6.2.17 Personal Wireless Service Facilities 
3.6.2.18 Public building or facility* 
3.6.2.19 Agriculture* 
3.6.2.20 Forestry* 
3.6.2.21 School* 
3.6.2.22 Church* 
3.6.2.23 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in 

Sections 3.6.1 and 3.6.2. 
 

* In accordance with 24 VSA Section 4413 

 

 

 

3.7 Lyndon Corner Industrial   
The Lyndon Corner Industrial District is located at the west end of York Street in Lyndon Corner. It is occupied by a 
successful furniture manufacturing company providing substantial employment. It is bordered on the south and 
west by rural land, and on the north and east by a residential area. The purpose of the zone is to minimize the 
adverse effects of a manufacturing facility in a residential and rural area, to protect the capital investment in the 
property and the employment opportunities it provides to the community, and to control the growth of the 
industrial use of the property.  

The following are the permitted and conditional uses that are allowed in the Lyndon Corner Industrial District:  

3.7.1 Permitted Uses 
3.7.1.1 There are no permitted uses in this District 

3.7.2 Conditional Uses 
3.7.2.1 Manufacturing, upon the condition that, in addition to the customary standards 

provided in Section 4.2, each of the performance standards in Section 4.2.5 shall 
be specifically considered. 

3.7.2.2 Agriculture* 
3.7.2.3 Forestry* 
3.7.2.4 School* 
3.7.2.5 Church* 
3.7.2.6 Public building or facility* 

 

* In accordance with 24 VSA Section 4413 
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3.8 Institutional Control Area 
The Institutional Control Area is the area identified in the document titled "Class IV Groundwater Area as approved 
by the Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources on November 6, 2003 and shown in Attachment B of the 
August 23, 2003 Finding of Fact and Reclassification Order, Proposed Groundwater Reclassification at the Parker 
Landfill, Lyndon, Vermont”.  The Institutional Control Area is generally described as a 250-acre area located on the 
southeast side of the Lily Pond Road, which includes the 25-acre area known as the Parker Landfill.  The 250-acre 
area includes a zone where 95% confidence-level statistics indicate that groundwater is contaminated above the 
Vermont Groundwater Enforcement Standards (VGES), and a 200-foot buffer around the upgradient and 
crossgradient areas of the contamination zone.  The downgradient boundary of the reclassification area is the 
Passumpsic River.   Land development in the Institutional Control Area shall be controlled by the District in which it 
is located, and by the restrictions set forth in sections 3.9.1 through 3.9.4 below.  This district is intended solely to 
prohibit (a) land development in any Solid Waste Disposal Area, and (b) the use of ground water taken from the 
Institutional Control Area, pursuant to the recommendations made in the Reclassification Order identified in this 
Section 3.9. 

3.8.1 No land development may take place in any Solid Waste Disposal Area nor in any Industrial 
Waste Disposal Area shown in Attachment B of the August 23, 2003 Finding of Fact and 
Reclassification Order, Proposed Groundwater Reclassification at the Parker Landfill, Lyndon, 
Vermont, which was approved by the Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources. 

3.8.2 No permit shall be issued for any land development within the Institutional Control District 
unless the permit prohibits the taking of water for any industrial, commercial, household, 
agricultural or other use from any well, spring, stream, pond or other ground water source within 
the Institutional Control District. 

3.8.3 No person shall take water from any spring, well, stream, pond or other groundwater source 
located within the Institutional Control District. 

3.8.4 The Development Review Board (DRB) may, after notice and hearing, waive the application of 
the special restrictions imposed in the Institutional Control District if the applicant establishes 
and the DRB finds that the proposed use of water from a water source located within the 
Institutional Control District does not pose any threat to the health, safety or welfare of the 
public or any member of the public.  

 

 

3.9 Industrial/Commercial District  
The Industrial/Commercial District is one suitable for the location of industry and the development of commercial 
enterprises because this District satisfies the criteria set forth in Sections 3.5 and 3.6.  Lot size and setback 
requirements for land development in this District shall be the same as those for either the Industrial or 
Commercial Districts dependent on the category of development proposed. 

3.9.1 Permitted Uses 
3.9.1.1 Any use designated as a permitted use in an Industrial District section 3.5 or a 

Commercial District section 3.6.  
3.9.2 Conditional Uses 

3.9.2.1 Any use designated as a conditional use in an Industrial District section 3.5 or a 
Commercial District section 3.6. 
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3.10 Flood Hazard Overly District   

The Flood Hazard Overlay district and the relevant regulations and development standards are fully 
described in Article XI. 



 

12 | T o w n  o f  L y n d o n  Z o n i n g  B y l a w s  
 

Article IV GENERAL PROVISIONS  
4.1 District Boundaries 

4.1.1 If any district boundary is a road, stream or transportation right of way, the boundary shall be the 
center line thereof.  The abandonment of such roads or other lines shall not hereafter affect the 
location of district boundaries.  In the event of any question regarding the location of a district 
boundary, the location of such boundary as shown on the official zoning map entitled "Town of 
Lyndon Zoning District Map, February 2022" shall control.  When the Administrative Officer (AO) 
cannot determine the location of a district boundary, the Planning Commission shall determine 
the location of such district boundary with reference to the official zoning map and the purposes 
set forth in all relevant provisions of this by-law. 

 

4.2 Permitted and Conditional Uses 
4.2.1 Any use identified as a "Permitted Use" in the table relating to a particular zoning district may be 

commenced, enlarged or altered in such district provided that all of the applicable provisions of 
these zoning   bylaws are satisfied.  Unless a variance or other special action by the Development 
Review Board must first be obtained, a zoning permit shall be obtained from the Administrative 
Officer pursuant to this by-law. 

4.2.2 Any Development identified as a "Conditional Use" in a particular zoning district may be 
commenced, enlarged or altered in such district only after the applicant obtains approval for 
such Development   from the DRB pursuant to Section 4414 (3) of the Act, after public notice and 
hearing, and all other necessary approvals.  No Conditional Use permit shall be granted unless 
the applicant affirmatively establishes and the DRB finds that the proposed Conditional Use will 
not adversely affect: 

4.2.2.1 The capacity of existing or planned community facilities. 
4.2.2.2 The character of the area affected, as defined by the purpose or purposes of the 

zoning district within which the project is located, and specifically stated policies 
and standards of the municipal plan. 

4.2.2.3 Traffic on roads and highways in the vicinity. 
4.2.2.4 By-laws and Ordinances then in effect. 
4.2.2.5 Utilization of renewable energy resources. 
4.2.2.6 Performance standards pursuant to Section 4414 (5) of the Act and Section 4.4.5 

of this bylaw. 
4.2.3 After Conditional Use Approval has been granted, and after required variances or other special 

actions by the DRB are obtained, a zoning permit shall be issued by the Administrative Officer on 
request of the applicant at any time within one year of the granting of the Conditional Use 
Approval.  If the zoning permit is not issued within one year, the Conditional Use Approval shall 
become null and void. 

4.2.4 When determining whether a proposed conditional use will adversely affect the character of the 
area involved, the DRB shall give weight to the well-founded opinions with respect to such 
proposed use of any interested person as defined in Section 4465 (b) of the Act. 
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4.2.5 When granting Conditional Use Approval, the DRB may, in addition to those requirements and 
standards specifically authorized by this by-law, impose other conditions it finds are necessary to 
protect the best interests and property values of adjacent properties, the affected neighborhood, 
or the town, including: 

4.2.5.1 increasing the required lot size or yard dimensions in order to protect adjacent 
properties; 

4.2.5.2 limiting the coverage or height of buildings because of obstructions to the view 
from, reduction of light and air to, and/or to minimize fire hazards to, adjacent 
property; 

4.2.5.3 controlling the location and number of vehicular access points to the property; 
4.2.5.4 increasing the street width; 
4.2.5.5 increasing the number of off-street parking or loading spaces required; 
4.2.5.6 regulating the number, location, design and size of signs; 
4.2.5.7 requiring suitable landscaping to reduce noise and glare, to shield a property from 

view, and/or to maintain the property in a character in keeping with the 
surrounding area; 

4.2.5.8 specifying time limits for construction, alteration, or enlargement of a structure 
housing   a conditional use;  

4.2.5.9 requiring that any future enlargement or alteration of a conditional use be 
reviewed by the DRB to permit the specifying of new conditions; and 

4.2.5.10 such additional reasonable conditions and safeguards as are necessary to achieve 
the purposes of the Act and these zoning bylaws. 

4.2.6 With respect to Conditional Uses within a district which were existing therein prior to the time 
they became conditional uses under this by-law or any predecessor hereto, any change in use, 
expansion or contraction of land area, or alteration of structures or uses shall hereafter be 
subject to all of the requirements hereof pertaining to conditional uses. 

 

4.3 Classification of Lots:  Source of Water and Sewage Service 
4.3.1 Lots are classified as follows: 

 

CLASSIFICATION WATER & SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
Class 1 Off-lot water and sewage disposal 
Class 2 Off-lot water or sewage disposal 
Class 3 On-lot water and sewage disposal 

 

4.3.2 Upon the filing of an application for a permit for any use, the Administrative Officer shall 
determine the classification of the lot and whether the lot satisfies the minimum size 
requirements applicable to such lot.   

4.3.3 Upon the filing of an application for a permit for a two- or multi-household dwelling, the 
Administrative Officer shall determine the classification of the lot and whether the lot satisfies 
the minimum size requirements applicable to such lots, with specific reference to the maximum 
number of dwelling units that may be located on such lot by dividing the area of the lot by the 
minimum area per household allowable in the district.  In all cases, the result of such division 
shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number. 
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4.4 Application of District Regulations 
4.4.1 No part of any yard or other open space required to surround any building shall be included as a 

part of a yard or other open space required for another building. 
4.4.2 Lots 

4.4.2.1 Lots which abut on more than one street shall have the required frontage along 
every street. 

4.4.2.2 No structure shall project into any minimum front, side, or rear yard unless 
Conditional Use Approval is granted therefor. 

4.4.3 Lot coverage, minimum lot size, and front, side and rear yard requirements that apply to entire 
districts fail by their nature to account for all of the different conditions that exist within each 
district.  Such requirements should not be conclusive and binding land use requirements subject 
to the inflexible requirements of Section 4469 of the Act.  Therefore, any proposed Development 
in a particular zoning district that fails to satisfy lot coverage, minimum lot size, or front, side or 
rear yard requirements in that district may be allowed as a Conditional Use in that district, if the 
applicant affirmatively establishes that (a) the conditions established in Sections 4.4.5.1 through 
4.4.5.6 inclusive are satisfied, (b) the degree to which the proposed Development fails to meet 
such requirements is no greater than the degree to which properties in the immediate vicinity 
also fail (if at all) to meet such requirements, and (c) the proposed Development is a Permitted 
Use or a Conditional Use in that district. The maximum amount of lot coverage that may be 
considered under conditional use provisions is 125% of the maximum listed by district in the 
chart depicting "Town of Lyndon Minimum Requirements for Development". For example, if a 
maximum lot coverage in a particular district is 20%, the Development Review Board may 
approve lot coverage of over 20%, up to a maximum of 25%, if the proposal satisfies conditional 
use criteria.    

4.4.4 In determining the front yard of a parcel, the front yard requirement shall be measured from the 
edge of the travelled portion of the right-of-way in those cases where no sidewalk is present, and 
from the edge of the sidewalk most distant from the travelled portion of the right-of-way in 
those cases where a sidewalk is present.   

4.4.5 Performance Standards.  Pursuant to Section 4414 (5) of the Act, the following performance 
standards, and all applicable state-imposed standards, shall be satisfied for any Conditional Use 
in all Districts.     The DRB shall, after notice and hearing, decide whether a proposed 
Development satisfies the performance standards set forth herein.  No Development shall: 

4.4.5.1 create noise in excess of 70 decibels at any property line; 
4.4.5.2 emit any offensive odor except in connection with agriculture; 
4.4.5.3 discharge dust, dirt, soot, ash or any other offensive material onto nearby property 

owned by others; 
4.4.5.4 emit any gases or other substances which might endanger the health, comfort, 

safety or welfare of any person, or which might injure or cause damage to 
property; 

4.4.5.5 cause vibrations beyond any property line that have the potential to cause damage    
to property; or  

4.4.5.6 create a fire, explosion or safety hazard. 
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4.5 Recreational Cabins or Camps   
For the purposes of this section, "recreation camp or cabin" means a structure, such as a hunting camp, that is 
intended to be and is in fact occupied only for recreational purposes and that lacks one or more of the following: 
(i) inside running water, (ii) insulation, (iii) interior heat, or (iv) a wastewater disposal system.  A conversion of a 
recreational camp to a residence shall require a new application for a permit and a Certificate of Occupancy before 
it can be occupied as a residence.  

4.6 Variances 
Applications for a variance from the provisions of this bylaw shall be governed by, and granted or denied in 
accordance with, the provisions of 24 V.S.A. §4469, after a public hearing noticed as described in § 13.13 of these 
bylaws.  

4.6.1 Any variance issued in the Special Flood Hazard Area must additionally comply with all the criteria 
44 CFR § 60.6 and shall not increase flood heights.  Pursuant to 44 CFR § 60.6(a)(5), the AO shall 
notify the applicant in writing that (i) the issuance of a variance to construct a structure below the 
base flood level will result in increased premium rates for flood insurance up to amounts as high 
as $25 for $100 of insurance coverage and (ii) such construction below the base flood level 
increases risks to life and property. Such notification shall be maintained with a record of all 
variance actions as required by 44 CFR § 60.6 (a)(6). 

4.6.2 A variance for development within the River Corridors may be allowed if, based on a review by the 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (ANR), it is determined that the proposed development will 
not obstruct the establishment and maintenance of fluvial geomorphic equilibrium for the 
watercourse. 

4.7 Sewage Disposal Systems 
This by-law is not intended to create requirements for sewage disposal systems that are different from state 
requirements that are in effect from time to time. All sewage disposal systems other than municipal sewage 
disposal facilities shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 1 Wastewater System and Potable Water Supply 
Rules for the State of Vermont Chapter 3 - "Sewage Disposal" - of the Environmental Protection Rules of the 
Protection Division Vermont Agency of Environmental Protection, as amended from time to time. 

4.8 Accessory Buildings 
In any District where residential uses are allowed, unattached buildings that are accessory to a residential building 
may be allowed. All requirements of this zoning bylaw shall apply to such residential and accessory buildings.   

4.9 Recreational Vehicle 
No permit will be required for a mobile home recreational vehicle placed on the construction site of a new 
residence for which a permit has been issued to be occupied by the person(s) who will occupy the new dwelling.  
This shall be for not more than a one-year period, but may be extended by the DRB, after notice and hearing, for 
good cause shown. 
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Article V NONCONFORMING USES 
5.1  
In any District other than a Residential Neighborhood or a Flood Hazard Overlay District, a non-conforming use may 
be moved, enlarged, altered, extended, reconstructed, restored, or changed to another non-conforming use as a 
conditional use if, after notice and hearing, the DRB finds (a) that the degree of non-conformance after such change 
will be no more nonconforming than existed prior to such change, and (b) that such change shall not adversely 
affect: 

5.1.1  The capacity of existing or planned community facilities. 
5.1.2  The character of the area affected, as defined by the purpose or purposes of the zoning 

district within which the project is located, and specifically stated policies and standards of 
the municipal plan. 

5.1.3  Traffic on roads and highways in the vicinity. 
5.1.4  By-laws and Ordinances then in effect. 
5.1.5  Utilization of renewable energy resources. 
5.1.6  Performance standards pursuant to Section 4414 (5) of the Act and Section 4.4.5 of this 

bylaw. 

5.2   
In a Residential Neighborhood District, if a non-conforming use has been discontinued for more than a 12-month 
time period, the non-conforming use may not be re-established. An existing non-conforming use or one that has not 
been discontinued for 12 months may be moved, enlarged, altered, extended, reconstructed, restored, or changed 
to another non-conforming use as a conditional use if, after notice and hearing, the DRB finds (a) that the degree of 
non-conformance after such change will be no more non-conforming than existed prior to such change, and (b) that 
such change shall not adversely affect: 

5.2.1  The capacity of existing or planned community facilities. 
5.2.2  The character of the area affected, as defined by the purpose or purposes of the zoning 

district within which the project is located, and specifically stated policies and standards of 
the municipal plan. 

5.2.3  Traffic on roads and highways in the vicinity. 
5.2.4  By-laws and Ordinances then in effect. 
5.2.5  Utilization of renewable energy resources. 
5.2.6  Performance standards pursuant to Section 4414 (5) of the Act and Section 4.4.5 of this 

bylaw. 
 

5.3 
In any district other than a Flood Hazard Overlay District, a non-conforming structure may be maintained, repaired, 
and replaced provided that such action does not increase the degree of non-compliance in any respect. 

 

5.4 
Substantial improvements to non-conforming structures in a Flood Hazard Overlay District must meet the 
development standards in section 11.5.
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Article VI OFF-STREET PARKING REGULATIONS 
6.1 Village and Main District 

6.1.1 An applicant for a permit affecting property in the Village and Main District is not required to 
provide off-street parking if the applicant establishes and the DRB finds either: 

6.1.1.1 that the proposed use will not create an undue burden on the parking facilities 
then existing in the Village and Main District, or 

6.1.1.2 the applicant's proposed use does not require a greater number of parking spaces 
than the prior use of the property according to the chart set forth below, and 

6.1.2 The proposed use is a Permitted Use in the Village and Main District. 
 

6.2 All Other Districts 
In all other cases, in all districts, an applicant for a permit shall demonstrate in the application that the property for 
which the permit is sought has the capacity to provide parking as follows: 

USE PARKING SPACES REQUIRED 
Lodging House Establishment 1 for each lodging unit 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (1 bedroom or less) 1 per ADU unit 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (2 bedrooms or more) 2 per ADU unit 
Residential 1-2 household 2 per dwelling unit 
Multiple household dwellings 2 per dwelling unit 
Church, school 1 per 3 seats in principal assembly room 
Private club or lodge 1 per 6 members 
Theater 1 per 6 seats 
Hospital, nursing & convalescent home 1 per 3 beds and 1 for each employee 
Professional office, business service and medical clinic 1 per every 250 square feet of gross area 
Retail business, personal service establishment store or 
service 

1 per every 350 square feet of gross area 

Eating, drinking establishment Restaurant or Bar/Cocktail 
lounge/Tavern/Brewery 

1 per every 3 seats 

 
Industrial 

1 per each 1.2 employees, based on the highest expected 
employee occupancy in the 10-year period following the 
date of the application 

Funeral home 1 per every 75 square feet of floor space 

Other uses As required by the Planning Commission Development 
Review Board after site plan review. 
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6.3 General 
6.3.1 An applicant for a permit may request the Development Review Board to authorize the issuance 

of a permit waiving the physical development of all of the off-street parking spaces required in 
accordance with the foregoing chart.  If the Development Review Board finds, after hearing, that 
the applicant has demonstrated that the applicant's requirement for physically developed 
parking spaces will be fewer in number than the number    computed according to the foregoing 
chart, then the Development Review Board may authorize the issuance of a permit requiring 
such lesser number of parking spaces as the Development Review Board finds is appropriate.  If 
the Development Review Board authorizes the issuance of a permit pursuant to this section, it 
shall be a condition of the permit that if the physically developed parking spaces prove in actual 
practice to be insufficient to accommodate the applicant's parking requirements, the 
Development Review Board shall require the physical development of additional parking    spaces 
sufficient to meet the actual parking requirements but not to exceed the number required by the 
foregoing chart. 

6.3.2 It is the purpose of this section to prevent the parking of motor vehicles on streets and roads and 
to require property owners to provide parking for motor vehicles sufficient to accommodate 
parking requirements created by the applicant's proposed use of property. 

 

6.4 Minimum Parking Lot and Parking Stall Requirements 
 

MINIMUM PARKING LOT AND PARKING STALL REQUIREMENTS 

All On-site Parking Stalls Shall be a Minimum of 9’W X 20’L 
90˚ parking stalls assumes two-way traffic in the aisles. 

30˚, 45˚, 60˚ parking stalls assumes one-way traffic in the aisles. 

Parking Angle:                     30˚ 45˚ 60˚ 90˚ 

Minimum Aisle Width:                 11’ 13’ 20’ 25’ 
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Article VII SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS 
7.1 Adoption and Purpose 
The Town of Lyndon hereby adopts the following Subdivision Bylaw pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §4418 et seq.  This Bylaw 
is intended to be A Subdivision Bylaw within the meaning of 10 V.S.A. §6001(3).  This Subdivision Bylaw is adopted 
for the purpose of assuring the orderly and coordinated development of land within the town.  It is also the 
purpose of this Subdivision Bylaw to prevent the creation, by subdivision, of lots that do not comply with all of the 
lot requirements in the zone in which the lot is located.  It is also the purpose of this Subdivision Bylaw to provide a 
mechanism for the accurate description of lots of land when they are created as the result of a subdivision. 

7.2 Definition of Lot 
For the purpose of this Subdivision Bylaw, a lot is defined as a parcel of land upon which improvements can be 
constructed.  Parcels of land that cannot be so improved because of this Subdivision Bylaw, the Zoning Bylaws, the 
physical characteristics of the lot, any deed restriction or any governmental regulation shall not be deemed to be a 
lot for the purposes of this Subdivision Bylaw.  

7.3 An Overview of the Subdivision Review Process 
ACTION WHO DOES IT, AND WHEN 

All Subdivisions start with a Sketch Plan Review 
1. Sketch Plan is submitted to 
the Administrative Officer 
(AO) 

Subdivider at any time. 

2. Sketch Plan Review Development Review Board (DRB) will review the Sketch Plan at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting on a first-come, first served basis.  Subdivider (and/or his or her 
authorized representative) must attend if requested. 

3. Proposed subdivision is 
classified as a Minor or Major 
Subdivision. 

DRB, within 45 days of the conclusion of the Sketch Plan Review.  Classification is 
issued in writing. 

Minor Subdivisions (Proceed to Final Subdivision Review) 
1. Final Subdivision Plan 
submitted to AO  

Subdivider- must submit final plan within 180 days of receiving classification as a 
minor subdivision. 

2. Final Subdivision Review AO- after receipt of the Final Subdivision Plan, Zoning Application, and fees, shall 
warn the application for the next regularly scheduled DRB Hearing date or within 45 
days, whichever comes first.  * Applicant must attend the hearing. 

3. Final Subdivision Plan is 
approved or disapproved. 

DRB- Within 45 days of the close of the Final Subdivision Review Hearing. Decision is 
issued in writing. 

4. Approved Final Subdivision 
Plan gets recorded in the 
Town Clerk’s Office 

Subdivider- Within 180 days of receiving Final Subdivision Plan Approval in 
accordance with § 4463(b) of the statute. 

Major Subdivisions (Proceed to Final Subdivision Review) 
1. Final Subdivision Plan 
submitted to AO  

Subdivider- must submit final plan within 180 days of receiving classification as a 
major subdivision. 

2. Final Subdivision Review AO- after receipt of the Final Subdivision Plan, Zoning Application, and fees, shall 
warn the application for the next regularly DRB Hearing date or within 45 days, 
whichever comes first.  * Applicant must attend the hearing. 

3. Final Subdivision Plan is 
approved or disapproved. 

DRB- Within 45 days of the close of the Final Subdivision Review Hearing. Decision is 
issued in writing. 

4. Approved Final Subdivision 
Plan gets recorded in the 
Town Clerk’s Office 

Subdivider- Within 180 days of receiving Final Subdivision Plan Approval in 
accordance with § 4463(b) of the statute. 
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7.4 Minor Subdivision 
A minor subdivision is a subdivision of a parcel of land into not more than eight lots in a continuous ten-year 
period.   

7.5 Major Subdivision 
A major subdivision is a subdivision of a parcel of land into nine or more lots in a continuous ten-year period. 

7.6 Regulations Governing Minor Subdivisions 
7.6.1 A person shall not create a minor subdivision without a permit. 
7.6.2 A person desiring to create a minor subdivision shall begin with Sketch Plan Review. The 

subdivider and/or his or her authorized agent shall submit a Sketch Plan of the proposed 
subdivision to the Administrative Officer. The Sketch Plan shall include the following information: 

7.6.2.1 Name and address of the landowner and/or applicant. 
7.6.2.2 Names of all abutting property owners and those immediately adjacent to the 

subdivider. 
7.6.2.3 Name and address of any municipality located within 500 feet of the proposed 

subdivision. 
7.6.2.4 Map drawn to Scale showing the location of the development parcel in the town. 
7.6.2.5 Any easements or rights of way. 

7.6.3 The Administrative Officer may require additional information before recommending that the 
applicant proceed with the application. 

7.6.4 Upon receipt of the complete Sketch Plan, the Administrative Officer shall forward the Sketch 
Plan to the DRB for review at their next regularly scheduled meeting. In the Sketch Plan Review 
the DRB shall review the Sketch Plan and accompanying information for compliance with these 
regulations. The subdivider and/or his or her authorized representative shall attend the meeting 
of the DRB to discuss the requirements if requested by the AO or DRB. The DRB may schedule 
additional meetings to continue the Sketch Plan Review. Within forty-five (45) days of conclusion 
of the Sketch Plan Review hearing, the DRB shall determine, based on the information provided 
whether the proposed subdivision is to be classified as a major subdivision or a minor subdivision 
in accordance with these regulations.  
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7.7  Minor Subdivision (Final Plan Review) 
7.7.1 Within 180 days from receipt of Sketch Plan Review Approval the subdivider shall submit to the 

AO the following: 
7.7.1.1 A completed Zoning Application with fee and a survey map of the subdivision 

prepared and certified by a land surveyor duly licensed by the Board of Land 
Surveyors established under Chapter 45 of Title 26, Vermont Statutes Annotated.  
(if the applicant is a person different from the owner, the owner of the parcel must 
also sign the application.) 

7.7.1.2 The names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and any municipalities 
located within 500 feet of the proposed subdivision. 

7.7.1.3 Any additional information requested by the AO 
7.7.1.4 Any additional information requested by the DRB as a result of the Sketch Plan 

Review. 
7.7.2 The Administrative Officer, after receipt of the Final Subdivision Plan, Zoning Application, and 

fees, shall warn the application for the next regularly scheduled DRB Hearing date or within 45 
days, whichever comes first. 

7.7.3 The DRB shall approve, approve with conditions, or deny the Final Subdivision Plan within 45 
days of the close of the Final Subdivision Review Hearing.  The Decision shall be issued in writing. 

7.7.4 The applicant shall record a mylar copy of the survey map in the map records in the Town Clerk’s 
Office within 180 days of Final Subdivision Plan Approval.  In accordance with § 4463 (b) failure 
to record a mylar copy of the survey of the Final Subdivision Plan will result in an expired final 
approval and the Applicant will have to re-submit for final subdivision approval from the DRB 
subject to any changes in the zoning regulations. The AO may extend the date for filing the plat 
by an additional 90 days, if final local or State permit approvals are still pending. 

7.8 Regulations Governing Major Subdivisions 
7.8.1 A person shall not create a major subdivision without a permit. 
7.8.2 A person desiring to create a major subdivision shall begin with Sketch Plan Review. The 

subdivider and/or his or her authorized agent shall submit a Sketch Plan of the proposed 
subdivision to the Administrative Officer. The Sketch Plan shall include the following information: 

7.8.2.1 Name and address of the landowner and/or applicant. 
7.8.2.2 Names of all abutting property owners and those immediately adjacent to the 

subdivider. 
7.8.2.3 Name and address of any municipality located within 500 feet of the proposed 

subdivision. 
7.8.2.4 Map drawn to Scale showing the location of the development parcel in the town. 
7.8.2.5 Any easements or rights of way. 

7.8.3 The Administrative Officer may require additional information before recommending that the 
applicant proceed with the application. 



 

22 | T o w n  o f  L y n d o n  Z o n i n g  B y l a w s  
 

7.8.4 Upon receipt of the complete Sketch Plan, the Administrative Officer shall forward the Sketch 
Plan to the DRB for review at their next regularly scheduled meeting. In the Sketch Plan Review 
the DRB shall review the Sketch Plan and accompanying information for compliance with these 
regulations. The subdivider and/or his or her authorized representative shall attend the meeting 
of the DRB to discuss the requirements if requested by the AO or DRB. The DRB may schedule 
additional meetings to continue the Sketch Plan Review. Within forty-five (45) days of conclusion 
of the Sketch Plan Review hearing, the DRB shall determine, based on the information provided 
whether the proposed subdivision is to be classified as a major subdivision or a minor subdivision 
in accordance with these regulations.  

7.9 Major Subdivisions Final Plan Approval 
7.9.1 Within 180 days from receipt of Sketch Plan Approval the subdivider shall submit to the AO the 

following: 
7.9.1.1 A completed Zoning Application with fee and a survey map of the subdivision 

prepared and certified by a land surveyor duly licensed by the Board of Land 
Surveyors established under Chapter 45 of Title 26, Vermont Statutes Annotated.  
(if the applicant is a person different from the owner, the owner of the parcel must 
also sign the application.) 

7.9.1.2 The names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and any municipalities 
located within 500 feet of the proposed subdivision. 

7.9.1.3 Any additional information requested by the AO 
7.9.1.4 Any additional information requested by the DRB as a result of the Preliminary 

Sketch Review. 
7.9.2 The Administrative Officer, after receipt of the Final Subdivision Plan, Zoning Application, and 

fees, shall warn the application for the next regularly scheduled DRB Hearing date or within 45 
days, whichever comes first. 

7.9.3 The DRB shall approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove the Final Subdivision Plan within 
45 days of the close of the Final Subdivision Review Hearing.  The Decision shall be issued in 
writing. 

7.9.4 The DRB may, as conditions to approval of an application, determine standards for the design 
and layout of streets, curbs, gutters, street lights, fire hydrants, shade trees, water, sewage and 
drainage facilities, public utilities and other necessary public improvements.  Such standards shall 
not exceed, in the case of: 

7.9.4.1 Streets, more than 50 feet in width of right-of-way nor more than 26 feet of 
traveled right-of-way; 

7.9.4.2 Curbs, no more than 6 inches in height of curbing, and then only if the adjacent 
street and the adjacent walkway are paved; 

7.9.4.3 Street lights, no more than 1 street light per 100 feet of street length; 
7.9.4.4 Fire hydrants, as recommended by the Fire Marshall of the State of Vermont; 
7.9.4.5 Shade trees, no more than 1 shade tree per 50 feet of street length; 
7.9.4.6 Water, municipal water supply requirements when the municipal water supply will 

be utilized; 
7.9.4.7 Sewage and drainage facilities, separated municipal sewer disposal facilities and 

stormwater drainage facilities, when the municipal sewer disposal facilities and 
stormwater drainage facilities will be utilized; 
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7.9.5 In certain circumstances, the failure to complete a major subdivision according to the terms and 
specifications of any permit may impose a financial burden on the Town or Village, on purchasers 
of lots in the subdivision, and/or on surrounding landowners.  Such circumstances can arise when 
an applicant's failure to complete a subdivision according to the terms and specifications of a 
permit will require an expenditure of money to make the subdivision conform to the terms and 
specifications of the permit.  Whenever such circumstances can arise, the DRB may require as a 
condition of any permit that the applicant provide financial security for completion of the 
subdivision in the form of a bond, a letter of credit, a deposit of cash, or in such other form 
approved by the DRB, in an amount not greater than that required to ensure the completion of 
the subdivision according to the terms and specifications of the permit as approved. 

 

7.9.6 The applicant shall record a mylar copy of the survey map in the map records in the Town Clerk’s 
Office within 180 days of Final Subdivision Plan Approval.  In accordance with § 4463 (b)failure to 
record a mylar copy of the survey of the Final Subdivision Plan will result in an expired final 
approval and the Applicant will have to re-submit for final subdivision approval from the DRB 
subject to any changes in the zoning regulations. The AO may extend the date for filing the plat 
by an additional 90 days, if final local or State permit approvals are still pending. 

7.10  
No lot that is part of a subdivision with respect to which a permit has been granted shall be sold, transferred, or 
otherwise conveyed in any manner whatsoever except as shown on the survey map and in accordance with the 
subdivision permit. 
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Article VIII MISCELLANEOUS  
8.1 Regulations Required by the Act 

8.1.1 Any lot in individual and separate and non-affiliated ownership from surrounding properties in 
existence on the effective date of this by-law, may be developed for the purposes allowed in the 
district in which it is located, even though not conforming to minimum lot size requirements, if 
such lot is not less than one-eighth acre in area with a width or depth dimension of no less than 
40 feet.   

8.1.2 No land development may be permitted on any lot which does not either have frontage on a 
public road or public waters or, with the approval of the Development Review Board, access to 
such road or waters by a permanent easement or right-of-way of record at least 50 feet in width.  
The requirement of a 50-foot right-of-way may be waived by the Development Review Board 
with respect to land development on a lot having a right-of-way in existence prior to the effective 
date of these Regulations. 

8.1.3 These bylaws shall not infringe upon the right of any resident of Lyndon to use a minor portion of 
his or her dwelling for an occupation which is customary in residential areas and which does not 
change the character thereof. 

8.2 Lots in Two Zoning Districts 
If a district boundary divides a lot of record on the effective date of these bylaws, no land development may take 
place on a portion of the lot other than in conformity with the requirements of the district in which such portion is 
located. 

8.3 Dwellings on Lots and Foundation Requirements 
There shall be only one dwelling on a lot unless otherwise approved pursuant to this bylaw.  All dwellings shall be 
erected on permanent foundations. 

8.4 Building Coverage Includes Open Porches, Carports and Garages 
Porches, carports open at the sides but roofed, and all principal and accessory buildings shall be considered when 
determining the percentage of building coverage or the size of yards. 

8.5 Reduction of Lot Area 
No lot shall be so reduced in size that the area, yard, lot width, frontage, coverage or other dimensional 
requirements of these bylaws are smaller than herein for the district in which such    lot is located.  This Section 
shall not apply when a portion of a lot is taken for a public purpose. 

8.6 Yards on Corner Lots 
 Any yard adjoining a street shall be a front yard. 

8.7 Projection into Setback Areas 
Every part of a required yard shall be open from grade level to the sky and shall be unobstructed except for the 
ordinary projections of sills, cornices, pilasters, chimneys and eaves, provided that no such ordinary projections 
may extend more than two feet into any required setback distance from any adjoining property or road. 

8.8 Abandonment of Structures or Work in Progress 
If a foundation remains uncovered for twelve   months after construction is commenced, or a structure has been 
destroyed, demolished or abandoned, all structural materials shall be removed from the site, and any remaining 
excavation shall be covered over or filled to the    normal grade by the owner.  The DRB may grant a waiver to this 
Section 8.8 for good cause shown after notice   and hearing. 
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8.9 Height Regulations 
No structure shall exceed a height of 35 feet above ground level unless Conditional Use Approval is granted by the 
DRB. 

8.10 Storage of Unregistered Motor Vehicles 
Unlicensed or inoperable motor vehicles shall be stored so that they are not visible from any road nor from any 
property other than the property on which they are stored. 

8.11 Storage of Flammable Liquids Above Ground 
8.11.1 All flammable liquids stored in tanks above ground shall comply with all government and   

industry regulations, codes and standards applicable thereto. 
8.11.2 All tanks having a capacity greater than 275 gallons shall be properly retained with dikes having    

a capacity of not less than one hundred and ten percent of the capacity of the tanks surrounded. 

8.12 Extraction of Soil, Sand or Gravel for Sale or Use on Another Lot 
8.12.1 In accordance with Section 4464 b (2) of the Act, the removal of soil, sand or gravel for sale or for 

use on another lot may be allowed only after the DRB approves, after public notice and hearing, 
a plan for the operation and rehabilitation of the site, unless such removal is incidental to and 
does not exceed the requirements of construction of a structure on the same lot.  Any plan shall 
satisfy the following requirements: 

8.12.2 As a condition for approval of any such plan, the applicant shall post a letter of credit, 
performance bond or other financial instrument satisfactory to the Development Review Board, 
fixed by the Development Review Board in an amount sufficient to ensure that upon completion 
of the removal the site will be restored to a safe, attractive and useful condition in accordance 
with the plan. 

8.12.3 The removal of all material shall be carried out such that the contours of the land are not 
degraded.  Digging pits shall not be allowed unless the rehabilitation plan provides for refilling or 
suitable grading of such pits. 

8.12.4 Upon completion of the extraction operations, the site be graded smooth and left in a neat 
condition.  Open slopes and spoil banks shall not be allowed to remain after soil, sand or gravel 
has been removed from a particular area.  The site shall be fertilized, mulched and seeded from 
time to time so as to establish a firm cover of grass or other vegetation sufficient to prevent 
erosion. 

8.12.5 All surface drainage shall be controlled to prevent debris and other loose materials from filling 
any drainage course, street or private property. 

8.12.6 No removal of soil, sand or gravel, blasting, or stripping of vegetation, shall occur within one 
hundred feet of any street or property line.  The DRB may permit such activity within one 
hundred feet of any    road or property line if it finds that such permission will not deprive the 
adjoining property or road of lateral support, and if it finds that it is desirable to do so for 
aesthetic reasons. 

8.12.7 No power-activated sorting machinery or equipment shall be located within 100 feet of any 
street or property line.  All such machinery shall be equipped with satisfactory and functioning 
dust and noise suppression devices. 

8.12.8 All excavated slopes over three feet in height having a slope in excess of one on two shall at all 
times be adequately fenced as determined by the Development Review Board. 
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8.12.9 Extension of a removal operation that is in existence on the effective date of the adoption hereof 
shall not be allowed, except after compliance with all of the provisions of this Section 8.12.  

8.12.10 The Development Review Board may attach any additional conditions to the plan that it finds     
necessary to protect the public health, safety or welfare including hours of operation, a limitation 
on the quantity of material that may be removed from the site in any one day, and other 
appropriate conditions. 

8.13 Walls, Fences and Similar Structures 
 No person shall construct any wall, fence or similar structure within the right of way limits of any town highway, 
including class 4 town highways, without the approval of the Selectmen.  

8.14 Road Frontage 
No lot may be developed unless it has frontage on a public highway or public waters not less than the applicable 
frontage. The applicable frontage for lots in each district are those shown on the "Town of Lyndon Minimum 
Requirements for Development" charts which are a part hereof and appear on the second and third pages 
following page 33 hereof. This Section 8.14 shall not apply to lots developed on a private right of way pursuant to 
Section 8.1.2.  Section 8.14 also does not apply to lots that are developed with access from a cul-de-sac in any 
district. Lots that are developed around a cul-de-sac shall have a minimum of 50 feet of frontage on the 
circumference of the cul-de-sac.  

8.15 Accessory Dwelling Unit 
 One accessory dwelling unit that is located within or appurtenant to an owner-occupied single-household dwelling 
shall be allowed as a permitted use in districts where a single- household dwelling is a permitted use except for 
flood hazard, river corridor, and fluvial erosion areas.  An accessory dwelling unit under 24 V.S.A. § 4412 (1) (E) is 
defined as a distinct unit that is clearly subordinate to a single- household dwelling, and has facilities and 
provisions for independent living, including sleeping, food preparation, and sanitation, provided there is 
compliance with all of the following: (i) The property has sufficient wastewater capacity. (ii) The unit does not 
exceed 30 percent of the total habitable floor area of the single- household dwelling or 900 square feet, whichever 
is greater. (iii) Applicable setback, coverage, and parking requirements specified in the bylaws are met. 

8.16 Residential Care or Group Home 
A residential care home or group home as defined under 24 V.S.A. § 4412 (1) (G) which is to be operated under 
state licensing or registration, serving not more than eight persons who have a disability as defined in 9 V.S.A. § 
4501, shall be considered by right to constitute a permitted single-household residential use of property.  

8.17 Home Child Care Facility 
A "family childcare home or facility" as used in this subdivision means a home or facility where the owner or 
operator is to be licensed or registered by the state for childcare. A family childcare home serving six or fewer 
children shall be considered to constitute a permitted single-household residential use of property. A family child 
care home serving no more than six full-time children and four part-time children, as defined in subdivision 33 
V.S.A. § 4902(3)(A), shall be considered to constitute a permitted use of property, but requires site plan approval 
based on local zoning requirements. 

8.18 Poultry Accessory Use 
The purpose and intent of Article 8.18 is to allow the raising of backyard chickens for personal use and to protect 
the rights of abutters in more densely populated zoning districts. Agricultural operations that qualify as a farm 
subject to Required Agricultural Practices defined by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets are exempt 
from this section, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4413. An applicant claiming exemption from local review under 24 
V.S.A. § 4413 is required to provide the Zoning Administrator a determination of farm status from the Agency of 
Agriculture Food and Markets.  
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8.18.1 Any structure used for the raising of chickens requires a permit for the accessory structure on the 
property. Accessory structures must meet the same minimum development standards as all other 
forms of accessory structures in the respective district. 

8.18.2 No permit is required in the Rural Residential district for the accessory use of land for the raising 
of poultry. There are no limitations on the number of poultry birds kept.  

8.18.3 A permit is required in the Residential Neighborhood, Village and Main, Commercial, Park, and 
Institutional Control districts for the accessory use of single- and two- household dwellings for 
the raising of poultry. Applicants that meet the requirements in 8.18.4 shall be issued a permit by 
the Administrative Officer.  

8.18.4 Applicants for a poultry accessory use permit in the Residential Neighborhood, Village and Main, 
Commercial, Park, and Institutional Control zoning districts shall meet the following guidelines:  

8.18.4.1 No more than 8 hens and 0 roosters are kept on the property.  
8.18.4.2 Hens shall be enclosed in a coop and run to prevent straying onto other 

properties.  
8.18.4.3 Chicken food shall be kept in tightly covered and vermin-proof storage containers.  
8.18.4.4 Chicken waste shall be disposed of in a manner that does not emit offensive odors.  

8.18.5 A variance can be requested to any of these requirements after notice and hearing by the DRB. 
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Article IX SITE PLANS 
9.1 Site Plan Approval 

9.1.1 Application for site plan approval shall be made to the Development Review Board.  Unless 
otherwise specifically provided for herein, site plan approval shall be granted only after public 
notice and hearing.    

9.1.2 Except as provided in Section 9.1.3, no zoning permit or Conditional Use Approval shall be 
granted unless the applicant delivers to the Administrative Officer evidence that site plan 
approval has been   granted.    

9.1.3 Site plan approval shall not be required for the following applications: 
9.1.3.1 One- and two- household dwellings. 
9.1.3.2 Agricultural uses or structures. 
9.1.3.3 A proposed use or structure that is determined by the Development Review Board, 

upon recommendation of the Administrative Officer at a DRB meeting, to have no 
effect on the adequacy of (1) traffic access, (2) circulation and parking, (3) 
landscaping and screening, (4) protection of the utilization of renewable energy 
resources. 

9.1.4 An applicant seeking site plan approval shall submit to the Development Review Board two sets 
of site plan maps and supporting data which shall include the following information: 

9.1.4.1 Name and address of the owner of record of the land in question and of all 
adjoining lands.   

9.1.4.2 Name and address or person or firm preparing the map.   
9.1.4.3 Scale and date of map, and north arrow. 
9.1.4.4 Survey of the land in question showing existing features, contours, structures, 

large   trees, streets, utility poles, easements of record, rights-of-way, and land use 
and deed restrictions. 

9.1.4.5 Site plan showing proposed structures, location and elevations thereof and use to 
be made of other land subject to application; streets, driveways, traffic circulation, 
parking and loading spaces and pedestrian walks; landscaping plans, including site 
grading, landscape design and screening. 

9.1.4.6 Construction sequence and time schedule for completion of each phase for 
buildings, parking spaces and landscaped areas of the entire development. 

9.1.5 When considering whether to approve or disapprove any site plan the Development Review 
Board shall consider the following matters: 

9.1.5.1 Maximum safety of vehicular circulation between the site and the adjacent street 
network, 

9.1.5.2 Adequacy of circulation, parking and loading facilities with particular attention to 
safety, 

9.1.5.3 Adequacy of landscaping, screening and setbacks in regard to achieving maximum 
compatibility with and protection of adjacent property, and 

9.1.5.4 Protection of the utilization of renewable energy resources. 
9.1.6 Unless a variance or other special action by the DRB must first be obtained, a zoning permit may 

be issued by the Administrative Officer, pursuant to this bylaw any time within one year of the 
granting of site plan approval.  If a zoning permit is not issued within one year, the site plan 
approval shall become null and void and reapplication shall be required prior to the issuance of a 
zoning permit. 
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9.1.7 When approved, a site plan shall be signed and dated by the Chair of the Development Review 
Board.  No site plan may be altered, modified, changed, or amended without the written 
approval of the Development Review Board, after public notice and hearing, except upon a 
finding by the Development Review Board that the proposed amendment does not affect the 
adequacy of traffic access, circulation and parking, landscaping and screening, or   the protection 
of the utilization of renewable energy resources. 
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Article X MOBILE HOME PARKS 
10.1 Mobile Home Parks 

10.1.1 No person shall develop or operate a mobile home park without first obtaining site plan approval 
from the Development Review Board pursuant to Article IX hereof and a zoning permit from the 
Administrative Officer pursuant to this bylaw.  Before issuing a mobile home park permit, the 
Development Review Board shall require a performance bond, letter of credit or other financial 
instrument acceptable to the Development Review Board from the developer or operator of the 
park in an amount sufficient to assure that the park is developed and operated in accordance 
with any approvals and permits granted hereunder. 

10.1.2 Application for site plan approval for a mobile home park shall be made to the Development 
Review Board pursuant to Article IX hereof.  The application shall be accompanied by a plan and 
drawings prepared by a registered professional engineer, showing (in addition to the other 
requirements of the bylaws) the property lines and area of the park, a contour map showing the 
proposed grading of the park upon completion, and   a plan showing the layout of the roads, 
walkways, mobile home lots, parking areas, water lines, sanitary sewer and storm sewer drainage 
facilities,  telephone lines, cable television lines and electrical distribution lines, the names   and 
addresses of all owners of adjoining  property and, where adjoining property is not occupied by 
the owner thereof, the name and address of such occupier. 

10.1.3 The Development Review Board may approve the site plan, approve the site plan with 
conditions, or reject the site plan.  If the Development Review Board approves the plan with 
conditions, or rejects the plan, it shall state its reasons therefor. 

10.2 Mobile Home Park Standards 
10.2.1 The following requirements shall apply in respect to all mobile homes in mobile home parks and 

to any proposed mobile home park. 
10.2.1.1 Subject to the provisions of Section 10.3.1.9, a mobile home park shall have an 

area of not less than 2.5 acres, or 8,000 square feet per mobile home lot, 
whichever is greater. 

10.2.1.2 Mobile home parks shall provide for individual mobile home lots, access 
driveways, parking and recreation open space. 

10.2.1.3 Each mobile home lot shall be at least 8,000 square feet in area, and at least 60 
feet wide by at least 120 feet in depth, and shall front on an access driveway. 

10.2.1.4 All driveways providing access to the Mobile Home Park shall be at least 20 feet in 
width and have an asphalt or concrete surface, or gravel surface treated with 
calcium chloride or other appropriate treatment, at least 20 feet in width and 12 
inches in depth   of compacted gravel. 

10.2.1.5 Two parking spaces, each at least 10 feet wide by 22 feet long, shall be provided 
for each mobile home lot. 

10.2.1.6 At least twenty percent of the total area of the Mobile Home Park shall be 
reserved for recreation and open space purposes. 

10.2.1.7 A suitable pad shall be provided for each mobile home. 
10.2.1.8 Each mobile home lot shall have an attachment for water supply.  The water 

supply source for the park shall be approved by the appropriate State Agency, or 
by the   Planning Commission if no State Agency is empowered to grant such 
approval. 
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10.2.1.9 Each mobile home lot shall have an attachment for sewage disposal.  The method 
of sewage disposal shall be in compliance with applicable state regulations.  No 
sewage disposal system for an individual mobile home shall be located on a mobile 
home lot unless the dimensions of the lot satisfy the regulations applicable to the 
district in which the lot is located. 

10.2.1.10 No mobile home lot, office building or service building shall be located closer 
than 50 feet to a public street right-of-way line or a property line. 

10.2.1.11 A buffer strip of land at least 25 feet in width shall be maintained as a 
landscaped area abutting all mobile home park property lines. 

10.2.1.12 Space for an accessory building of at least 100 square feet shall be provided 
with each individual mobile home lot.
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Article XI FLOOD HAZARD REGULATIONS 
11.1 Statement of Purpose 

It is the purpose of this bylaw to: 

A. Implement the goals, policies, and recommendations in the current municipal plan; 

B. Avoid and minimize the loss of life and property, the disruption of commerce, the impairment of the tax 
base, and the extraordinary public expenditures and demands on public services that result from 
flooding related inundation and erosion; 

C. Ensure that the selection, design, creation, and use of development in hazard areas is reasonably safe 
and accomplished in a manner that is consistent with public wellbeing, does not impair stream 
equilibrium, flood plain services, or river corridors, 

D. Manage all flood hazard areas designated pursuant to 10 V.S.A. Chapter 32 § 753, the municipal hazard 
mitigation plan; and make the Town of Lyndon, its citizens, and businesses eligible for federal flood 
insurance, federal disaster recovery funds, and hazard mitigation funds as may be available. 

11.2 Warning of Disclaimer of Liability 

This Article does not imply that land outside of the areas covered by this bylaw will be free from flood or erosion 
damages. This regulation shall not create liability on the part of the Town of Lyndon or any municipal official or 
employee thereof, for any flood or erosion damages that result from reliance on this regulation, or any 
administrative decision lawfully made hereunder. 

11.3 Lands to Which these Regulations Apply 

A. Regulated Flood Hazard Areas 

These regulations shall apply to the River Corridors and Special Flood Hazard Areas (hereafter called 
“hazard areas”) in the Town of Lyndon, Vermont as described below. These hazard areas overlay any 
other existing zoning districts and the regulations herein are the minimum standards that must be met 
before meeting the additional standards applicable in the underlying district. These hazard areas 
include: 

1. The River Corridors as published by the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources including the 
Statewide River Corridors, refinements to that data based on field-based assessments, and VT DEC 
approved administrative areas which are hereby adopted by reference. Where River Corridors are 
not mapped, the standards in § 11.5.C shall apply to the area measured as fifty (50) feet from the 
top of the stream bank or slope. 

2. The Special Flood Hazard Area in and on the most current flood insurance studies and maps 
published by the Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
National Flood Insurance Program, as provided by the Secretary of the Agency of Natural 
Resources pursuant to 10 V.S.A. Chapter 32 § 753, which are hereby adopted by reference and 
declared to be part of these regulations. 
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B. Base Flood Elevations and Floodway Limits in Special Flood Hazard Areas 

Where available, base flood elevations and floodway limits provided by the National Flood Insurance 
Program and in the most recent Flood Insurance Study and accompanying maps shall be used to administer 
and enforce these regulations. In Special Flood Hazard Areas where base flood elevations and/or floodway 
limits have not been provided by the National Flood Insurance Program in the Flood Insurance Study and 
accompanying maps, it is the applicant’s responsibility to develop the necessary data. Where available, the 
applicant shall use data provided by FEMA, or State, or Federal agencies. 

C. Interpretation 

The information presented on any maps, or contained in any studies, adopted by reference, is 
presumed accurate. 

1. If uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of the Special Flood Hazard Area or the 
floodway, the location of the boundary shall be determined by the Administrative Officer (AO). If 
the applicant disagrees with the determination made by the AO, a Letter of Map Amendment 
from FEMA shall constitute proof. 

2. If uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of the River Corridor, the location of the 
boundary shall be determined by the AO. If the applicant disagrees with the determination made 
by the AO, a letter of determination from the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources shall 
constitute proof. 

11.4 Development Review in Hazard Areas 

A. Summary Table: 

# ACTIVITY HAZARD ZONE 

 P Permitted 

C Conditional Use Review 

X Prohibited 

A Exempted 

Special Flood 
Hazard Area 
Outside 
Floodway 
Limits 

Special Flood 
Hazard Area 
Within 
Floodway 
Limits 

River 
Corridors 

1 New Structures  C X C 

2 Storage C X C 

3 Improvements to Existing Structures P, C C P, C 

4 Small Accessory Structures P X P 

5 At Grade Parking for Existing Structures P C P 

6 Water supply or septic systems P C P 

7 Fill as needed to elevate existing structures C C C 
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All development as allowed pursuant to this summary table shall meet the minimum standards set forth below. 
Where more than one zone or area is involved, the most restrictive standard shall take precedence. 

B.  Exempted Activities 

The following are exempt from regulation under this bylaw: 

1. The removal of a building or other structure in whole or in part; 

2. Maintenance of existing sidewalks, roads, parking areas, and storm water drainage;  

3. Silvicultural (forestry) activities conducted in accordance with the Vermont Department of Forests 
and Parks Acceptable Management Practices; and, 

4. Agricultural activities conducted in accordance with the Vermont Department of Agriculture’s 
Required Agricultural Practices (AAP). Prior to the construction of farm structures, the farmer 
must notify the AO in writing of the proposed activity. The notice must contain a sketch of the 
proposed structure including setbacks. 

 

C. Permitted Development 

1. For the purposes of review under these regulations, the following development activities 
outside the floodway, but within the Special Flood Hazard area and/or the River Corridors, 
require only an administrative permit from the AO, provided that they meet the 
Development Standards in § 11.5: 

a. Non-substantial improvements limited to 500 square feet or less in the River Corridor); 

b. Accessory structures (limited to 500 square feet or less in the River Corridor); 

8 Fill C X C 

9 Grading C C C 

10 Road maintenance A A A 

11 Road improvements C C C 

12 Bridges and culverts C C C 

13 Channel management C C C 

14 Recreational vehicles  P P P 

15 Forestry A A A 

16 Agriculture A A A 
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c. Development related to on-site septic or water supply systems; 

d. Building utilities; 

e. At-grade parking for existing structures;  

f. River or floodplain restoration projects that do not involve fill, structures, utilities, or 
other improvements, and which have written confirmation from the ANR Regional 
Floodplain Manager that the project is designed to meet or exceed the applicable 
standards in this bylaw; and 

g. The placement of a mobile home upon an existing lot within a mobile home park. 

2. The placement of a recreational vehicle within the Special Flood Hazard and/or River 
Corridors, requires only an administrative permit from the AO, provided it meets the 
Development Standards in § 11.5. 

D. Conditional Use Review  

Conditional use review is required prior to the issuance of a permit by the AO for all development 
within the hazard areas, other than those activities which either are exempt under § 11.4.B or require 
only an administrative permit under § 11.4.C.  The following proposed development may be permitted 
within the hazard areas, provided that the DRB finds that the applicant has complied with the 
Development Standards in § 11.5: 

1. New structures, other than critical facilities, outside the floodway; 

2. The use of fill outside the floodway when either 

a. used in conjunction or association with a new or existing structure; or 

b. used contemporaneously with the removal of a building or other structure, but limited to the 
structure’s footprint or foundation hole. 

3. Substantial improvement, elevation, relocation, or flood proofing of existing structures; 

4. New or replacement storage tanks for new or existing structures; 
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5. Non-substantial improvements (i.e., 
decks, patios, additions, or accessory 
structures) with a footprint of 500 
square feet or less to existing 
structures in the floodway;  

6. Grading, excavation; or the creation of 
a pond; 

7. Improvements to existing roads;  

8. Storage outside of the floodway; 

9. Bridges, culverts, channel 
management activities, or public 
projects which are functionally 
dependent on stream access or stream 
crossing; 

10. Development related to on-site septic or water supply systems within the floodway; 

11. Public utilities 

12. At grade parking within the floodway; and 

13. Building utilities in the River Corridors. 

11.5 Development Standards 

The criteria below are the minimum standards for development in the flood hazard areas. Where more than one 
zone or area is involved, the most restrictive standard shall take precedence. 

A. Special Flood Hazard Area 

1. All development shall be: 

a. Reasonably safe from flooding; 

b. Designed, operated, maintained, modified, and adequately anchored to prevent flotation, 
collapse, release, or lateral movement of the structure; 

c. Constructed with materials resistant to flood damage; 

d. Constructed by methods and practices that minimize flood damage; 

e. Constructed with electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing and air conditioning equipment 
and other service facilities that are designed and/or located so as to prevent water from 
entering or accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding; 

f. Adequately drained to reduce exposure to flood hazards; 

“Substantial improvement” means any 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or 
other improvement of a structure after 
the date of adoption of this bylaw, the 
cost of which, over three years, or over 
the period of a common plan of 
development, cumulatively equals or 
exceeds 50 percent of the market value of 
the structure before the “start of 
construction” of the improvement.  This 
term includes structures which have 
incurred “substantial damage”, regardless 
of the actual repair work performed and 
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g. Located so as to minimize conflict with changes in channel location over time and the 
need to intervene with such changes; and, 

h. Required to locate any fuel storage tanks (as needed to serve a new or existing structure 
in the Special Flood Hazard Zone) a minimum of one foot above the base flood elevation 
and be securely anchored to prevent flotation; or storage tanks may be placed 
underground, if securely anchored as certified by a qualified professional. 

2.  In Zones AE, AH, and A1 – A30 where base flood elevations and/or floodway limits have not been 
determined, development shall not be permitted unless it is demonstrated that the cumulative 
effect of the proposed development, when combined with all other existing and anticipated 
development, will not increase the base flood elevation more than 1.00 foot at any point within 
the community. The demonstration must be supported by technical data that conforms to standard 
hydraulic engineering principles and certified by a licensed professional engineer. 

3. Development in the special flood hazard area, but outside floodway limits, must not unduly 
increase base flood elevations or flood velocities. Such development shall not be permitted unless: 

a. it is demonstrated that the cumulative effect of the proposed development, 
when combined with all other existing and anticipated development, will not increase the 
base flood water surface elevation within the cross sections in 

which the property is located, by more than the increase established in 

“Table 2” (“Floodway Data”) of the Flood Insurance Study (“FIS”) prepared 

by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”). The 

demonstration shall include a copy of the Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(“FIRM”) identifying the upstream and downstream cross sections; the FIS 

Table 2, identifying the upstream and downstream cross sections and 

associated established increases.  Such demonstration must be supported by technical data 
that conforms to standard hydraulic engineering principles and is certified by a licensed 
professional engineer; or, 

 

b.   the proposal provides compensatory storage for floodwater (in the same reach and at 
elevations up to and including the base flood elevation) to offset the impacts of the 
proposal. The net post-construction flood storage capacity shall not be less than the pre-
construction capacity. A volumetric analysis and supporting data must be provided by the 
applicant and certified by a licensed professional engineer.  

4. Analyses required under § 11.5.A.2 and § 11.5.A.3 will be waived for replacement or relocated 
primary structures where the proposal indicates no new fill and no increase in the structure’s 
footprint (or an open foundation design). 

5. New structures or structures to be substantially improved in Zones A, A1-30, AE, and AH shall be 
located such that the lowest floor is at least one foot above base flood elevation, this must be 
documented, in as-built condition, with a FEMA Elevation Certificate. 
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6. New non-residential structures and non-residential structures to be substantially improved shall: 

a. Meet the standards in § 11.5.A.5 or, 

b. Have the lowest floor, including basement, together with attendant utility and sanitary 
facilities be designed so that two feet above the base flood elevation the structure is 
watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water and with structural 
components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and 
effects of buoyancy; a permit for flood proofing shall not be issued until a licensed 
professional engineer or architect has reviewed the structural design, specifications and 
plans, and has certified that the design and proposed methods of construction are in 
accordance with accepted standards of practice for meeting the provisions of this 
subsection. 

7. Fully enclosed areas below grade on all sides (including below grade crawlspaces and basements) 
are prohibited. 

8. Fully enclosed areas that are above grade, below the lowest floor, below BFE and subject to 
flooding, shall: 

a. Be solely used for parking of vehicles, storage, or building access, and such a condition shall 
clearly be stated on any permits; and, 

b. Be designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by allowing 
for the entry and exit of floodwaters. Such designs must be certified by a licensed 
professional engineer or architect, or meet or exceed the following minimum criteria: A 
minimum of two openings on two walls having a total net area of not less than one square 
inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding shall be provided. The bottom 
of all openings shall be no higher than one-foot above grade. Openings may be equipped 
with screens, louvers, valves, or other coverings or devices provided that they permit the 
automatic entry and exit of floodwaters. 

9. Recreational vehicles must be fully licensed and ready for highway use. 

10. A small accessory structure of 500 square feet or less that represents a minimal investment need 
not be elevated to the base flood elevation in this area, provided the structure is placed on the 
building site so as to offer the minimum resistance to the flow of floodwaters and shall meet the 
criteria in § 11.5.A.6 (above). 

11. Water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters into 
the systems. 

12. Sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters 
into the systems and discharges from the systems into flood waters. 

13. On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them or contamination 
from them during flooding. 

14. The flood carrying and sediment transport capacity within the altered or relocated portion of any 
watercourse shall be maintained, and any alteration or relocation shall not result in any decrease 
of stream stability. 
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15. Access to new subdivisions and new planned unit developments must be located on dry land 
outside the special flood hazard area. 

B. Floodway Areas- Additional Requirements 

1. Development above grade and less than one foot above the base flood elevation, are prohibited 
unless hydrologic and hydraulic analyses are performed in accordance with standard engineering 
practice, by a licensed professional engineer, certifying that the proposed development will: 

a. Not result in any increase in flood levels (0.00 feet) during the occurrence of the base 
flood; 

b. Not increase any risk to surrounding properties, facilities, or structures from erosion or 
flooding. 

2. Public utilities may be placed underground, and the analyses may be waived, where a licensed 
professional engineer certifies that there will be no change in grade and the utilities will be 
adequately protected from scour. 

C. River Corridors 

1. Development within designated centers shall be allowed within the River Corridors if the 
applicant can demonstrate that the proposed development will not be any closer to the river 
than pre-existing adjacent development. 

2. Development outside of designated centers shall meet the following criteria: 

a. In-Fill Between Existing Development:  Development must be located no closer to the 
channel than the adjacent existing primary structures, within a gap that is no more than 
300 feet, or 

b. Down River Shadow: An addition to an existing structure, or an accessory structure that is 
adjacent to an existing structure, shall be located in the shadow area directly behind and 
further from the channel than the existing structure, or within 50 feet to the downstream 
side and no closer to the top of bank. Below-ground utilities may also be placed within the 
same shadow dimensions of an existing below-ground system. 
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Figure 1 In-fill Development Standard 

 

Figure 2 Shadow Area Development Standard 

 

3. River Corridor Performance Standard 

a. Proposals that do not meet the infill or shadowing criteria in section § 11.5.C.2 must 
demonstrate and the DRB must find that the proposed development will: 

i. not be placed on land with a history of fluvial erosion damage or be 
imminently threatened by fluvial erosion; 

ii. not cause the river reach to depart from or further depart from the channel 
width, depth, meander pattern, and slope associated with natural stream 
processes and equilibrium conditions; and 

iii. not result in an immediate need or anticipated future need for stream 
channelization solely as a result of the proposed development, that would 
increase flood elevations and velocities or alter the sediment regime 
triggering channel adjustments and erosion in adjacent and downstream 
locations. 

b. Proposals that meet the infill or shadowing criteria in § 11.5.C.2 are presumed to meet the 
River Corridor Performance Standard.  However, The DRB has the option to require an 
applicant to demonstrate that a proposal meets the River Corridor Performance Standard if 
there is a concern that the proposed development is at particular risk from fluvial erosion or 
may increase fluvial erosion, based on location or past flood damage. 

11.6 Administration 

A. Application Submission Requirements 

1. Where applicable, applications for development shall include a site plan that depicts the 
proposed development, all water bodies, Special Flood Hazard Areas, floodways, River 
Corridors, the shortest horizontal distance from the proposed development to the top of 
bank of any stream, any existing and proposed drainage, any proposed fill, and pre and post 
development grades, and the elevation of the proposed lowest floor, as referenced to the 
same vertical datum as the elevation on the current Flood Insurance Rate Maps; 
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B. Referrals 

1. Upon receipt of a complete application for a substantial improvement or new construction the 
AO shall submit a copy of the application and supporting information to the State National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) Coordinator at the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, in 
accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4424. A permit may be issued only following receipt of comments 
from the Agency, or the expiration of 30 days from the date the application was mailed to the 
Agency, whichever is sooner. The AO and the DRB shall consider all comments from ANR. 

2. If the applicant is seeking a permit for the alteration or relocation of a watercourse, copies of the 
application shall also be submitted to the adjacent communities, the Stream Alteration Engineer 
at the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, and the Army Corps of Engineers. Copies of such 
notice shall be provided to the State National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Coordinator at the 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Environmental Conservation. A permit may 
be issued only following receipt of comments from the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, or 
the expiration of 30 days from the date the application was mailed to the Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources, whichever is sooner.  

C. Records 

The Administrative Officer shall properly file and maintain a record of: 

1. All permits issued in areas covered by Article XI; 

2. An Elevation Certificate with the as-built elevation (consistent with the datum of the elevation on 
the current Flood Insurance Rate Maps for the community) of the lowest floor, including 
basement, of all new, substantially improved, or flood proofed buildings (not including accessory 
buildings) in the Special Flood Hazard Area; 

3. All flood proofing and other certifications required under this regulation; and, 

4. All decisions of the DRB (including variances and violations) and all supporting findings of fact, 
conclusions, and conditions. 

11.7 Enforcement and Penalties 

A. This bylaw shall be enforced under the municipal zoning bylaw in accordance with 24 VSA Chapter 117 § 
4451, § 4452 and 24 VSA Chapter 59 §1974a, A copy of the notice of violation will be mailed the State 
NFIP Coordinator. 

B. If any appeals have been resolved, but the violation remains, the AO shall submit a declaration to 
the Administrator of the National Flood Insurance Program requesting a denial of flood insurance to 
the property pursuant to Section 1316 of the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended. 

C. Violations of the Accepted Required Agricultural Practices shall be enforced under this Section as 
violations of this bylaw. Such violations shall also be immediately reported to the Secretary of 
Agriculture for enforcement under 6 V.S.A. § 4992. 
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Article XII PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS  
12.1  
In accordance with the provisions of 24 V.S.A. 4417, Planned Unit Developments are hereby permitted in order to 
encourage flexibility and innovation in the design and layout of residential developments, and more efficient use of 
land; to facilitate the adequate and economical provisions of streets and utilities, to maximize energy 
conservation, and to preserve the natural and scenic qualities of the open land of the Town.  Accordingly, the 
Development Review Board may modify the operation of these By-laws to an application for a permit for a Planned 
Unit Development, subject to the conditions set forth herein. 

12.2 PUD Approval 
12.2.1 Upon receipt of the completed Sketch Plan, the Administrative Officer shall forward the Sketch 

Plan to the DRB for review at their next regularly scheduled meeting. In the Sketch Plan Review 
the DRB shall review the Sketch Plan and accompanying information for compliance with these 
regulations. The developer and/or his or her authorized representative shall attend the meeting 
of the DRB to discuss the requirements if requested by the AO or DRB. The DRB may schedule 
additional meetings to continue the Sketch Plan Review. 

12.2.2 Within forty-five (45) days of conclusion of the Sketch Plan Review hearing, the DRB shall 
determine, based on the information provided what details the developer will need to provide to 
the DRB for final review.   

12.3 PUD Final Plan Approval Process 
12.3.1 Within 180 days from receipt of Sketch Plan Approval the developer shall submit to the AO the 

following: 
12.3.1.1 12.3.1.1 A completed Zoning Application with fee and a survey map of the Planned 

Residential Development prepared and certified by a land surveyor duly licensed 
by the Board of Land Surveyors established under Chapter 45 of Title 26, Vermont 
Statutes Annotated and any additional engineering plans, or landscaping plans 
required by the DRB as part of the sketch plan approval process. (if the applicant is 
a person different from the owner, the owner of the parcel must also sign the 
application.)   

12.3.1.2 The names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and any municipalities 
located within 500 feet of the proposed subdivision. 

12.3.1.3 Any additional information requested by the AO 
12.3.1.4 Any additional information requested by the DRB as a result of the Preliminary 

Sketch Review. 
12.3.1.5 If the Applicant cannot complete the survey and provide the additional 

information requested within 180 days they Applicant may request an extension to 
complete the necessary work, the DRB may approve an extension for good cause. 
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12.3.2 The Administrative Officer, after receipt of the Final PUD Plans, Zoning Application, and fees, 
shall warn the application for the next regularly scheduled DRB Hearing date or within 45 days, 
whichever comes first. 

12.3.3 The DRB shall approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove the Final PUD Plan within 45 days 
of the close of the Final PUD Review Hearing.  The Decision shall be issued in writing. 

12.3.4 The DRB may, as conditions to approval of an application, determine standards for the design 
and layout of streets, curbs, gutters, street lights, fire hydrants, shade trees, water, sewage and  
drainage facilities, public utilities and other necessary public improvements.  Such standards shall 
not exceed, in the case of: 

12.4 General Standards 
12.4.1 A Planned Unit Development shall comply with the following standards and conditions: 

12.4.1.1 It will not result in undue water or air pollution.  In making this determination the 
Development Review Board shall consider with respect to the Planned Unit 
Development  (1)    the availability and capacity of municipal sewer facilities, or the 
nature of the applicable soils and subsoils and their ability to support waste 
disposal adequately, (2) the relation of the land to the flood hazard areas, (3) 
protection of ground and surface water through appropriate vegetative buffers, 
retention structures and other techniques and devices, and (4) all applicable 
regulations   of the Health Department and other State agencies. 

12.4.1.2 It will have sufficient potable water available for the reasonable foreseeable needs 
of the development. 

12.4.1.3 It will not cause unreasonable soil erosion or reduction in the capacity of the land 
to hold water so that a dangerous or unhealthy condition may result. 

12.4.1.4 It will not cause unreasonable highway congestion or unsafe conditions with 
respect    to use of existing or proposed highways. 

12.4.1.5 It will not cause an unreasonable burden on the ability of the Town to provide 
educational services and facilities. 

12.4.1.6  It will not cause an unreasonable burden on the ability of the Town to provide 
other municipal or governmental services and facilities. 

12.4.1.7 It will not have a material adverse effect on natural resources including streams, 
wetlands, scenic views, wildlife habitats, forests or farms. 

12.4.1.8 It will not have a material adverse effect on the scenic or natural beauty of the 
affected area, will be aesthetically compatible with surrounding developed 
properties, and will protect rare or irreplaceable natural areas and any historic 
sites. 

12.4.1.9 It will provide convenient allocation and distribution of common open space in   
relation to proposed development. 

12.4.1.10 It will provide an efficient layout and high-quality installation, construction, and 
maintenance of streets and public facilities. 

12.4.1.11 It will provide for cooperation with adjoining properties where necessary for 
the extension of roadway, drainage facilities, and utility lines. 

12.4.1.12 It will conform to the Town Plan. 
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12.5 Density Calculations 
12.5.1 Maximum density for a Planned Unit Development shall not exceed the density permitted in the 

district in which the development is located.  The permitted density for a development shall be 
determined as provided below: 

12.5.1.1 A base maximum density shall be established by establishing the buildable area of 
the land to be developed (excluding areas with excessively steep slopes, excessive 
wetness, and within flood hazard areas), subtracting 15% for roadways, and 
multiplying the remaining area times the permitted density per acre for the 
district.  For the purposes of this subsection, excessively steep slopes shall be 
defined as those having a slope of 1:1 or greater.  Excessive wetness shall be 
defined as areas of standing water (e.g., ponds) and wetlands as classified in the 
National Wetlands Inventory. 

12.5.1.2 The Development Review Board shall have the authority to permit densities 
greater than those allowed in Section 12.5.1.1 above according to the degree to 
which the development satisfies the general standards listed in Section 4.4.5 and 
the specific standards for a Planned Unit Development in a given district. 

12.6 Open Space 
Open space or common land shall be in a location or locations, size and configuration approved by the 
Development Review Board.  Any open space resulting from a Planned Unit Development shall   be protected by 
appropriate devices, legally enforceable by the Town and any affected parties, to insure its maintenance and 
appropriate use.  Such restrictions may include, but are not limited to, one or more of land use covenants, 
homeowners' associations, transfer or dedication for municipal use (e.g. parkland, underground utility easements, 
pedestrian easements, etc.), long term lease for recreational uses or for agriculture, or other appropriate devices. 

12.7 Miscellaneous Provisions 
12.7.1 The application for a Planned Unit Development shall specify reasonable time periods within 

which each section of the development may be started and completed.  The timetable shall be 
approved by the Development Review Board. 

12.7.2 Each application shall be prepared in accordance with the specifications of the applicable 
subdivision regulations, site plan requirements (including landscaping requirements), and other 
such data or information as the Development Review Board may require. 

12.7.3 A Planned Unit Development shall be reviewed under the standards for the district in which it is 
proposed. 

12.7.4 An application for a Planned Unit Development shall specify all land owned or controlled by the 
applicant which will be included in and be made subject to any Planned Unit Development 
approval.  Calculation of maximum allowable density and maximum allowable building coverage 
shall be based on the total land area specified in the Planned Unit Development and not on the 
individual lots, if any, within the Planned Unit Development. 
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Article XIII ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT  
13.1 Administrative Officer; Fees 

13.1.1 The Administrative Officer shall administer these bylaws pursuant to Section 4448 of the Statute.   
The Administrative Officer shall enforce these Regulations literally and in so doing shall inspect 
developments, maintain records and perform all other tasks necessary to carry out the provisions 
of these bylaws. Appeals from   any decision or act taken by the Administrative Officer shall be 
made as provided for in Sub-chapter 10 of the Statute. 

13.1.2 The Town of Lyndon currently operates with a Planning Commission and a Development Review 
Board often referred to as the Appropriate Municipal Panels (AMP).  Each AMP has a distinct set 
of responsibilities for which it is responsible. 

13.1.2.1 The primary function of the Planning Commission is to prepare and amend the 
municipal plan (town plan) and the zoning by-laws, and also to advise on 
amendments that are made by others.  The Planning Commission is charged with 
providing long term perspective to day-to-day decision-making.  The Planning 
Commission has a role of bringing the community together to see that the public’s 
interest and general welfare of the community are put ahead of personal interests.  
In addition to drafting the municipal plan and zoning by-laws the Planning 
Commission also has the following powers:  1. Prepare and present a capital 
budget;  2.  Undertake  capacity studies and make recommendations on matters of 
land development, urban renewal, transportation, economic and social 
development;  3. Require information from other departments of the municipality 
that relates to the work of the Planning Commission;  4. Participate in the regional 
planning program;  5. retain staff and consultant assistance; and 6. perform such 
other tasks as it deems necessary or appropriate in order to fulfill the duties and 
obligations imposed by Chapter 117 of Title 24.  

13.1.2.2 The primary function of the Development Review Board (DRB) is to perform 
development review.  When performing development review the DRB is acting in a 
quasi-judicial capacity because it is applying the by-laws to a specific application, 
and is in effect acting like a court.  The DRB is responsible for hearing all 
applications for development review including site plan, sub-division, variance, 
conditional use, administrative officer (AO) appeals, and other reviews authorized 
by the by-laws. 

13.1.3 Fees shall be established by the Selectboard. 
 

13.2 Applications for Permits 
No person shall commence development without first obtaining a permit therefor pursuant to these bylaws. 

Any land development not specifically authorized by, or exempt from, this bylaw is prohibited. A 
person who wishes to undertake development shall first apply in writing to the Zoning Administrator 
for a permit. 

No person shall commence development without first obtaining a permit therefor pursuant to these bylaws. 
Any land development not specifically authorized by, or exempt from, this bylaw is prohibited. A 
person who wishes to undertake development shall first apply in writing to the Zoning Administrator 
for a permit. 
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13.2.1 No person shall commence development without first obtaining a permit therefor pursuant to 
these bylaws. Any land development not specifically authorized by, or exempt from, this bylaw is 
prohibited. A person who wishes to undertake development shall first apply in writing to the 
Zoning Administrator for a permit with: 

13.2.1.1 The name of the owner of the land affected by the development 
13.2.1.2 If different, the name of the person who wishes to develop the land 
13.2.1.3 The precise location of the land 
13.2.1.4 The district or districts in which the land is located 
13.2.1.5 The book and pages where the latest deed or deeds to the land in question is 

recorded 
13.2.1.6 A brief written description of the proposed development 
13.2.1.7 The dates the development will commence and will be completed 
13.2.1.8 The estimated cost of the development 
13.2.1.9 The identity of any contractor who will perform the proposed development 

13.2.1.10 A plot plan, drawn to scale, showing  
13.2.1.10.1 the boundary lines of the land;  
13.2.1.10.2 the location of the development;  
13.2.1.10.3 existing and proposed set-backs from other buildings (if any) on the land and 
from the boundary lines of the land;  
13.2.1.10.4 the exact location of on-site water and/or on-site sewage disposal facilities, if 
any;  
13.2.1.10.5 the exact location of off-site water and/or off-site sewage disposal facilities, if 
any;  
13.2.1.10.6 the size, location, design and construction of any proposed sign; and  
13.2.1.10.7 the location of any land affected by the application that lies within a flood 
hazard area or is in the National Wetlands Inventory;  

13.2.1.11 Any other additional information the Zoning Administrator may reasonably require to    
be included in the Application. 

13.3  
In addition to the information to be included in the written application for a permit, the applicant shall   mark on 
the ground the location of all improvements to be constructed on, or otherwise made to, the affected land. 

13.4  
The procedure for granting or denying permits shall be as provided in Subchapter 9 of Chapter 117, Title 24, 
Vermont Statutes Annotated. 

13.5  
An application shall be denied immediately if any required fee, plot plan, or any required approval from   the DRB 
is not submitted with the application.   

13.6  
The Administrative Officer shall, no later than 30 days after submission of the application, either issue, deny, or 
refer a zoning permit.   
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13.7  
The Administrative Officer shall notify the applicant in writing whether the permit is approved or denied and shall 
state the reasons therefor. Any permit issued within the Special Flood Hazard Area will require that all other 
necessary permits from State or Federal Agencies have been received before work may begin. 

If the zoning permit is approved, all activities authorized by its issuance shall be completed within two years of its 
date of issue, or the zoning permit shall become null and void. 

13.8  
In connection with the issuance of zoning permits, the Administrative Officer shall comply with all of the provisions 
of Section 4449of the Act. 

13.9 Certificates of Occupancy 
13.9.1 No person shall use or occupy, or permit the use or occupancy, of any land or structure that is 

created, erected, converted, changed, altered or enlarged after the effective date of this by-law, 
unless upon completion the Administrative Officer certifies in accordance with the Act that the 
location and proposed use of the structure or land conforms to the requirements of the zoning 
permit that was granted in connection therewith. 

13.9.2 Application for a Certificate of Occupancy shall be made to the Administrative Officer on forms 
provided by the Town for that purpose. 

13.9.3 Before issuing any Certificate of Occupancy, the Administrative Officer shall first be satisfied   
that the location and proposed use of the structure or land, as completed, conforms to the 
requirements of the applicable zoning permit. 

13.9.4 The DRB may, after notice and hearing and with such conditions as seem appropriate to the DRB, 
authorize the use or occupancy of a structure or land prior to the issuance of a Certificate of 
Occupancy. 

13.10 Penalties 
Any violation of these bylaws is subject to penalty as provided in Sections 4451 and 4452 of the Act. 

13.11 Appeals  
13.11.1  Zoning Administrator Decisions 
In accordance with § 4465 of the Act, an interested person may appeal any decision or act taken by the 
administrative officer in any municipality by filing a notice of appeal with the secretary of Development 
Review Board of that municipality or with the clerk of that municipality if no such secretary has been 
elected. This notice of appeal must be filed within 15 days of the date of that decision or act, and a copy 
of the notice of appeal shall be filed with the administrative officer. 
13.11.2 Notice of Appeal 
In accordance with § 4466 of the Act,  a notice of appeal shall be in writing and shall include the name and 
address of the appellant, a brief description of the property with respect to which the appeal is taken, a 
reference to the regulatory provisions applicable to that appeal, the relief requested by the appellant, and 
the alleged grounds why the requested relief is believed proper under the circumstances. 
13.11.3 Hearing on Appeal 
The Development Review Board shall conduct a hearing of the appeal, as provided in Section 4468 of the 
Act, and such hearing shall be held within sixty (60) days of the filing of the notice of the hearing.  In 
accordance with Section 4464 of the Act, the DRB shall render a decision within forty-five (45) days after 
completing the hearing.  

 



 

48 | T o w n  o f  L y n d o n  Z o n i n g  B y l a w s  
 

13.11.4 Development Review Board Decisions 
In accordance with section 4471 of the act, an Interested Person who has participated in a proceeding of 
the Development Review Board may appeal a decision rendered in that proceeding within 30 days of such 
decision to the Vermont Environmental Court  

13.11.4.1 Participation in a local regulatory proceeding shall consist of offering, through 
oral or written testimony, evidence or a statement of concern related to the 
subject of the proceeding.  

13.11.4.2 The notice of the appeal shall be filed by certified mailing, with fees, to the 
Vermont Environmental Court and by mailing a copy to the administrative officer, 
who shall supply a list of interested persons to the appellant within five working 
days. Upon receipt of the list of interested persons, the appellant shall, by certified 
mail, provide a copy of the notice of appeal to every interested person, and, if any 
one or more of those persons are not then parties to the appeal, upon motion 
they shall be granted leave by the court to intervene. 

13.12 Public Notice 
Any public notice required by these bylaws, whether or not required by any provision of  the Act, and whether 
applicable to the DRB, shall be given by the publication of the date, place and purpose of such hearing in a 
newspaper of general publication in Lyndon and the posting of such notice in one or more public places within the 
municipality not less than 15 days prior to the date of the public hearing. The day of publication and the day of 
hearing are not included in the 15 days.  In every case in which public notice is required, such public notice shall 
include a brief summary of the purpose of the hearing. 
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Article XIV AMENDMENTS, INTERPRETATION, EFFECTIVE DATE 
14.1 Amendments 
These bylaws may be amended according to the requirements and procedures established in 24 V.S.A. §§4441 & 
4442.  

14.2 Interpretation 
14.2.1  These bylaws shall be interpreted to be minimum requirements adopted for the promotion 
of the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, and general welfare. 
 
14.2.2  The provisions of these bylaws shall not in any way impair or remove the necessity of 
compliance with any other local, state, or federal laws or regulations.  Except as is provided in 24 
V.S.A. §4413(c), and where it is specifically provided to the contrary in these bylaws, these bylaws are 
not intended to repeal, annul or in any way impair any regulations or permits previously adopted or 
issued, provided, however, that where these bylaws impose a more stringent requirement upon use 
of a structure or land than are required by any other statute, ordinance, rule, regulation, permit, 
easement or agreement, the provisions of these bylaws shall control. 

14.3 Effective Date 
The effective date of these bylaws shall be determined according with 24 V.S.A. §4442. 

14.4 Validity and Separability 
If any portion of these bylaws is held unconstitutional or invalid by a competent court, the remainder of this 
bylaw shall not be affected. 

14.5 Repeal 
The ordinance entitled the "Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Lyndon," adopted in accordance with the now 
superseded provisions of 24 V.S.A. Chapter 59, together with all changes and amendments thereto is repealed as of 
the effective date of these bylaws.
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Article XV PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILITIES 
15.1 Applicability 
The regulations contained in article 15 are in addition to and do not replace other sections of these bylaws that 
may apply to personal wireless services and facilities required to provide such services. 

15.2 Purpose 
The purpose of this Article 15 is to: 

15.2.1 encourage the development of personal wireless services in the Town of Lyndon (the "Town") to 
accommodate the needs of its residents and businesses; 

15.2.2 protect the health, safety and welfare of the Town by requiring owners and operators of 
personal wireless service facilities to (i) prevent unauthorized access to their facilities, and (ii) 
construct facilities so that they do not pose a danger to the physical safety of nearby property; 

15.2.3 encourage the co-location of facilities consistent with the provisions of Section 15.2.1; 
15.2.4 protect and preserve the scenic, historic, environmental and natural resources of the Town; 
15.2.5 authorize the Town to regulate the location, design, appearance, construction, monitoring, 

modification, and removal of facilities; and 
15.2.6 discourage the location of facilities in the Park District, Residential Neighborhood Districts, 

residential areas and parks. 

15.3 Authority 
Pursuant to Chapter 117 of Title 24 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, the Development Review Board ("the 
DRB") is hereby authorized to review, to approve with or without conditions, and to deny applications for approval 
of site plans and for zoning permits to establish personal wireless service facilities in the Town.  A DRB is 
authorized to hire persons and firms to conduct independent technical reviews of and investigations into an 
application on its behalf to advise the DRB about such applications, and to require an applicant for approval of a 
site plan or for a zoning permit to establish personal wireless service facilities to pay the reasonable costs thereof.  
In the event an applicant will be required to pay for such services, the DRB shall first notify the applicant thereof in 
writing.  The notice shall also inform the applicant of the estimated cost of such services and the identity of the 
firm or person that will provide them. 

15.4 Certain Requirements of Federal Law 
In addition to other findings required by this Article 15 and these Bylaws, a DRB shall find that any decision it 
makes about an application for a zoning permit or approval of a site plan for personal wireless service facilities is 
consistent with federal laws and regulations.  The DRB shall not: 

15.4.1 prohibit the establishment of personal wireless service facilities in the Town; 
15.4.2 unreasonably discriminate between or among providers of functionally equivalent personal 

wireless service services; or 
15.4.3 deny a permit to establish or regulate personal wireless services on the basis of the 

environmental effects of radio frequency emissions if the personal wireless services and facilities 
comply with all applicable federal laws and regulations concerning such emissions.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, telecommunications facilities may be located in the Park District, the Main Street 
District, or a park only if the applicant shows that the proposed location of the facilities will provide personal 
wireless services that are superior to the services that can be provided from other locations that are or may be 
available for the location of telecommunications facilities.  Such facilities shall be installed inside a structure 
approved by the DRB and shall not be visible from outside the structure.  In a Residential Neighborhood District 
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and residential areas facilities shall be installed inside a structure approved by the DRB, and/or shall have minimal 
visual impact from outside the structure. 

15.5 Permits 
A facility may be permitted as a conditional use in any district in the Town if it satisfies all of the requirements of 
this Article 15.  An applicant for a permit to establish a facility must (i) be a provider of personal wireless services, 
or (ii) include in its application for approval of a site plan or for a zoning permit a copy of a binding contract with a 
provider of personal wireless services to utilize its facility.  No person shall commence construction or installation 
of or modification to any facility without first obtaining site plan approval and conditional use permit from the 
Development Review Board. 

15.6 The Application 
In addition to all other information required by these bylaws, an applicant for approval of a site plan or a zoning 
permit to establish a facility shall include the following information in or with the application:  
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15.6.1 the landowner(s) of record of the applicable site; 
15.6.2 if the applicant is not a natural person, the state in which it is organized and the street and 

mailing addresses of its principal office; 
15.6.3 the name(s), address(es) and telephone number(s) of the person(s) to be contacted about the 

application;  
15.6.4 the person(s) authorized to act on the applicant's behalf in the event of an emergency affecting 

the facility; 
15.6.5 engineering reports addressed to the DRB from qualified and licensed engineers, each bearing 

the engineers' signatures, stamps or seals, and registration numbers: 
15.6.5.1 describing the height, design and elevation of the facilities;  
15.6.5.2 certifying the height above grade for all proposed mounting positions for any 

antennas to be located on a structure and the minimum separation distances 
between the antennas; 

15.6.5.3 describing the capacity of a proposed structure, including the number, height, 
width and type of facilities that the applicant expects the structure to 
accommodate;  

15.6.5.4 describing how the applicant will avoid radio frequency interference with any 
existing or approved personal wireless services in the Town and surrounding areas 
including information demonstrating there will be no interference, and evidence 
that the information has previously been provided to public safety agencies and 
other providers or users of telecommunications services that might be affected by 
the applicant's facilities; 

15.6.5.5 demonstrating that no existing facilities or other structures, whether within or 
outside of the Town, can reasonably be used or modified to enable the applicant 
to provide adequate personal wireless services in the Town; 

15.6.5.6 identifying changes to existing facilities or sites in their current state that would 
enable the applicant to provide adequate personal wireless services in the Town;  

15.6.5.7 describing the output frequency, number of channels, power output per channel, 
signal pattern and area of coverage for each proposed facility; 

15.6.5.8 if applicable, stating reasons for seeking capacity in excess of the applicant's 
immediate requirements, as well as plans the applicant has for the development of 
additional personal wireless service or facilities within the Town or within a radius 
of 15 miles of the Town; 
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15.6.5.9 describing the radio frequency radiation at the site, whether the personal wireless 
services the applicant proposes to provide are regulated by any state or federal 
agency, and the evidence on which the statement is based; certifying that the 
personal wireless services and facilities will comply with all applicable federal and 
state laws and regulations; and 

15.6.5.10 providing any other information required by the DRB with respect to a 
particular application for a permit;  

15.6.6 a binding commitment obligating the applicant, the landowner and its, his, her or their 
successors to permit shared use of a proposed structure at commercially reasonable cost if 
additional users agree to satisfy reasonable terms and conditions for shared use including 
compliance with all applicable Federal and State regulations and the standards and requirements 
of this Article XV; 

15.6.6.1 in the case of an application to install a facility on an existing structure, a copy of 
the applicant's contract with the owner of the existing structure; and 

15.6.6.2 if one is required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 
4321 4347, a copy of the Environmental Assessment final report. 

15.7 Requirements for Applications for Site Plan Approval 
In addition to the requirements found elsewhere in this ordinance, site plans for proposed personal wireless 
services and facilities shall include the following information:  

15.7.1 a copy of a portion of the most recent USGS Quadrangle map showing the area within a five-mile 
radius of the proposed site;  

15.7.2 a map showing the area within a 1250-foot radius of the site drawn at the scale of one (1) inch 
equals one hundred (100) feet, including the facilities, topography, public and private roads and 
driveways, buildings and structures, bodies of water, wetlands, landscape features, historic sites 
and wildlife habitats.  This map shall show the property lines of the proposed site and all 
easements or rights of way needed for access from a public way to the facilities; 

15.7.3 proposed site plans of the personal wireless service facilities showing all improvements including 
but not limited to landscaping, utility lines, guy wires, screening, building footprints and roads;  

15.7.4 building elevations of all facades indicating all exterior materials and colors of the personal 
wireless service facilities;  

15.7.5 in the case of a proposed site for a tower, the average height of the existing vegetation within 
200 feet of the base of the tower;  

15.7.6 sequence and time schedule for completion of the construction of each phase of the facilities; 
and 

15.7.7  such other information required by the DRB with respect to a particular application. 
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15.8  Design Requirements for Personal Wireless Service Facilities 
15.8.1 Proposed facilities shall be designed to minimize any adverse effect on the view from any 

vantage point within the surrounding area.  The height and mass of personal wireless service 
facilities shall not exceed those which are essential for its intended use and public safety.  In no 
event shall the height of a personal wireless service facility exceed 140 feet above grade. 

15.8.2 Towers, antennas and any structures shall be designed to the extent possible to blend into the 
surrounding environment, except in cases in which state or federal authorities have imposed 
contrary requirements. 

15.8.3 All structures (except for utility poles where specifically exempted by the DRB) shall satisfy the 
setback requirements of the zoning district in which the proposed facility is to be located.  In the 
case of an application to install a tower, if the setbacks in the applicable zoning district are less 
than 150% of the height of the tower, the minimum distance from the base of the tower to any 
property line shall be not less than 150% of the height of the tower. 

15.8.4 The Development Review Board may impose conditions requiring that ground mounted 
equipment, antennas and structures be screened from view. 

15.8.5 The Development Review Board may require construction of fences or other devices that will 
prevent unauthorized entry onto a facility. 

15.8.6 he Development Review Board shall require that a facility be maintained in a good state of repair 
at all times.  If a permittee fails to maintain a personal wireless service facility in a good state of 
repair, the Town may perform such maintenance at the sole expense of the permittee. 

15.9 Changes to Existing Personal Wireless Service Facilities 
An alteration of or addition to a previously approved facility shall require a permit amendment when any of the 
following are proposed:  

15.9.1 a change in the number of structures or facilities on the permitted site;  
15.9.2 a material change in the technology used at the facility; or  
15.9.3 the addition of or change to any equipment resulting in greater visibility, structural wind loading 

or height that was not authorized in the original permit 

15.10  Lighting, Signs and Noise 
Facilities shall not be illuminated by artificial means unless such lighting is required by federal or state law or 
regulation. Any lighting shall be subject to review and approval by the DRB. The DRB may require that the design of 
a proposed facility be altered to eliminate the need for lighting.  No signs or lettering shall be placed on a tower or 
antenna unless required by federal or state law or regulation.  Noise created by the existence or from the 
operation of any facility shall be undetectable at the perimeter of the site on which facilities are located. 
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15.11 Temporary Wireless Communication Personal Wireless Service Facilities 
Any personal wireless service or facility designed for temporary use is subject to the following: 

15.11.1 a person shall apply for a permit to install a facility or provide personal wireless services for 
temporary use;  

15.11.2 temporary personal wireless services or facilities may be permitted for no longer than ten days.  
A permit for or site plan approval of a temporary facility may be renewed for good cause shown; 

15.11.3 a temporary facility shall not exceed 50 feet in height from grade; and 
15.11.4 temporary personal wireless services and facilities shall be subject to all other applicable sections 

of these regulations.  

15.12 Abandoned Personal Wireless Facilities 
15.12.1 Abandoned facilities shall be removed as follows: a facility or an element thereof shall be 

deemed to have been abandoned if (i) it is not placed in service within two (2) years of the date 
on which a zoning permit for the facility was issued, or (ii) if it is not used for more than 180 days 
in any calendar year other than the first year of its operation; and 

15.12.2 abandoned personal wireless service facilities shall be removed within 180 days of cessation of 
use unless an extension of time is granted by the DRB for good cause shown.  In the event a 
personal wireless service facility is not removed within 180 days of the cessation of use, the 
Town shall notify the permittee and the owner of the affected land and the Town may remove 
any or all of the facilities.  Costs of removal shall be assessed against and paid by the property 
owner and the owner of the personal wireless service facilities. 

15.13  Communications Antennae and Facilities 
15.13.1 Except to the extent bylaws protect historic landmarks and structures listed on the state or 

national register of historic places, no permit shall be required for placement of antennae used 
to transmit, receive, or transmit and receive communications signals on that property owner's 
premises if the aggregate area of the largest faces of the antennae is not more than eight square 
feet, and if the antennae and any mast support does not extend more than 12 feet above the 
roof of that portion of the building to which the mast is attached. 

15.13.2 If an antenna structure is less than 20 feet in height and its primary function is to transmit or 
receive communication signals for commercial, industrial, institutional, nonprofit or public 
purposes, it shall not be regulated under this chapter if it is located on a structure located within 
the boundaries of a downhill ski area and permitted under this chapter. For the purposes of this 
subdivision, "downhill ski area" means an area with trails for downhill skiing served by one or 
more ski lifts and any other areas within the boundaries of the ski area and open to the public for 
winter sports. 

15.13.3 The regulation of a telecommunications facility, as defined in 30 V.S.A. § 248a, shall be exempt 
from municipal approval under this chapter when and to the extent jurisdiction is assumed by 
the public service board according to the provisions of that section. 

15.13.4 A municipality may regulate communications towers, antennae and related facilities in its bylaws 
provided that such regulations do not have the purpose or effect of being inconsistent with 
subdivisions (A) through (C) of this subdivision (8). 
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15.14 De minimis telecommunications impacts 
An officer or entity designated by the municipality shall review telecommunications facilities applications, and 
upon determining that a particular application will impose no impact or de minimis impact upon any criteria 
established in the bylaws, shall approve the application. (Added 2003, No. 115 (Adj. Sess.), § 95; amended 2005, 
No. 172 (Adj. Sess.), § 5, eff. May 22, 2006; 2007, No. 79, § 15; 2007, No. 79, § 15, eff. June 9, 2007; 2009, No. 54, § 
45, eff. June 1, 2009.) 

15.15 Bond 
The Development Review Board shall require, as a condition of any zoning permit to install a facility, that the 
Permittee post a bond, irrevocable letter of credit, or other security reasonably satisfactory to the DRB, with such 
terms and conditions that the DRB may require, as security for the payment of any costs incurred by any person 
under Sections 15.8.1 and 15.12. 
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Article XVI SIGNAGE 
16.1 Purpose 
The purpose of these sign regulations is to encourage the use of free-standing and building signage which is 
compatible with the community character, is readable, clear, non-distracting to vehicular traffic, and is maintained 
in safe and good repair. ensure businesses, activities, events, or products are provided with sufficient opportunity 
for identification and promotion while also 1) protecting public safety, 2) promoting effective identification, 
communication, and wayfinding, and 3) maintaining and enhancing a visual environment that is compatible with 
the small-town setting of Lyndon. 

16.2 Applicability 
A zoning permit shall be required prior to the erection, construction, enlargement, or alteration of location, 
orientation, quantity, or material or replacement of any outdoor sign, except for signs which are specifically exempt 
under these by-laws. The maintenance, repair, or replacement in-kind of an existing sign does not require a permit. 
All changes must meet all other standards of this bylaw.   

16.3 General Standards 
All signs other than those specified as being exempt shall require a zoning permit issued by the AO.  The number, 
type, and size of permitted signs may be found in Table 16.13 16.17. 

16.3.1 Signs must be constructed of a durable material intended for exterior use, such as wood, metal, 
dibond, or window decal graphics. The use of vinyl or plastic banners as a permanent sign is 
specifically prohibited. An interim sign (while waiting for a permanent sign) can be made of vinyl 
or plastic as long as the sign is granted a permit and is not posted on the premises for a time 
length exceeding 90 days. 

16.3.2 Any sign not meeting the requirements of the applicable sections of this Article shall require 
conditional use approval.  

16.4 Exempt Signs 
No zoning permit application shall be required for the following types of signs in accordance with 10 V.S.A. § 
494. Please refer to Vermont State Statue for more information and details on exempt signs. 
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16.4.1 Signs located on or in the rolling stock of common carriers. 
16.4.2 Signs on registered and inspected motor vehicles except those which are determined by the 

travel information council to be circumventing the intent of this chapter. 
16.4.3 Signs, with an area of not more than 260 square inches, identifying stops or fare zone limits of 

common carriers by motor bus. 
16.4.4 Signs erected by the state or town on public roads including “welcome” signs and official traffic 

control signs. 
16.4.5 A residential directional sign each of which does not exceed four square feet in area, along 

highways other than limited-access facilities (but not within the highway right-of-way), except 
that a permit is required if the person maintains a professional, commercial or business activity 
at this residence and wishes to indicate its existence. 

16.4.6 Signs of a duly constituted governmental body, including traffic and similar regulatory devices, 
legal notices, or warnings at railroad crossings  

16.4.7 Small signs displayed for the direction, instruction or convenience of the public, including signs 
which identify rest rooms, freight entrances, posted areas or the like, with a total surface area 
not exceeding four square feet. 

16.4.8 Signs to be maintained for not more than two weeks announcing an auction, or a campaign, drive 
or event of a civic, philanthropic, or religious organization. 

16.4.9 Memorial signs or tablets. 
16.4.10 Signs erected by county fairs and expositions for a period not to exceed three six weeks. 
16.4.11 Directional signs for farmer’s markets or the sale of agricultural products harvested or produced 

on the premises, not to exceed six square feet. Directional signs, subject to regulations adopted 
by the Federal Highway Administration with a total surface area not to exceed six square feet 
providing directions to places of business offering for sale agricultural products harvested or 
produced on the premises where the sale is taking place, or to farmers' markets that are 
members of the Vermont farmers market association selling Vermont agricultural products. 

16.4.12 Murals that relate exclusively to a downtown designated under 24 V.S.A. chapter 76A, (please 
see 10 VSA 494 for specific requirements.) 

16.4.13 Municipal informational and guidance signs (wayfinding signs). The surface area of alternative 
signs shall not exceed 12 square feet, and the height of such signs shall not exceed 12 feet in 
height. The proposal shall be approved by the municipal planning commission for submission to 
and adoption by the local legislative body. 

16.4.14 Signs displaying a message of congratulations, condolences, birthday wishes, or displaying a 
message commemorating a personal milestone or event; provided, however, any such message is 
maintained for not more than two weeks 

16.4.15 sign that is a banner (fabric, cloth, vinyl, or plastic cardboard) erected over a highway right-of-
way for not more than 21 days if the bottom of the banner is not less than 16 feet 6 inches above 
the surface of the highway and is securely fastened with breakaway fasteners and the proposed 
banner has been authorized by the legislative body of the municipality in which it is located.  

 

16.5 Other Exempt Signs  
16.5.1 A sign advertising the sale or lease or rent of real estate by the owner or an agent shall not have 

an area of more than six square feet, including the panel and the frame. Signs attached to "for 
sale" or "for lease" signs which state "sold," "sale pending," "sale under contract" or similar 
messages shall not be permitted. 
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16.5.2 A sign displaying the menu of a restaurant business (aka menu board) that is attached to the 
exterior of the building shall not have an area of more than forty (40) square feet in any district 
where a restaurant is a permitted or conditional use.  

16.5.3 One (1) promotional sign, including but not limited to a sandwich board sign or advertising 
banner or streamer, shall not have an area of more than six square feet and must be taken inside 
the establishment at the close of business and placed on the sidewalk or in front of the building 
during business hours in a location that does not impede traffic. The one promotional sign must 
not conflict with the limitations set in these Bylaws.  

16.5.4 Murals and signs having a historical or cultural significance. This includes but is not limited to, 
The White Market Coca Cola mural, the Gold Flour ghost mural, and the Bag Balm three-
dimensional signs. 

16.6 Prohibited Signs 
No official business directional sign, on-premise sign, residential directional sign, or exempt sign may be erected or 
maintained, which: 

16.6.1 Interferes with, imitates or resembles any official traffic control sign, signal or device, or 
attempts or appears to attempt to direct the movement of traffic. 

16.6.2 Prevents the driver of a motor vehicle from having a clear and unobstructed view of official 
traffic control signs and approaching or merging traffic. 

16.6.3 Contains, includes or is illuminated by any flashing intermittent or moving lights, or moves or has 
any animated or moving parts, except that this restriction shall not apply to a traffic control sign, 
barber poles, theatre marquees that conform with state law. 

16.6.4 Is located upon a tree, or painted or drawn upon a rock or other natural feature, except that this 
restriction shall not apply to residential directional signs. 

16.6.5 Advertises or calls attention to a business or other activity, or a profession, commodity, product, 
service or entertainment not on the premises.  Except for those that conform with state law.  

16.6.6 Advertises activities which are illegal under any state or federal law applicable at the location of 
the sign or of the activities. 

16.7 Illuminated Signs (10 VSA 495) 
16.7.1  Illuminated signs shall be shielded in such a way as to produce no glare, light pollution to the 

night sky, undue distraction to vehicular traffic, hazard to the surrounding area, or a nuisance to 
adjoining properties.  

16.7.2  A sign may be illuminated only by a continuous, non-flashing light of a single color. Such lighting 
must be effectively focused and shielded so that it does not cause undue glare, impair the vision 
of drivers or illuminate neighboring properties. 

16.7.3 Table 16.13 16.17 shows the Districts whereby Externally and Internally lighted signs are 
permitted and the allowed hours for lighted signs for each district.. 

16.7.4 The period of time a sign may be lit will be determined by the Zoning District in which it falls.  
Table 16.13 provides the required time at which signs must be turned off. Any sign not meeting 
the requirements of Section 16.7 shall require conditional approval. 
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16.8 Building signs 
16.8.1 No flush-mounted sign erected on a A building sign lies flush to the wall, gable end, roof section 

or any other part of a structure. A building sign shall not be allowed to extend beyond the overall 
length of the building the sign is mounted on, nor shall the sign be allowed to extend above the 
highest roof or ridge line of any part of that structure. (Figures 1, & 2, & 3) 

16.8.2 A building sign on a non-conforming building shall not be considered a non-conforming sign so 
long as the sign meets the other requirements of these bylaws. 

16.8.3 Any sign not meeting the requirements of Section 16.7.1 shall require a conditional use approval. 
Building signs count toward the total number and total square footage of signs allowed in each 
district. The allowed square footage for a building sign in each district is summarized in Table 
16.17. 

  
16.9 Protruding Signs Setbacks 

16.9.1 A protruding sign extends outward from the wall of a building. It may be perpendicular to the 
building wall or at an angle, but its message is intended to be read primarily by people 
approaching from one or both sides. This includes marquees or awnings that contain signs. 

16.9.2 Protruding signs count toward the total number and total square footage of signs allowed in each 
district, summarized in Table 16.17. 

16.9.3 A protruding sign may not extend more than six (6) feet beyond the building wall from which it 
projects. 

16.9.4 The lowest point on a protruding sign must be at least 7 feet 6 inches above grade.  
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16.10 Freestanding Signs Conditional Use 
16.10.1 Freestanding signs are limited to one (1) frame or monument per lot. Lots containing more than 

one business must not exceed the allowed square footage requirements per the district for all 
signs within the freestanding sign frame or monument space. This may mean smaller signs are 
within the frame/display space. 

16.10.2 Measuring for smaller signs within one freestanding frame is shown in Figure 4 (i.e., two 2’x3’ 
signs equal 12 square feet of signage).   

16.10.3 Freestanding signs count toward the total allowed square footage of signage for each district 
(see Table 16.17). All freestanding signs must meet the setback requirements detailed in 16.11. 

16.10.4 Freestanding signs must not exceed the sign height maximums for each district (See Table 16.17). 
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16.11 Setbacks 
16.11.1 No official business directional sign, on-premise sign, residential directional sign, or exempt sign 

shall be placed within the road Right of Way; or along any road or street in a manner which 
obstructs the line of sight for vehicular traffic. This is intended to mean that in some instances a 
sign may need to be set back from the road more than just the edge of the right of way in order 
to ensure safety. 

16.11.2 In cases where a sidewalk exists, the sign must be out of the Right of Way limits of the road, and 
the sign must be set back at least 4 feet from the non-road side edge of the sidewalk. 

16.11.3 All signs shall meet the required side and rear setbacks for the district in which they are located. 
Please refer to the Minimum Requirements for Development chart found within these Bylaws for 
setback requirements.  

 

16.12 Event Signs 
16.12.1 One (1) special event sign is allowed per lot at one time, including but not limited to banners, 

streamers, or pennants. 
16.12.2 The one (1) special event sign shall not measure more than 16 square feet. 
16.12.3 An event sign is not a promotional sign (i.e. sandwich board). 
16.12.4 An event sign can be posted for no more than 28 days. 
16.12.5 An event sign is allowed for a maximum of four events per calendar year.  

 

16.13 Non-conforming Signs 
Any sign that was lawfully in place prior to the enactment or amendment of these regulations and does not 
conform to the standards herein with respect to area, height, setback, location on building, or number of signs 
permitted, is hereby known as a nonconforming sign. 

16.13.1 A nonconforming sign shall not be enlarged, extended, moved, or orientation unless such 
changes are to bring the sign into more compliance with these regulations by at least 20% of the 
total measurement the sign is out of compliance (setback, square footage, building location, or 
number of signs). 

16.13.2 A nonconforming sign can be maintained, repaired, or replaced in-kind so long as there are no 
changes in dimension, orientation, location, or quantity. All other changes require a sign permit. 

16.13.3 A nonconforming sign that has been damaged or destroyed by fire or other accident may be 
reestablished, providing that such repair or replacement occurs within eighteen (18) months of 
the date of such damage or destruction. 

16.13.4 A nonconforming sign that has been abandoned for more than eighteen (18) months or identifies 
a business, activity, or product that has not existed at that location for more than eighteen (18) 
months must be removed. 

16.13.5  A building sign on a non-conforming building shall not be considered a non-conforming sign so 
long as the sign meets the other requirements of this bylaw. 

 

16.14  Conditional Use Permits 
Signage requirements that apply to entire districts fail by their nature to account for all of the different 
conditions that exist within each district. Such requirements should not be conclusive and binding land use 
requirements subject to the inflexible requirements of Section 4469 of the Act. An applicant may apply for a 
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conditional sign permit to have additional signs on the property, subject to the sign square footage 
requirements for the district in which the property is located. for signage of a different size, design, material 
type, or location than set forth in this Article.  

16.14.1 All conditional permits must meet the requirements set for in section 4.2 of the Bylaws. 
16.14.2 The DRB can consider requests for additional signage, after notice and hearing. The applicant 

must provide 1) evidence of special or unique building circumstances that are exceptional to the 
character of the district, and 2) scaled renderings of the signs on the building. Upon DRB decision, 
the total allowed square footage for the location cannot exceed the distributions in 16.14.2.1 and 
16.14.2.2.  

16.14.2.1 Conditionally permitted freestanding on-premises signs may be erected or maintained with a 
total square are of not more than 150 square feet per sign (10 VSA 494) 

16.14.2.2 Conditionally permitted building signs may be erected or maintained, with a total square area 
of not more than 200 square feet per sign.  

16.14.3 Projects located on parcels that are adjacent to the Village & Main, Commercial, or Industrial 
districts can seek additional signage after review of professional rendered drawings by the DRB. 
The DRB can provide additional signage square footage up to 75% of the neighboring district so 
long as all the conditional use requirements set forth in 4.2 are met. 
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16.15 Measurement 
16.15.1 The measurement of a sign’s area shall be the area as measured by the product of its total height 

and total width, and shall be considered to include all lettering and background which is an 
element of the sign but not including any support framework or bracing which is incidental to the 
sign and which are not designed to attract attention.  (Figures 5 & 6) If the applicant is using 
individual letters the spaces between letters shall be counted as part of the sign’s square footage 
(Figure 4). 

16.15.2 The area of one (1) side of a double-faced sign shall be regarded as the total area of the sign as 
long as the content and size of the faces are the same.  Each face shall be measured individually 
if the content is different. 

16.15.3 The area of a multi-faced sign shall be measured as the total square footage divided by the 
number of sides if the contents and size of the faces are the same.  Each face shall be measured 
individually if the content is different. 

16.15.4 The maximum allowable area of a sign shall include all permanent signs attached, painted, or 
applied to a building façade (and windows). If an establishment has walls fronting on two (2) or 
more streets, the sign area for each street shall be computed separately and shall not exceed the 
allowed square footage per each side of the building.  

16.15.5 The height measurement for signage shall be from the average existing grade to the highest 
point of either the sign itself, or the sign posts, whichever was tallest. (Figures 5 & 6) 
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16.16  Business Plaza 
16.16.1 In instances where a business plaza is located on an individual property, the property shall be 

allowed to have a freestanding sign at the maximum size allowed for the district in which the 
property is located. Refer to 16.10 for measurement specifications for multiple signs within one 
freestanding sign frame. In addition, each individual business within the business plaza shall be 
allowed one building sign 16 square feet or smaller. 

16.16.2 Each individual business within the business plaza shall be allowed building signs at a proportion 
to the total signage square footage allowed, to be determine by the landholder, and in 
consideration of preexisting signs on the building. 

 

16.17 Sign Requirements Table 
Districts:  
Commercial, 
Industrial 

Max Area Max Area 
per (1) sign 

Max Height Number Lighting Standards 

Building* and Ground 
Mounted (combined) 

Greater of 
100 sq ft or 
2 sq ft per 
building 
lineal 
frontage 

75 sq ft Building 
mounted signs 
must meet 
requirements of 
16.8 and/or 
16.9 

Per storefront**- 
Quantity of 
building signs is 
unlimited within 
Max Area 

Externally, internally, or 
unlit. 
 
Light extinguished one 
hour after closing. 

1 projecting sign 
per entity 

20’ for ground 
mounted 

1 frame per lot Externally, internally, or 
unlit. 

Districts:  
Residential 
Neighborhood, Park, 
Institutional Control 

Max Area Max Area 
per (1) sign 

Max Height Number Lighting Standards 

Building* and Ground 
Mounted (combined) 

10 10 Building 
mounted signs 
must meet 
requirements in 
16.8 and/or 
16.9 

1 building sign 
(including 
projecting) 

Externally lit or unlit. 
 
Lighting extinguished 
one hour after closing or 
10pm, whichever comes 
first. 

8’ for ground 
mounted 

1 frame per lot Externally lit or unlit. 

District: 
Village & Main 

Max Area Max Area 
per (1) sign 

Max Height Number Lighting Standards 

Building* and Ground 
Mounted (combined) 

Greater of 
60 sq ft or 2 
sq ft per 
building 
lineal 
frontage 

75 sq ft Building 
mounted signs 
must meet 
requirements in 
16.8 and/or 
16.9 

Per storefront**- 
quantity of 
building signs is 
unlimited within 
MAX AREA 

Externally lit or unlit 
+Internally (with 
conditional use 
approval).  
 
Lighting extinguished 
one hour after closing. 

1 projecting sign 
per entity 

12’ for ground 
mounted 

1 frame per lot Externally lit or unlit 
+Internally (with 
conditional use 
approval). 

District:  
Rural Residential 

Max Area Max Area 
per (1) sign 

Max Height Number Lighting Standards 
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Building* and Ground 
Mounted (combined) 

36 36 Building 
mounted signs 
must meet 
requirements of 
16.8 and/or 
16.9 

1 building sign 
(including 
projecting) 

Externally lit or unlit. 
 
Lighting extinguished 
one hour after closing or 
10pm, whichever comes 
first.  

12’ for ground 
mounted 

1 frame per lot Externally lit or unlit. 
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16.18 Sign Requirements Table 
 BUILDING FREESTANDING 

TOTAL ALLOWABLE 
SIGNAGE 

 
 

FREE-STANDING SIGN HEIGHT 
(IN FEET) 

 

SIGN SETBACK (IN FEET) ALLOWABLE 
LIGHTING  

Zoning   
District 

# of 
Allowed 

Signs 

Total 
Square FT 

# of 
Allowed 

Signs 

Total 
Square 

FT 

# of 
Allowed 

Signs 

Total 
Square FT 

Minimum Maximum Front Side Rear Type Hours of 
operation 

Rural 
Residential 2 36 1 12 2 36 see below + 12 

see 
below: 

*,** 
25 25 External or unlit 

One Hour After 
Closing or 10:00 
PM, whichever 

comes first. 

Residential 
Neighborhood 2 10 1 10 2 10 see below + 8 

see 
below: 

*,** 
25 25 External or unlit 

One Hour After 
Closing or 10:00 
PM, whichever 

comes first. 

Village 
Commercial 2 60 1 20 2 60 see below + 12 

see 
below: 

*,** 
0 or 15 0 or 

25 

External or unlit.  
*Internally (with 
conditional use 

approval. 

One Hour After 
Closing. 

Park 1 4 1 5 1 5 see below + 8 
see 

below: 
*,** 

10 25 External or unlit 

One Hour After 
Closing or 10:00 
PM, whichever 

comes first. 

Industrial 1 100 1 40 2 100 see below + 20 
see 

below: 
* ** 

25 25 External, Internal, 
or unlit 

One Hour After 
Closing. 

Lyndon 
Corner 
Industrial 

1 100 1 40 2 100 see below + 20 
see 

below: 
*,** 

75 75 External, Internal, 
or unlit 

One Hour After 
Closing or 10:00 
PM, whichever 

comes first. 

Commercial 1 100 1 40 2 100 see below + 20 see 
below: 

 

25 25 External, Internal, 
or unlit 

One Hour After 
Closing. 

Main Street 2 60 1 20 2 60 see below + 12 
see 

below: 
*,** 

0 or 15 0 or 
25 

External or unlit.  
*Internally (with 
conditional use 

approval. 

One Hour After 
Closing or 10:00 
PM, whichever 

comes first. 
Commercial/I
ndustrial 1 100 1 40 2 100 see below + 20 see 

below: 
 

25 25 External, Internal, 
or unlit 

One Hour After 
Closing. 

Institutional 
Control 2 10 1 10 2 10 see below + 8 

see 
below: 

*,** 
25 25 External or unlit 

One Hour After 
Closing or 10:00 
PM, whichever 

comes first. 
Front Setback for signs:  sign shall be out of the Right of Way limits of the road.  
** Where sidewalks exist, signs shall be out of the Right of Way limits of the road, and the sign must be setback at least four feet from the non-road side edge of the sidewalk 
+  No sign shall be placed along any road or street in a manner which obstructs the line of sight for vehicular traffic. 
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Article XVII DEFINITIONS  
“Accessory Dwelling Unit” A distinct unit that is clearly subordinate to a single-household dwelling, and has facilities 
and provisions for independent living, including sleeping, food preparation, and sanitation, provided there is 
compliance with the following: (i) the property has sufficient wastewater capacity and (ii) the unit does not exceed 
30 percent of the total habitable floor area of the single-household dwelling or 900 square feet, whichever is 
greater. One ADU is allowed as permitted in districts where a single-household dwelling is a permitted use except 
for flood hazard, river corridor, and fluvial erosion areas. An accessory dwelling unit is defined under 24 V.S.A. § 
4412 (1) (E). 

“Accessory Structure or use” a structure or use which is clearly incidental and subordinate to the principal use of or 
structure on a lot, located on the same lot as the principal structure or use, and clearly and customarily related to the 
principal structure or use. For residential uses these include, but may not be limited to garages, garden and tool sheds, 
playhouses, and chicken coops/runs.  

 “Act” means Chapter 117 of Title 24, Vermont Statutes Annotated. 

“Administrative Officer (AO)” is the administrative officer for the Town of Lyndon appointed pursuant to 24 V.S.A.  
§ 4448. 

"Adult Care Facilities” A state regulated or licensed facility providing adult care and meeting the specific requirements 
per specific definition as defined by the State of Vermont in 33 V.S.A. § 7102. “Adult Care Facilities” is distinct from 
“Residential Care Homes” as defined in the ordinance.  

“Assisted-Living Residences” A licensed program or facility that combines housing, health, and other services to 
support residents’ independence and aging in place. Housing units must provide a private bathroom, bedroom, 
living space, kitchen facilities, and a lockable door. 

“Nursing Home”: An institution or distinct part of an institution which is primarily engaged in providing to its 
residents skilled nursing care, rehabilitation services to injured, disabled or sick individuals, and 24-hour health 
related care and services to individuals who, because of their mental or physical condition, require institutional 
care and services. 

“Therapeutic Community Residence” A place, however named, excluding hospitals as defined by statute, 
which provides, for profit or otherwise, transitional individualized treatment to three or more residents 
with major life adjustment problems, such as alcoholism, drug abuse, psychiatric disability, or 
delinquency. 

“Affordable Housing” means either of the following: 

(A)  Housing that is owned by its inhabitants whose gross annual household income does not exceed 80 
percent of the county median income, or 80 percent of the standard metropolitan statistical area income 
if the municipality is located in such an area, as defined by the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, and the total annual cost of the housing, including principal, interest, taxes, 
insurance, and condominium association fees is not more than 30 percent  of the household's gross 
annual income.  

(B) Housing that is rented by its inhabitants whose gross annual household income does not exceed 80 
percent of the county median income, or 80 percent of the standard metropolitan statistical area income 
if the municipality is located in such an area, as defined by the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, and the total annual cost of the housing, including rent, utilities, and condominium 
association fees, is not more than 30 percent of the household's gross annual income. 
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“Affordable Housing Development” means a housing development of which at least 20 percent of the units or a 
minimum of five units, whichever is greater, are affordable housing units. Affordable units shall be subject to 
covenants or restrictions that preserve their affordability for a minimum of 15 years or longer as provided in 
municipal bylaws. 

“Agriculture” The commercial cultivation or other commercial use of land for growing food, fiber, Christmas trees, 
maple sap, or horticultural and orchard crops; or the raising, feeding or management of livestock, poultry, equines, 
fish or bees; or the operation of greenhouses; or the production of maple syrup; or the on-site storage, preparation 
and sale of agricultural products principally produced on the farm; or the on-site production of fuel or power from 
agricultural products or waste principally produced on the farm. This definition includes the activities listed in the 
definition of agriculture found in 10 V.S.A. § 6001 (G) and (H) which are: 

 (G) the raising, feeding, or management of four or more equines owned or boarded by the farmer, 
including training, showing, and providing instruction and lessons in riding, training, and the management of 
equines; or 

 (H) the importation of 2,000 cubic yards per year or less of food residuals or food processing residuals 
onto a farm for the production of compost provided that: 

  (i) the compost is principally used on the farm where it is produced; or 

  (ii) the compost is produced on a small farm that raises or manages poultry. 

“Antenna” means a device for the transmission or reception of personal wireless service signals together with any 
appurtenances to an antenna. 

“Appropriate Municipal Panel” is defined as a Planning Commission, the Zoning Board of Adjustment, Development 
Review Board, or a Legislative Body performing development review.  

“Asphalt, Cement Aggregate Plant or Hot-Mix Plant” A manufacturing facility used to produce material for the 
paving of roads, streets, parking lots, sidewalks and other areas that must have a hard, flat surface. 

“Bank/financial institution” The use of a structure or part of a structure for the custody, loan, exchange, issue, managing 
money, for the extension of credit, or for facilitating the transmission of funds. 

“Bar/cocktail lounge/tavern/brewery” A business enterprise or part thereof used primarily for the retail sale or 
dispensing of liquor or alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premise, or the part of a building, structure, or 
premise of a private club, association or organization that dispenses liquor or alcoholic beverage for consumption on the 
premises. 

“Base Flood” means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year 
(commonly referred to as the “100-year flood”). 

“Base Flood Elevation” (BFE) is the elevation of the water surface elevation resulting from a flood that has a 1 
percent chance of equaling or exceeding that level in any given year. On the Flood Insurance Rate Map the 
elevation is usually in feet, in relation to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929, the North American 
Vertical Datum of 1988, or other datum referenced in the Flood Insurance Study report, or the average depth of 
the base flood, usually in feet, above the ground surface. 
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“Bed and Breakfast” A portion of an operator occupied dwelling made available to overnight guests on a short-
term basis (less than 30 days) and serving breakfast to the guests only. 

“BFE” see “Base Flood Elevation”. 

 “Buffer” means an undisturbed area consisting of trees, shrubs, ground cover plants, duff layer, and generally 
uneven ground surface that extends a specified distance horizontally across the surface of the land from the mean 
water level of an adjacent lake or from the top of the bank of an adjacent river or stream. 

“Business Plaza” for the purposes of these Regulations, a business plaza consists of three or more directly adjoining 
retail and/or service establishments served by common curb cuts, access facilities, or parking areas. 

“DRB” means the Development Review Board for the Town of Lyndon established pursuant to the Act. 

“Cabin” see “Recreational Camp” 

“Campground” A parcel of land under the control of an individual or individuals, an organization, or a government entity 
where residence is offered or provided on two-or-more sites for seasonal or short-term stays in cabins, tents, or lean-tos 
– or sites designed for mobile camping with recreational vehicles, truck/van campers, and/or travel 
trailers.                                                                                                        

“Primitive Campground” A parcel of land, where either no facilities are provided or where rudimentary facilities 
(privies and fireplaces) are provided for the comfort or convenience of the camper(s).  

“Developed Campground” A parcel of land that provides access to large vehicular traffic where sites are 
substantially developed with two or more utilities (refuse disposal, restrooms, or camp store) 

“Car Wash” A facility used for washing, waxing, polishing, and/or the general cleaning of passenger vehicles, 
recreational vehicles, or other light duty equipment. 

“Cemetery” Land used or intended to be used for the burial or storage of deceased persons or animals (e.g., graves, 
vaults, mausoleums) and dedicated for such purposes. 

“Channel” means an area that contains continuously or periodic flowing water that is confined by banks and a 
streambed. 

“Channel width” (or bankfull width) is the width of a stream channel when flowing at a bankfull discharge.  The 
bankfull discharge is the flow of water that first overtops the natural banks.  This flow occurs, on average, about 
once every 1 to 2 years. 

“Childcare Facility” Any place or program operated as a business or service on a regular or continuous basis, whether for 
compensation or not, whose primary function is protection, care, and supervision of children under 16 years of age 
outside their homes for periods of less than 24 hours a day by a person other than a child's own parent, guardian, or 
relative. Capacity limitations are set by the Department for Children and Families and must be abided by. 

“Home childcare facility” shall be considered by right to constitute a permitted accessory use to single-
household dwelling units – but may need site plan approval based on local zoning requirements. A “childcare 
facility” and “family childcare home” are defined under 33 V.S.A. § 3511. 
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“Church (Place of Worship)” A building or group of buildings where people assemble for religious worship and 
which is maintained and controlled by a religious body that is primarily intended for conducting organized religious 
services and associated accessory uses. 

“Common plan of development” is where a structure will be refurbished over a period of time.  Such work might be 
planned unit by unit. 

“Compensatory storage” means a volume not previously used for flood storage and which shall be in a volume not 
previously used for flood storage and which shall be incrementally equal to the theoretical volume of flood water 
at each elevation, up to and including the base flood elevation, which would be displaced by the proposed project. 
Such compensatory volume shall have an unrestricted hydraulic connection to the same waterway or water body. 
Further, with respect to waterways such compensatory volume shall be provided within the same reach of river, 
stream, or creek. 

“Critical facilities” means facilities that are vital to public health and safety, including police stations, fire and 
rescue facilities, hospitals, shelters, schools, nursing homes, water supply and waste treatment facilities. 

“Designated center” means a downtown, village center, new town center, growth center, or neighborhood 
development area designated pursuant to 24 V.S.A. Chapter 76A. 

“Development” see “Land Development”. 

“Dwelling Unit” is a structure or portion of a structure intended for habitation by a household that provides 
complete independent facilities and provisions for living, including sleeping, food preparation, and sanitation. 

“Single- Household Dwelling” A structure designed for and occupied by one household. 

"Two-Household Dwelling" A structure designed for and occupied by two separate household units, with the 
number of households not exceeding the number of dwelling units. 

“Multi-Household Dwelling” A structure designed for and occupied by three or more separate household 
units, with the number of households not exceeding the number of dwelling units. 

“Equilibrium condition” means the width, depth, meander pattern, and longitudinal slope of a stream channel that 
occurs when water flow, sediment, and woody debris are transported by the stream in such a manner that it 
generally maintains dimensions, pattern, and slope without unnaturally aggrading or degrading the channel bed 
elevation. 

“Existing manufactured home park or subdivision” means a manufactured home park or subdivision for which the 
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including, at a 
minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of 
concrete pads) is completed before the effective date of the floodplain management regulations adopted by 
a community. 

“Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision” means the preparation of additional sites by the 
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufacturing homes are to be affixed (including the 
installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 

“Extraction of Earth Resources” - the removal or recovery of soil, rock, minerals, or organic substances other than 
vegetation from water or land, on or beneath the surface thereof. 
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“Facility” ("facilities") means facilities for the provision of personal wireless services. 

“Fairgrounds” A delineated area for limited time events and commercial uses. May have stadium structures and barn-
like structures.  All other uses need to go through regular zoning procedures. 

“Farm Structure” In accordance with 4413 (d) of the Act, any building for housing livestock, raising horticultural or 
agronomic plants, or carrying out other practices associated with agriculture or required agricultural practices. This 
includes a silo or a farm stand for the sale of agricultural products principally produced on the farm, but specifically 
excludes other types of farm stands and dwellings for human habitation.  

“Farm Employee Residence” means a single- or two- household dwelling occupied only by employees (and such 
employee's household if any) of the farm on which the residence is located. 

“Fill” means any placed material that changes the natural grade, increases the elevation, or diminishes the flood 
storage capacity at the site. 

“FIRM” see “Flood Insurance Rate Map”. 

“Flood” means (a) a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas 
from: the overflow of inland or tidal waters; the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from 
any source; and mudslides which are proximately caused by flooding and are akin to a river of liquid and flowing 
mud on the surfaces of normally dry land areas, as when earth is carried by a current of water and deposited along 
the path of the current.  (b) The collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or other body of water as a 
result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical levels or 
suddenly caused by an unusually high water level in a natural body of water, accompanied by a severe storm, or by 
an unanticipated force of nature, such as flash flood or abnormal tidal surge, or by some similarly unusual and 
unforeseeable event which results in flooding. 

“Flood Insurance Rate Map” (FIRM) means an official map of a community, on which the Federal Insurance 
Administrator has delineated both the special flood hazard areas and the risk premium zones applicable to the 
community.  In some communities the hazard boundaries are available in paper, pdf, or Geographic Information 
System formats as a Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM). 

“Flood Insurance Study” means an examination, evaluation, and determination of flood hazards and, if appropriate, 
the corresponding water surface elevations or an examination, evaluation, and determination of mudslide (i.e., 
mudflow) and /or flood related erosion hazards. 

“Floodplain or flood-prone area” means any land area susceptible to being inundated by water from any source 
(see definition of “flood”). 

“Flood proofing” means any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or adjustments to 
structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real property, water and sanitary 
facilities, structures, and their contents. 

“Floodway” means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved 
in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one 
foot at any point.  Please note that Special Flood Hazard Areas and floodways may be shown on a separate map 
panels. 
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“Fluvial Erosion” is erosion caused by streams and rivers.  Fluvial erosion can be catastrophic when a flood event 
causes a rapid adjustment of the stream channel size and/or location.  

“Forestry”- Commercial silviculture practices, including the activities related to the management of forests, 
including a timber harvest; pruning; planting; reforestation; pest, disease, and invasive species control; wildlife 
habitat management; and fertilization. Forestry includes the primary processing of forest products of commercial 
value on a parcel where the timber harvest occurs. 

“Frontage” shall mean the width of a lot measured at the line where the lot adjoins the abutting public highway or 
public waters.  

“Functionally dependent use” means a use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is located or 
carried out in close proximity to water.  

“Funeral Home” A structure or part of a structure intended to prepare deceased people or animals for burial or 
cremation and to hold funeral services. 

“Gas Station/Fuel Distribution” An establishment principally used for the sale of any type of fuel, including but not 
limited to gasoline, propane, diesel, biofuels, and electricity, and other motor vehicle related products. A “gas 
station/fuel distribution” site can apply for conditional use of the site to include a retail store (if the zone allows for that 
use) that sells limited lines of grocery and household items. This definition specifically excludes motor vehicle repairs, 
motor vehicle sales, salvage yards, parking facilities, park and ride facilities, and truck terminals. 

“Grading” means the movement or replacement of topsoil or other material originating on the site and within the 
hazard area. Grading results in minor or no changes in topographic elevations. If new material is brought from 
outside the hazard area and such new material is not offset with an equal or greater removal of material from the 
portion of the site within the hazard area, the new material shall be considered “fill” and shall not be considered 
grading.  

“Historic structure” means any structure that is: (a) listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a 
listing maintained by the Department of the Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as 
meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; (b) certified or preliminarily determined by 
the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district 
preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district; (c) individually listed on a state 
inventory of historic places in states with historic preservation programs which have been approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior; or (d) individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic 
preservation programs that have been certified either: (i) by an approved state program as determined by the 
Secretary of the Interior or (ii) directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs. 

“Home Occupation” an occupation carried on for profit inside of a dwelling unit or subordinate accessory structure, 
which is customary in residential areas, does not use more than a minor portion of the occupant’s dwelling, is 
carried on by the occupant of the dwelling, does not change the character of the area in which it is situated, and is 
secondary to the use of the property as a dwelling by the residents thereof. 

“Household” one or more persons occupying a dwelling unit and living together. This includes (a) members of a single 
family, all of whom are related by blood, adoption, foster care, marriage, or civil union. (b) no more than six unrelated 
adults and their minor children. (c) a residential care home licensed by the State of Vermont, serving not more than 
eight persons who have a disability as defined in 9. V.S.A. § 4501 
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“Indoor Recreation/Arts/Community Facility” Any structure, or a portion thereof, with a primary use of cinema, 
performance arts, visual arts, sport, recreation, social or cultural activities. 

“Infill development” means construction, installation, modification, renovation, or rehabilitation of land, interests 
in land, buildings, structures, facilities, or other development in an area that was not previously developed but is 
surrounded by existing development. 

“Interested Person” means any one of the following:  (1) A person owning title to property, or a municipality or 
solid waste management district empowered to condemn it or an interest in it, affected by a bylaw, who alleges 
that the bylaw imposes on the property unreasonable or inappropriate restrictions of present or potential use 
under the particular circumstances of the case.  (2) The municipality that has a plan or a bylaw at issue in an appeal 
brought under this chapter or any municipality that adjoins that municipality.  (3) A person owning or occupying 
property in the immediate neighborhood of a property that is the subject of any decision or act taken under this 
chapter, who can demonstrate a physical or environmental impact on the person's interest under the criteria 
reviewed, and who alleges that the decision or act, if confirmed, will not be in accord with the policies, purposes, 
or terms of the plan or bylaw of that municipality.  (4) Any ten persons who may be any combination of voters or 
real property owners within a municipality listed in subdivision (2) of this subsection who, by signed petition to the 
appropriate municipal panel of a municipality, the plan or a bylaw of which is at issue in any appeal brought under 
this title, allege that any relief requested by a person under this title, if granted, will not be in accord with the 
policies, purposes, or terms of the plan or bylaw of that municipality. This petition to the appropriate municipal 
panel must designate one person to serve as the representative of the petitioners regarding all matters related to 
the appeal.  (5) Any department and administrative subdivision of this state owning property or any interest in 
property within a municipality listed in subdivision (2) of this subsection, and the agency of commerce and community 
development of this state. 

“Land Development” means the division of a parcel into two or more parcels; the construction, reconstruction, 
conversion, structural alteration, relocation or enlargement of any structure; any mining, excavation or landfill for 
a commercial purpose; and any change in the use of any structure or land or extension of the use of land. "Land 
Development" does not include the replacement of an existing sign with another sign of the same type 
construction and having the same or less area than the sign being replaced. For regulator purposes within the 
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) or River Corridor, “development” means any human-made change to improved 
or unimproved real estate, including but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, 
grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations, or storage of equipment or materials. 

“Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA)” is a letter issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency officially 
removing a structure or lot from the flood hazard zone based on information provided by a licensed engineer or 
surveyor.  This is used where structures or lots are located above the base flood elevation and have been 
inadvertently included in the mapped special flood hazard area. 

“Light Industry”- A business and/or facility, or portion thereof, engaged in processing, assembly, distribution, or 
packaging of natural or man-made products, equipment storage, where such activity results in minimal adverse off-
site effects on air quality, water quality, noise or vibration level, odor, light, or glare. 

“Lodging Establishment” Any lodging establishment with more than two guest rooms/units that caters to the traveling 
and transient public, and advertises that they have lodging, by the night, weekend, week, or month. This includes, but is 
not limited to, bed and breakfasts, inns, motels, hotels, and lodges. Restaurant, meeting, event, and recreation facilities 
open to the public may be allowed as a mixed use, subject to conditional use review, in zoning districts in which other 
such uses also are allowed. These facilities must comply with all State regulations. 
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“Lot” means a parcel of land occupied or to be occupied by a building or buildings, a mine, an excavation, or a 
landfill.  A lot shall be of sufficient size to meet the minimum requirements of this bylaw.  A lot shall have frontage 
on a public highway, or access thereto by a legal perpetual right-of-way not less than fifty feet in width.  A lot may 
consist of (a) a single lot of record; (b) a portion of a lot of record; (c) a combination of complete lots of record, or 
complete lots of record and portions of lots of record, or of portions of lots of record; and (d) a parcel of land 
described by metes and bounds. 

“Lowest floor” means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area, including basement, except an unfinished or 
flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an area other than a 
basement area is not considered a building’s lowest floor provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render 
the structure in violation of the applicable non-elevation design requirements of 44 CFR 60.3. 

“Lumber Yard” A tract of land that has finished/unfinished lumber and other building supplies displayed for sale to 
the public and/or wholesalers. This Includes log yards. 

“Manufactured home (or Mobile home)” means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built 
on a permanent chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when attached to the 
required utilities.  The term “manufactured home” does not include a “recreational vehicle”. 

“Manufactured or mobile home park or subdivision” means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two 
or more manufactured/mobile home lots for rent or sale. 

“Manufacturing & Fabricating”- the processing, treatment and/or conversion of raw, semi-finished or finished 
materials into a different, more or less refined form or state, including the physical assembly, from standardized 
parts, of a distinct or finished product that differs from its individual components. This definition does not include 
the processing of agricultural goods raised on the premises, which falls under the definition of agriculture.  

“Medical Clinic” The use of a structure or part of a structure to provide healthcare services to people or animals as 
outpatients. 

“Mobile Home” see “Manufactured home”.   

“Mobile Home Park”  Any site, lot, field or tract of land upon which two or more occupied mobile homes are 
harbored, either free of charge or for revenue purposes, and shall include any building, structure, or enclosure 
used or intended for use as part of the equipment of such mobile home park. 

“Motor Vehicle Repairs” An establishment whose principal purpose is the repair of motor vehicles, including body shops, 
general vehicle and engine repair shops, and rebuilding and/or reconditioning shops. Gasoline stations are specifically 
excluded from this definition. See Gas Station/Fuel Distribution, Motor Vehicle Sales. 

“Motor Vehicle Sales” A business selling, offering to sell, soliciting, or advertising the sale of motor vehicles. This includes 
the display and repair of vehicles on the premises. 

“New construction” for regulation under this bylaw, means structures for which the start of construction 
commenced on or after the effective date of the floodplain management regulation adopted by the community 
and includes any subsequent improvements to such structures.  

“New manufactured home park or subdivision” means a manufactured home park or subdivision for which the 
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a 
minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of 
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concrete pads) is completed on or after the effective date of floodplain management regulations adopted by 
a community. 

“Nonconforming structure” means a structure or part of a structure that does not conform to the present bylaws 
but was in conformance with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations prior to the enactment of the present 
bylaws, including a structure improperly authorized as a result of error by the administrative officer. Structures 
that were in violation of the bylaws at the time of their creation, and remain so, remain violations and are not 
nonconforming structures. 

“Nonconforming use" means use of land that does not conform to the present bylaws but did conform to all 
applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations prior to the enactment of the present bylaws, including a use 
improperly authorized as a result of error by the administrative officer.  

“Nonconformity” means a nonconforming use, structure, lot, or parcel. 

“Non-residential” includes, but is not limited to: small business concerns, churches, schools, nursing homes, farm 
buildings (including grain bins and silos), pool houses, clubhouses, recreational buildings, government buildings, 
mercantile structures, agricultural and industrial structures, and warehouses. 

“Office” A structure, or a portion thereof, in which administrative, clerical, or professional services are performed. 

“Outdoor Recreation" The organized or unorganized use of fields, trails, bodies of water, or other land for recreational 
purposes including but not limited to, swimming pools, tennis courts, skating rinks, playground equipment, horseback 
riding trails and facilities, associated storage and accessory buildings, and similar facilities. 

“Person” means an individual, a corporation, a partnership, an association, or any other incorporated or 
unincorporated organization or group. 

“Personal Wireless Services and Facilities" The commercial mobile services, unlicensed wireless services, and common 
carrier wireless exchange access services as those terms are defined in Title 47 of the United States Code. 

“Planned Unit Development" means one or more lots, tracts, or parcels of land to be developed as a single entity, 
the plan for which may propose any authorized combination of density or intensity transfers or increases, as well 
as the mixing of land uses. This plan, as authorized, may deviate from bylaw requirements that are otherwise 
applicable to the area in which it is located with respect to lot size, bulk, or type of dwelling or building, use, 
density, intensity, lot coverage, parking, required common open space, or other standards in accordance with 24 
V.S.A. § 4303. 

“Planning Commission” means the Planning Commission of the Town of Lyndon established pursuant to the Act. 

“Private Club” means an establishment operated on a not-for-profit basis for social, recreation or education 
purposes, but open only to members and members' guests, and not to the general public. 

“Public Building or Facility” A building or facility owned, used and controlled for public purposes by any department or 
branch of governments, state, county or municipal. This includes, but is not limited to (a) water and wastewater 
infrastructure, (b) parkland, (c) underground utility easements, (d) pedestrian easements, (e) government offices, or (f) 
other development that enhances the infrastructure or facilities offered to the public within the municipality.  

“Reach” is generally defined as is a section of a stream or river along which similar hydrologic conditions exist, such 
as discharge, depth, area, and slope. It can also be the length of a stream or river (with varying conditions) 
between two streamgages, or a length of river for which the characteristics are well described by readings at a 
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single streamgage.  However, in practical use, a reach is just any length of a stream or river. The term is often used 
by hydrologists when they are referring to a small section of a stream or river rather than its entire length.  

“Recreational Camp or Cabin” A structure, such as a hunting camp, that is intended to be and is in fact occupied only for 
recreational purposes and that lacks one or more of the following: (i) inside running water, (ii) insulation, (iii) interior 
heat, (iv) a wastewater disposal system. A conversion of a recreational camp to a residence shall require a new 
application for a permit and a Certificate of Occupancy before it can be occupied as a residence.  

“Research/Testing Lab” The analysis of testing and/or developing results of products. For medical products, 
human, and medications, the company should meet all necessary regulations, licensing, and certifications that 
apply. 

“Residential Care Home” A facility, however named and licensed as level III or IV by the State of Vermont, which 
provides for profit or otherwise, room, board, and personal care to three or more residents unrelated to the licensee, 
excluding a licensed foster care home. Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 4412 a residential care home serving not more than eight 
persons who have a disability as defined in 9. V.S.A. § 4501, shall be considered by right to constitute a permitted single-
household dwelling. A “Residential Care Home” is distinct from “Adult Care Facilities” as defined in the ordinance.  

“Restaurant” A food service establishment subject to Vermont Department of Health regulations where food and 
beverages are prepared and/or served to consumers. This includes but is not limited to coffee shops, cafeterias, snack 
bars and drive-through restaurants with indoor or outdoor ordering, food trucks, eat-in restaurants, bar/cocktail 
lounge/tavern/brewery venues, as well as kitchens and catering facilities in which food is prepared on the premises for 
consumption on or off site. The term “restaurant” shall include a bar area within the restaurant. 

"Retail Store or Service” The use of a building, or portion thereof, for the sale of goods and services to the public. 
“Services” are often intangible sales (i.e. beauty, spa, massage, computer repair, laundromat, etc.). “Stores” are often 
selling tangible goods (i.e. hardware, clothing, home goods, grocery, etc.). 

“River” means the full length and width, including the bed and banks, of any watercourse, including rivers, streams, 
creeks, brooks, and branches which experience perennial flow. “River” does not mean constructed drainageways, 
including water bars, swales, and roadside ditches. 

“River Corridor” means the land area adjacent to a river that is required to accommodate the dimensions, slope, 
planform, and buffer of the naturally stable channel and that is necessary for the natural maintenance or natural 
restoration of a dynamic equilibrium condition, as that term is defined in 10 V.S.A. §1422, and for minimization of 
fluvial erosion hazards, as delineated by the Agency in accordance with the ANR River Corridor Protection Guide.  

“Salvage Yard” Any place of outdoor storage or deposit for storing, keeping, processing, buying, or selling junk or as a 
scrap metal processing facility. “Salvage yard” also means any outdoor area used for operation of an automobile 
graveyard. It does not mean a garage where wrecked or disabled motor vehicles are stored for less than 90 days for 
inspection or repairs. It does not mean a certified solid waste facility where scrap metal is containerized upon receipt or 
after refrigerant removal. A salvage yard must be enclosed with a fence for safety. A State permit is required for the 
operation of a Salvage Yard under 24 V.S.A. Chapter 61, subchapter 10. 

“School” A facility used for education, instruction or research in any branch of knowledge including, but not limited 
to, private and public elementary and secondary schools, colleges, universities, business schools, trade schools, 
schools of dance, and schools of martial arts, etc. 

“Self-Storage Facility" A building or group of buildings and associated external areas containing separate, individual, and 
private storage spaces available for lease or rent for the purpose of inactive storage only and which are not accessory 
structures to residential uses. No wholesale or resale sales are permitted at self-storage facilities. 
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“Sign” means any device including graphic, alphabetic, or pictorial presentation used to convey commercial 
messages seen from the public thoroughfare or right-of-way. This definition specifically excludes merchandise 
normally displayed in a storefront window, public art and murals, or flags.   

“Slaughterhouse” Any building, plant, or establishment where animals are harvested, dressed, or processed and their 
meat or meat products are packaged for human consumption. This includes any associated facilities for moving or 
storing the animals, the meat products, and waste/by-products.  

“Special Flood Hazard Area” is the floodplain within a community subject to a 1 percent or greater chance of 
flooding in any given year.  This area is usually labeled Zone A, AE, AO, AH, or A1-30 in the most current flood 
insurance studies and on the maps published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Maps of this area 
are available for viewing in the municipal office or online from the FEMA Map Service Center: msc.fema.gov.  Base 
flood elevations have not been determined in Zone A where the flood risk has been mapped by approximate 
methods.  Base flood elevations are shown at selected intervals on maps of Special Flood Hazard Areas that are 
determined by detailed methods.  Please note, where floodways have been determined, they may be shown on 
separate map panels from the Flood Insurance Rate Maps. 

“Start of construction” for purposes of floodplain management, determines the effective map or bylaw that 
regulated development in the Special Flood Hazard Area. The “start of construction” includes substantial 
improvement and means the date the building permit was issued provided the actual start of construction, repair, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition placement, or other improvement was within 180 days of the permit date.  
The actual start means either the first placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, such as the 
pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of 
excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home on a foundation.  Permanent construction does not include 
land preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or 
walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, footing, piers, or foundations or the erection of 
temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or 
sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure.  For a substantial improvement, the actual 
start of construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of a building, 
regardless whether that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building. 

“Storage,” for regulator purposes within the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) or River Corridor, shall means the 
aggregation of materials, items, or objects whether natural or human-made; that is kept as a stockpile, collection, 
or inventory; where individual materials from the stockpile, collection or inventory may change, but where the 
general footprint of the stored materials continues to be used for the same purpose; whether set upon the land or 
within a container, structure, or facility; and that would not otherwise be in compliance with applicable 
development standards. 

“Street” means any public thoroughfare affording access to property.  

"Structure" means an assembly of materials with a fixed location on the ground or attached to something having a 
fixed location on the ground, intended for occupancy or use. This term includes, but is not limited to, a building, 
mobile home, trailer, tractor trailer, billboard or sign. For the purpose of this bylaw, the term structure does not 
include a wall or fence. For regulatory purposes within the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFA) and River Corridor, 
“structure” means a walled and roofed building, as well as a manufactured home, and any related built systems, 
including gas or liquid storage tanks. “Substantial damage” means damage of any origin sustained by a structure 
whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before-damaged conditions would equal or exceed 50 percent of 
the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. 
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“Substantial improvement” means any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement of a 
structure after the date of adoption of this bylaw, the cost of which, over three years, or over the period of a 
common plan of development, cumulatively equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the structure 
before the “start of construction” of the improvement.  This term includes structures which have incurred 
“substantial damage”, regardless of the actual repair work performed.  The term does not, however, include either: 
(a) Any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of state or local health, sanitary, or 
safety code specification which have been identified by the local code enforcement official and which are the 
minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions or (b) Any alteration of a “historic structure”, provided that the 
alteration will not preclude the structure’s continued designation as a “historic structure”. 

“Suitable Pad” means a solid foundation that will not heave in the winter. For mobile home installation, a suitable 
pad could include a concrete slab, gravel, asphalt, piles, frost walls, or any other stable platform.  

"Telecommunications and Teleprocessing Facilities” Telecommunications is the electronic transmission of information 
over distances. A facility, or portion of a facility, that is used to store, assemble, or distribute the electronic transmission 
of communication services and technologies, including devices, equipment, networks, and applications that support 
communication at a distance. 

 
 “Top of Bank” means the point along a streambank where 
an abrupt change in slope is evident, and where the stream 
is generally able to overflow the banks and enter the 
adjacent floodplain during flows at or exceeding the average 
annual high water stage.  

“Top of Slope” means a break in slopes adjacent to steep-
banked streams that have little or no floodplain; or a break 
in slope where the side slopes adjacent to an incised, or 
deeply cut, channel meet floodplains that have been 
abandoned or are undergoing abandonment. 
 
“Tower” means any structure on which one or more 
antennas are to be mounted. 

“Truck Terminal” A facility used for the purpose of loading or unloading materials or goods from trucks, for the 
primary purpose of transferring materials and goods, either for distribution or changing from one transportation 
carrier to another. The definition of "truck terminal" does not include the facility of a shipper of origin or receiver 
of goods at the final destination. 

“Use” means the specific purpose for which a structure or land is or may be occupied, maintained, designated or 
intended.  The term "Permitted Use" or its equivalent does not include any nonconforming use or nonconforming 
structure. 

“Violation” means the failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with these bylaws.  Within 
the context of the flood hazard regulations, a structure or other development without an elevation certificate, 
other certifications, or other evidence of compliance required in 44 CFR 60.3 is presumed to be in violation until 
such time as that documentation is provided. 

“Watercourse” means any perennial stream. “Watercourse” shall not include ditches or other constructed channels 
primarily associated with land drainage or water conveyance through or around private or public infrastructure. 
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“Wetland” means an area inundated by surface or ground water with a frequency to support aquatic vegetation or 
aquatic life that depend on saturated or seasonally saturated soil conditions for growth and reproduction. 

“Wholesale Storage and/or Distribution (non-hazardous materials)” Establishments or places of business primarily 
engaged in storing and/or selling of raw materials or manufactured goods and merchandise to retailers; to industrial, 
commercial, institutional, or professional business users; to other wholesalers; or acting as agents or brokers and buying 
merchandise for, or selling to individuals or companies. This term shall not include the wholesale storage and/or 
distribution of hazardous materials. 

“Wholesale Storage and/or Distribution (hazardous materials)” Establishments or places of business primarily 
engaged in the wholesale storage and/or distribution of hazardous materials, including but not limited to highly 
flammable liquids or gasses (including propane) or other inherently dangerous good, such as fireworks or 
explosives. 
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ALLOWED LAND USE MATRIX  
LAND USE Rural 

Residential 
Residential 
Neighborhood 

Village 
and Main  

Park Industrial Commercial 

ADU P P P P 
 

P 
ADULT CARE FACILITY 

  
C 

   

AGRICULTURE P C* C* C* C* C* 
ASPHALT, CEMENT, AGGREGATE PLANT 

    
C 

 

BANK/FINANCIAL INSTITUTION 
  

C 
  

P 
BAR/COCKTAIL LOUNGE/TAVERN/BREWERY 

  
P 

  
P 

BED AND BREAKFAST C 
  

C 
  

CAMPGROUND C 
     

CAR WASH 
  

C 
  

C 
CEMETERY C 

     

CHURCH C* C* C* C* C* C* 
CHILDCARE FACILITY C C C 

  
C 

EXTRACTION OF EARTH RESOURCES C 
   

C C 
FAIRGROUNDS C 

     

FORESTRY P* C* C* C* C* C* 
FUEL DISTRIBUTION/ GAS STATION 

  
C 

 
C C 

FUNERAL HOME 
  

P 
  

C 
HOME OCCUPATION P P P P 

 
P 

INCINERATOR 
    

C 
 

INDOOR RECREATION/ARTS/COMMUNITY FACILITY 
 

P 
  

P 
LIGHT INDUSTRY C 

   
P C 

LODGING ESTABLISHMENT   P   P 
LUMBER YARD 

    
C C 

MANUFACTURING, FABRICATING & RESEARCH/LABS 
   

C 
 

MEDICAL CLINIC C 
 

C 
  

C 
MOBILE HOME PARK C C 

   
C 

MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR 
  

C  
 

C C 
MULTI-HOUSEHOLD DWELLING C C P C 

 
P 

OFFICE 
  

P C P P 
OUTDOOR RECREATION  C C 

    

PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILITIES C C C C C C 
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT C C C 

   

PRIVATE CLUB C 
 

C 
  

C 
PUBLIC BUILDING or FACILITY C* C* C* C* C*  C* 
RECREATIONAL CAMP OR CABIN P 

     

RECYCLING CENTER 
    

C 
 

RESTAURANT 
  

P 
  

P 
RETAIL STORE OR SERVICE 

  
P 

  
P 

SALVAGE YARD     C  
SCHOOL C* C* C* C* C* C* 
SINGLE HOUSEHOLD DWELLING P P P P 

 
P 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE 
    

C 
 

SELF STORAGE FACILITY 
    

P C 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND TELEPROCESSING FACILITY 

   
C C 

TRUCK TERMINAL 
    

C C 
TWO HOUSEHOLD DWELLING P P P P 

 
P 

WS. STORAGE/DISTIRBUTION (NON-HAZARDOUS MATERIALS) C 
 

P C 
WS. STORAGE/DISTRIBUTION (HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS)  

    
C 
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR DEVELOPMENT1 

CLASS MIN LOT  
AREA per Unit 

MIN LOT 
SIZE 

1-HOUSEHOLD 

MIN 
FRONTAGE 

MIN 
FRONT 

SETBACK 

MIN 
REAR 

SETBACK 

MIN 
SIDE 

SETBACK 

MIN 
BUFFER 

MAX % 
BUILDING 

COVERAGE 
 

RURAL RESIDENTIAL 
1 15,000 20,000 100 40 25 25 10 20 
2 20,000 25,000 125 40 25 25 10 20 
3 30,000 40,000 150 40 25 25 10 20 

 
RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD 

1 12,500 20,000 100 40 25 25 10 20 
2 17,500 25,000 125 40 25 25 10 20 
3 20,000 35,000 125 40 25 25 10 20 

 
VILLAGE AND MAIN  

1 only 2 units 
7,500 

10,000 65 30 25 15 10 20 

1 2 story, 3+ 
units 3,000* 

15,000** 65 30 25 15 10 20 

1 3 story, 3+ 
units 1,500* 

15,000** 65 30 25 15 10 20 

1 Commercial only:    4,000 50 0 0 0 0 100 
*Required lot size per unit AND each commercial use. **minimum lot size 

 
PARK 

1 4,250 8,500 65 30* 25 10 5 20 
*30 Feet OR in line with other residences on the street. 

 
INDUSTRIAL 

1 One Acre 150 50 25 25 10 25 
2 Two Acres 200 50 25 25 10 25 
3 Three Acres 250 50 25 25 10 25 

 
1  Numbers for lot size are in square feet, and setbacks are in feet. 
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR DEVELOPMENT (CONT.)2 

CLASS MIN LOT  
AREA per UNIT 

MIN LOT 
SIZE 

1 HOUSEHOLD 

MIN 
FRONTAGE 

MIN 
FRONT 

SETBACK 

MIN 
REAR 

SETBACK 

MIN 
SIDE 

SETBACK 

MIN 
BUFFER 

MAX % 
BUILDING 

COVERAGE 
 

LYNDON CORNER INDUSTRIAL 
 

2 Three Acres 400 50 75 75 75 20 
 

COMMERCIAL 
 

1 only 2 unit 
10,000 

20,000 100 40 25 25 10 20 

2 only 2 units, 
12,500 

25,000 125 40 25 25 10 20 

3 only 2 units, 
20,000 

40,000 150 40 25 25 10 20 

ALL All Commercial: 30,000 150 50 25 25 10 20 
 

Lot Area Per Unit or Use, More Than Two 
1  2 story, 3+ 

units: 6,000 
20,000** 100 40 25 25 10 20 

1 3 story, 3+ 
units 4,000 * 

20,000** 100 40 25 25 10 20 

2  3+ units 
8,000* 

25,000** 125 40 25 25 10 20 

3 3+ units 
12,000 

40,000** 150 50 25 25 10 20 

 
INSTITUTIONAL CONTROL 

1 30,000 20,000 100 40 25 25 10 20 
2x * 40,000 35,000 125 40 25 25 10 20 

1 All other: 1 Acre 150 50 25 25 10 20 
2x * All other: 2 Acres 200 50 25 25 10 20 

* No on-site water

 
2 Numbers for lot size are in square feet, and setbacks are in feet. 
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ZONING DISTRICT MAP (02/22/22) 

 


	Article I Adoption & Purpose
	1.1 Adoption
	1.2 Purpose

	Article II  Zoning Districts
	2.1 Establishment of Zoning Districts

	Article III District Objectives and District regulations
	3.1 Rural Residential
	3.1.1 Permitted Uses
	3.1.1.1 Agriculture*
	3.1.1.2 Forestry*
	3.1.1.3 Single-household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit)
	3.1.1.4 Two-household dwelling
	3.1.1.5 Home occupation
	3.1.1.6 Recreational camp or Cabin

	3.1.2 Conditional Uses
	3.1.2.1 Multi-household dwelling
	3.1.2.2 Public building or facility*
	3.1.2.3 Outdoor recreation
	3.1.2.4 Light industry
	3.1.2.5 Planned Unit Development
	3.1.2.6 Extraction of earth resources
	3.1.2.7 Bed and Breakfast
	3.1.2.8 Childcare facility
	3.1.2.9 Mobile home park
	3.1.2.10 Campground
	3.1.2.11 Church*
	3.1.2.12 School*
	3.1.2.13 Medical clinic
	3.1.2.14 Private club
	3.1.2.15 Cemetery
	3.1.2.16 Fairgrounds
	3.1.2.17 Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	3.1.2.18 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in Sections 3.1.1 and 3.1.2.


	3.2 Residential Neighborhood
	3.2.1 Permitted Uses
	3.2.1.1 Single- household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit)
	3.2.1.2 Two- household dwelling
	3.2.1.3 Home occupation

	3.2.2 Conditional Uses
	3.2.2.1 Multi- household dwelling
	3.2.2.2 Public building or facility*
	3.2.2.3 Planned Unit Development
	3.2.2.4 Childcare facility
	3.2.2.5 Outdoor recreation
	3.2.2.6 Mobile home park
	3.2.2.7 Church*
	3.2.2.8 Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	3.2.2.9 Agriculture*
	3.2.2.10 Forestry*
	3.2.2.11 School*


	3.3 Village and Main
	3.3.1 Permitted Uses
	3.3.1.1 Retail store or service
	3.3.1.2 Single- household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit)
	3.3.1.3 Two- and multi- household dwelling
	3.3.1.4 Office
	3.3.1.5 Restaurant
	3.3.1.6 Bar/Cocktail lounge/Tavern/Brewery
	3.3.1.7 Lodging establishment
	3.3.1.8 Indoor recreation/arts/community facility
	3.3.1.9 Funeral home
	3.3.1.10 Home occupation

	3.3.2 Conditional Uses
	3.3.2.1 Planned Unit Development
	3.3.2.2 Public building or facility*
	3.3.2.3 Car wash
	3.3.2.4 Fuel distribution/Gas Station
	3.3.2.5 Childcare facility
	3.3.2.6 Adult care facility
	3.3.2.7 Church*
	3.3.2.8 Bank/Financial Institution
	3.3.2.9 School*
	3.3.2.10 Medical clinic
	3.3.2.11 Private club
	3.3.2.12 Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	3.3.2.13 Agriculture*
	3.3.2.14 Forestry*
	3.3.2.15 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in Sections 3.3.1 and 3.3.2.


	3.4 Park
	3.4.1 Permitted Uses
	3.4.1.1 Single- household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit)
	3.4.1.2 Two- household dwelling
	3.4.1.3 Home occupation

	3.4.2 Conditional Uses
	3.4.2.1 Office
	3.4.2.2 Multi-household dwelling containing not more than the number of dwelling units in such building on the effective date of these bylaws
	3.4.2.3 Bed and breakfast
	3.4.2.4 Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	3.4.2.5 Agriculture*
	3.4.2.6 Forestry*
	3.4.2.7 Public building or facility*
	3.4.2.8 School*
	3.4.2.9 Church*
	3.4.2.10 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in Sections 3.4.1 and 3.4.2, and that is compatible with the architectural features of the Park District.


	3.5 Industrial
	3.5.1 Permitted Uses
	3.5.1.1 Office
	3.5.1.2 Self-storage facility
	3.5.1.3 Light industry
	3.5.1.4 Wholesale storage of non-hazardous materials

	3.5.2 Conditional Uses
	3.5.2.1 Trucking terminal
	3.5.2.2 Public building or facility*
	3.5.2.3 Manufacturing & fabricating
	3.5.2.4 Research or testing laboratories
	3.5.2.5 Salvage yard
	3.5.2.6 Lumber yard
	3.5.2.7 Fuel distribution/Gas Station
	3.5.2.8 Slaughterhouse
	3.5.2.9 Asphalt or cement or aggregate plant
	3.5.2.10 Wholesale storage of hazardous materials
	3.5.2.11 Recycling center
	3.5.2.12 Incinerator
	3.5.2.13 Motor vehicle repair
	3.5.2.14 Telecommunications and Teleprocessing facilities
	3.5.2.15 Extraction of earth resources
	3.5.2.16 Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	3.5.2.17 Agriculture*
	3.5.2.18 Forestry*
	3.5.2.19 Church*
	3.5.2.20 School*
	3.5.2.21 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in Sections 3.5.1 and 3.5.2.


	3.6 Commercial
	3.6.1 Permitted Uses
	3.6.1.1 Single- household dwelling (and up to one (1) Accessory Dwelling Unit)
	3.6.1.2 Two- household dwelling
	3.6.1.3 Restaurant
	3.6.1.4 Bar/Cocktail lounge/Tavern/Brewery
	3.6.1.5 Retail store or service
	3.6.1.6 Office
	3.6.1.7 Bank/Financial Institution
	3.6.1.8 Indoor recreation/arts/community facility
	3.6.1.9 Lodging establishment
	3.6.1.10 Home Occupation

	3.6.2 Conditional Uses
	3.6.2.1 Multi- household dwelling
	3.6.2.2 Mobile home park
	3.6.2.3 Self-storage facility
	3.6.2.4 Truck terminal
	3.6.2.5 Car wash
	3.6.2.6 Wholesale storage of non-hazardous materials
	3.6.2.7 Childcare facility
	3.6.2.8 Motor vehicle repairs
	3.6.2.9 Telecommunications and Teleprocessing facilities
	3.6.2.10 Funeral home
	3.6.2.11 Fuel distribution/gas station
	3.6.2.12 Light industry
	3.6.2.13 Lumber yard
	3.6.2.14 Medical clinic
	3.6.2.15 Private club
	3.6.2.16 Extraction of earth resources
	3.6.2.17 Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	3.6.2.18 Public building or facility*
	3.6.2.19 Agriculture*
	3.6.2.20 Forestry*
	3.6.2.21 School*
	3.6.2.22 Church*
	3.6.2.23 Any use substantially, materially, and outwardly similar to those set forth above in Sections 3.6.1 and 3.6.2.


	3.7 Lyndon Corner Industrial
	3.7.1 Permitted Uses
	3.7.1.1 There are no permitted uses in this District

	3.7.2 Conditional Uses
	3.7.2.1 Manufacturing, upon the condition that, in addition to the customary standards provided in Section 4.2, each of the performance standards in Section 4.2.5 shall be specifically considered.
	3.7.2.2 Agriculture*
	3.7.2.3 Forestry*
	3.7.2.4 School*
	3.7.2.5 Church*
	3.7.2.6 Public building or facility*


	3.8 Institutional Control Area
	3.8.1 No land development may take place in any Solid Waste Disposal Area nor in any Industrial Waste Disposal Area shown in Attachment B of the August 23, 2003 Finding of Fact and Reclassification Order, Proposed Groundwater Reclassification at the P...
	3.8.2 No permit shall be issued for any land development within the Institutional Control District unless the permit prohibits the taking of water for any industrial, commercial, household, agricultural or other use from any well, spring, stream, pond...
	3.8.3 No person shall take water from any spring, well, stream, pond or other groundwater source located within the Institutional Control District.
	3.8.4 The Development Review Board (DRB) may, after notice and hearing, waive the application of the special restrictions imposed in the Institutional Control District if the applicant establishes and the DRB finds that the proposed use of water from ...

	3.9 Industrial/Commercial District
	3.9.1 Permitted Uses
	3.9.1.1 Any use designated as a permitted use in an Industrial District section 3.5 or a Commercial District section 3.6.

	3.9.2 Conditional Uses
	3.9.2.1 Any use designated as a conditional use in an Industrial District section 3.5 or a Commercial District section 3.6.



	Article IV General Provisions
	4.1 District Boundaries
	4.1.1 If any district boundary is a road, stream or transportation right of way, the boundary shall be the center line thereof.  The abandonment of such roads or other lines shall not hereafter affect the location of district boundaries.  In the event...

	4.2 Permitted and Conditional Uses
	4.2.1 Any use identified as a "Permitted Use" in the table relating to a particular zoning district may be commenced, enlarged or altered in such district provided that all of the applicable provisions of these zoning   bylaws are satisfied.  Unless a...
	4.2.2 Any Development identified as a "Conditional Use" in a particular zoning district may be commenced, enlarged or altered in such district only after the applicant obtains approval for such Development   from the DRB pursuant to Section 4414 (3) o...
	4.2.2.1 The capacity of existing or planned community facilities.
	4.2.2.2 The character of the area affected, as defined by the purpose or purposes of the zoning district within which the project is located, and specifically stated policies and standards of the municipal plan.
	4.2.2.3 Traffic on roads and highways in the vicinity.
	4.2.2.4 By-laws and Ordinances then in effect.
	4.2.2.5 Utilization of renewable energy resources.
	4.2.2.6 Performance standards pursuant to Section 4414 (5) of the Act and Section 4.4.5 of this bylaw.

	4.2.3 After Conditional Use Approval has been granted, and after required variances or other special actions by the DRB are obtained, a zoning permit shall be issued by the Administrative Officer on request of the applicant at any time within one year...
	4.2.4 When determining whether a proposed conditional use will adversely affect the character of the area involved, the DRB shall give weight to the well-founded opinions with respect to such proposed use of any interested person as defined in Section...
	4.2.5 When granting Conditional Use Approval, the DRB may, in addition to those requirements and standards specifically authorized by this by-law, impose other conditions it finds are necessary to protect the best interests and property values of adja...
	4.2.5.1 increasing the required lot size or yard dimensions in order to protect adjacent properties;
	4.2.5.2 limiting the coverage or height of buildings because of obstructions to the view from, reduction of light and air to, and/or to minimize fire hazards to, adjacent property;
	4.2.5.3 controlling the location and number of vehicular access points to the property;
	4.2.5.4 increasing the street width;
	4.2.5.5 increasing the number of off-street parking or loading spaces required;
	4.2.5.6 regulating the number, location, design and size of signs;
	4.2.5.7 requiring suitable landscaping to reduce noise and glare, to shield a property from view, and/or to maintain the property in a character in keeping with the surrounding area;
	4.2.5.8 specifying time limits for construction, alteration, or enlargement of a structure housing   a conditional use;
	4.2.5.9 requiring that any future enlargement or alteration of a conditional use be reviewed by the DRB to permit the specifying of new conditions; and
	4.2.5.10 such additional reasonable conditions and safeguards as are necessary to achieve the purposes of the Act and these zoning bylaws.

	4.2.6 With respect to Conditional Uses within a district which were existing therein prior to the time they became conditional uses under this by-law or any predecessor hereto, any change in use, expansion or contraction of land area, or alteration of...

	4.3 Classification of Lots:  Source of Water and Sewage Service
	4.3.1 Lots are classified as follows:
	4.3.2 Upon the filing of an application for a permit for any use, the Administrative Officer shall determine the classification of the lot and whether the lot satisfies the minimum size requirements applicable to such lot.
	4.3.3 Upon the filing of an application for a permit for a two- or multi-household dwelling, the Administrative Officer shall determine the classification of the lot and whether the lot satisfies the minimum size requirements applicable to such lots, ...

	4.4 Application of District Regulations
	4.4.1 No part of any yard or other open space required to surround any building shall be included as a part of a yard or other open space required for another building.
	4.4.2 Lots
	4.4.2.1 Lots which abut on more than one street shall have the required frontage along every street.
	4.4.2.2 No structure shall project into any minimum front, side, or rear yard unless Conditional Use Approval is granted therefor.

	4.4.3 Lot coverage, minimum lot size, and front, side and rear yard requirements that apply to entire districts fail by their nature to account for all of the different conditions that exist within each district.  Such requirements should not be concl...
	4.4.4 In determining the front yard of a parcel, the front yard requirement shall be measured from the edge of the travelled portion of the right-of-way in those cases where no sidewalk is present, and from the edge of the sidewalk most distant from t...
	4.4.5 Performance Standards.  Pursuant to Section 4414 (5) of the Act, the following performance standards, and all applicable state-imposed standards, shall be satisfied for any Conditional Use in all Districts.     The DRB shall, after notice and he...
	4.4.5.1 create noise in excess of 70 decibels at any property line;
	4.4.5.2 emit any offensive odor except in connection with agriculture;
	4.4.5.3 discharge dust, dirt, soot, ash or any other offensive material onto nearby property owned by others;
	4.4.5.4 emit any gases or other substances which might endanger the health, comfort, safety or welfare of any person, or which might injure or cause damage to property;
	4.4.5.5 cause vibrations beyond any property line that have the potential to cause damage    to property; or
	4.4.5.6 create a fire, explosion or safety hazard.


	4.5 Recreational Cabins or Camps
	4.6 Variances
	4.7 Sewage Disposal Systems
	4.8 Accessory Buildings
	4.9 Recreational Vehicle

	Article V Nonconforming Uses
	5.1
	5.3

	Article VI Off-street Parking Regulations
	6.1 Village and Main District
	6.1.1 An applicant for a permit affecting property in the Village and Main District is not required to provide off-street parking if the applicant establishes and the DRB finds either:
	6.1.1.1 that the proposed use will not create an undue burden on the parking facilities then existing in the Village and Main District, or
	6.1.1.2 the applicant's proposed use does not require a greater number of parking spaces than the prior use of the property according to the chart set forth below, and

	6.1.2 The proposed use is a Permitted Use in the Village and Main District.

	6.2 All Other Districts
	6.3 General
	6.3.1 An applicant for a permit may request the Development Review Board to authorize the issuance of a permit waiving the physical development of all of the off-street parking spaces required in accordance with the foregoing chart.  If the Developmen...
	6.3.2 It is the purpose of this section to prevent the parking of motor vehicles on streets and roads and to require property owners to provide parking for motor vehicles sufficient to accommodate parking requirements created by the applicant's propos...

	6.4 Minimum Parking Lot and Parking Stall Requirements

	Article VII Subdivision Regulations
	7.1 Adoption and Purpose
	7.2 Definition of Lot
	7.3 An Overview of the Subdivision Review Process
	7.4 Minor Subdivision
	7.5 Major Subdivision
	7.6 Regulations Governing Minor Subdivisions
	7.6.1 A person shall not create a minor subdivision without a permit.
	7.6.2 A person desiring to create a minor subdivision shall begin with Sketch Plan Review. The subdivider and/or his or her authorized agent shall submit a Sketch Plan of the proposed subdivision to the Administrative Officer. The Sketch Plan shall in...
	7.6.2.1 Name and address of the landowner and/or applicant.
	7.6.2.2 Names of all abutting property owners and those immediately adjacent to the subdivider.
	7.6.2.3 Name and address of any municipality located within 500 feet of the proposed subdivision.
	7.6.2.4 Map drawn to Scale showing the location of the development parcel in the town.
	7.6.2.5 Any easements or rights of way.

	7.6.3 The Administrative Officer may require additional information before recommending that the applicant proceed with the application.
	7.6.4 Upon receipt of the complete Sketch Plan, the Administrative Officer shall forward the Sketch Plan to the DRB for review at their next regularly scheduled meeting. In the Sketch Plan Review the DRB shall review the Sketch Plan and accompanying i...

	7.7  Minor Subdivision (Final Plan Review)
	7.7.1 Within 180 days from receipt of Sketch Plan Review Approval the subdivider shall submit to the AO the following:
	7.7.1.1 A completed Zoning Application with fee and a survey map of the subdivision prepared and certified by a land surveyor duly licensed by the Board of Land Surveyors established under Chapter 45 of Title 26, Vermont Statutes Annotated.  (if the a...
	7.7.1.2 The names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and any municipalities located within 500 feet of the proposed subdivision.
	7.7.1.3 Any additional information requested by the AO
	7.7.1.4 Any additional information requested by the DRB as a result of the Sketch Plan Review.

	7.7.2 The Administrative Officer, after receipt of the Final Subdivision Plan, Zoning Application, and fees, shall warn the application for the next regularly scheduled DRB Hearing date or within 45 days, whichever comes first.
	7.7.3 The DRB shall approve, approve with conditions, or deny the Final Subdivision Plan within 45 days of the close of the Final Subdivision Review Hearing.  The Decision shall be issued in writing.
	7.7.4 The applicant shall record a mylar copy of the survey map in the map records in the Town Clerk’s Office within 180 days of Final Subdivision Plan Approval.  In accordance with § 4463 (b) failure to record a mylar copy of the survey of the Final ...

	7.8 Regulations Governing Major Subdivisions
	7.8.1 A person shall not create a major subdivision without a permit.
	7.8.2 A person desiring to create a major subdivision shall begin with Sketch Plan Review. The subdivider and/or his or her authorized agent shall submit a Sketch Plan of the proposed subdivision to the Administrative Officer. The Sketch Plan shall in...
	7.8.2.1 Name and address of the landowner and/or applicant.
	7.8.2.2 Names of all abutting property owners and those immediately adjacent to the subdivider.
	7.8.2.3 Name and address of any municipality located within 500 feet of the proposed subdivision.
	7.8.2.4 Map drawn to Scale showing the location of the development parcel in the town.
	7.8.2.5 Any easements or rights of way.

	7.8.3 The Administrative Officer may require additional information before recommending that the applicant proceed with the application.
	7.8.4 Upon receipt of the complete Sketch Plan, the Administrative Officer shall forward the Sketch Plan to the DRB for review at their next regularly scheduled meeting. In the Sketch Plan Review the DRB shall review the Sketch Plan and accompanying i...

	7.9 Major Subdivisions Final Plan Approval
	7.9.1 Within 180 days from receipt of Sketch Plan Approval the subdivider shall submit to the AO the following:
	7.9.1.1 A completed Zoning Application with fee and a survey map of the subdivision prepared and certified by a land surveyor duly licensed by the Board of Land Surveyors established under Chapter 45 of Title 26, Vermont Statutes Annotated.  (if the a...
	7.9.1.2 The names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and any municipalities located within 500 feet of the proposed subdivision.
	7.9.1.3 Any additional information requested by the AO
	7.9.1.4 Any additional information requested by the DRB as a result of the Preliminary Sketch Review.

	7.9.2 The Administrative Officer, after receipt of the Final Subdivision Plan, Zoning Application, and fees, shall warn the application for the next regularly scheduled DRB Hearing date or within 45 days, whichever comes first.
	7.9.3 The DRB shall approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove the Final Subdivision Plan within 45 days of the close of the Final Subdivision Review Hearing.  The Decision shall be issued in writing.
	7.9.4 The DRB may, as conditions to approval of an application, determine standards for the design and layout of streets, curbs, gutters, street lights, fire hydrants, shade trees, water, sewage and drainage facilities, public utilities and other nece...
	7.9.4.1 Streets, more than 50 feet in width of right-of-way nor more than 26 feet of traveled right-of-way;
	7.9.4.2 Curbs, no more than 6 inches in height of curbing, and then only if the adjacent street and the adjacent walkway are paved;
	7.9.4.3 Street lights, no more than 1 street light per 100 feet of street length;
	7.9.4.4 Fire hydrants, as recommended by the Fire Marshall of the State of Vermont;
	7.9.4.5 Shade trees, no more than 1 shade tree per 50 feet of street length;
	7.9.4.6 Water, municipal water supply requirements when the municipal water supply will be utilized;
	7.9.4.7 Sewage and drainage facilities, separated municipal sewer disposal facilities and stormwater drainage facilities, when the municipal sewer disposal facilities and stormwater drainage facilities will be utilized;

	7.9.5 In certain circumstances, the failure to complete a major subdivision according to the terms and specifications of any permit may impose a financial burden on the Town or Village, on purchasers of lots in the subdivision, and/or on surrounding l...
	7.9.6 The applicant shall record a mylar copy of the survey map in the map records in the Town Clerk’s Office within 180 days of Final Subdivision Plan Approval.  In accordance with § 4463 (b)failure to record a mylar copy of the survey of the Final S...

	7.10

	Article VIII Miscellaneous
	8.1 Regulations Required by the Act
	8.1.1 Any lot in individual and separate and non-affiliated ownership from surrounding properties in existence on the effective date of this by-law, may be developed for the purposes allowed in the district in which it is located, even though not conf...
	8.1.2 No land development may be permitted on any lot which does not either have frontage on a public road or public waters or, with the approval of the Development Review Board, access to such road or waters by a permanent easement or right-of-way of...
	8.1.3 These bylaws shall not infringe upon the right of any resident of Lyndon to use a minor portion of his or her dwelling for an occupation which is customary in residential areas and which does not change the character thereof.

	8.2 Lots in Two Zoning Districts
	8.3 Dwellings on Lots and Foundation Requirements
	8.4 Building Coverage Includes Open Porches, Carports and Garages
	8.5 Reduction of Lot Area
	8.6 Yards on Corner Lots
	8.7 Projection into Setback Areas
	8.8 Abandonment of Structures or Work in Progress
	8.9 Height Regulations
	8.10 Storage of Unregistered Motor Vehicles
	8.11 Storage of Flammable Liquids Above Ground
	8.11.1 All flammable liquids stored in tanks above ground shall comply with all government and   industry regulations, codes and standards applicable thereto.
	8.11.2 All tanks having a capacity greater than 275 gallons shall be properly retained with dikes having    a capacity of not less than one hundred and ten percent of the capacity of the tanks surrounded.

	8.12 Extraction of Soil, Sand or Gravel for Sale or Use on Another Lot
	8.12.1 In accordance with Section 4464 b (2) of the Act, the removal of soil, sand or gravel for sale or for use on another lot may be allowed only after the DRB approves, after public notice and hearing, a plan for the operation and rehabilitation of...
	8.12.2 As a condition for approval of any such plan, the applicant shall post a letter of credit, performance bond or other financial instrument satisfactory to the Development Review Board, fixed by the Development Review Board in an amount sufficien...
	8.12.3 The removal of all material shall be carried out such that the contours of the land are not degraded.  Digging pits shall not be allowed unless the rehabilitation plan provides for refilling or suitable grading of such pits.
	8.12.4 Upon completion of the extraction operations, the site be graded smooth and left in a neat condition.  Open slopes and spoil banks shall not be allowed to remain after soil, sand or gravel has been removed from a particular area.  The site shal...
	8.12.5 All surface drainage shall be controlled to prevent debris and other loose materials from filling any drainage course, street or private property.
	8.12.6 No removal of soil, sand or gravel, blasting, or stripping of vegetation, shall occur within one hundred feet of any street or property line.  The DRB may permit such activity within one hundred feet of any    road or property line if it finds ...
	8.12.7 No power-activated sorting machinery or equipment shall be located within 100 feet of any street or property line.  All such machinery shall be equipped with satisfactory and functioning dust and noise suppression devices.
	8.12.8 All excavated slopes over three feet in height having a slope in excess of one on two shall at all times be adequately fenced as determined by the Development Review Board.
	8.12.9 Extension of a removal operation that is in existence on the effective date of the adoption hereof shall not be allowed, except after compliance with all of the provisions of this Section 8.12.
	8.12.10 The Development Review Board may attach any additional conditions to the plan that it finds     necessary to protect the public health, safety or welfare including hours of operation, a limitation on the quantity of material that may be remove...

	8.13 Walls, Fences and Similar Structures
	8.14 Road Frontage
	8.15 Accessory Dwelling Unit
	8.16 Residential Care or Group Home
	8.17 Home Child Care Facility
	8.18 Poultry Accessory Use
	8.18.1 Any structure used for the raising of chickens requires a permit for the accessory structure on the property. Accessory structures must meet the same minimum development standards as all other forms of accessory structures in the respective dis...
	8.18.2 No permit is required in the Rural Residential district for the accessory use of land for the raising of poultry. There are no limitations on the number of poultry birds kept.
	8.18.3 A permit is required in the Residential Neighborhood, Village and Main, Commercial, Park, and Institutional Control districts for the accessory use of single- and two- household dwellings for the raising of poultry. Applicants that meet the req...
	8.18.4 Applicants for a poultry accessory use permit in the Residential Neighborhood, Village and Main, Commercial, Park, and Institutional Control zoning districts shall meet the following guidelines:
	8.18.4.1 No more than 8 hens and 0 roosters are kept on the property.
	8.18.4.2 Hens shall be enclosed in a coop and run to prevent straying onto other properties.
	8.18.4.3 Chicken food shall be kept in tightly covered and vermin-proof storage containers.
	8.18.4.4 Chicken waste shall be disposed of in a manner that does not emit offensive odors.

	8.18.5 A variance can be requested to any of these requirements after notice and hearing by the DRB.


	Article IX Site Plans
	9.1 Site Plan Approval
	9.1.1 Application for site plan approval shall be made to the Development Review Board.  Unless otherwise specifically provided for herein, site plan approval shall be granted only after public notice and hearing.
	9.1.2 Except as provided in Section 9.1.3, no zoning permit or Conditional Use Approval shall be granted unless the applicant delivers to the Administrative Officer evidence that site plan approval has been   granted.
	9.1.3 Site plan approval shall not be required for the following applications:
	9.1.3.1 One- and two- household dwellings.
	9.1.3.2 Agricultural uses or structures.
	9.1.3.3 A proposed use or structure that is determined by the Development Review Board, upon recommendation of the Administrative Officer at a DRB meeting, to have no effect on the adequacy of (1) traffic access, (2) circulation and parking, (3) lands...

	9.1.4 An applicant seeking site plan approval shall submit to the Development Review Board two sets of site plan maps and supporting data which shall include the following information:
	9.1.4.1 Name and address of the owner of record of the land in question and of all adjoining lands.
	9.1.4.2 Name and address or person or firm preparing the map.
	9.1.4.3 Scale and date of map, and north arrow.
	9.1.4.4 Survey of the land in question showing existing features, contours, structures, large   trees, streets, utility poles, easements of record, rights-of-way, and land use and deed restrictions.
	9.1.4.5 Site plan showing proposed structures, location and elevations thereof and use to be made of other land subject to application; streets, driveways, traffic circulation, parking and loading spaces and pedestrian walks; landscaping plans, includ...
	9.1.4.6 Construction sequence and time schedule for completion of each phase for buildings, parking spaces and landscaped areas of the entire development.

	9.1.5 When considering whether to approve or disapprove any site plan the Development Review Board shall consider the following matters:
	9.1.5.1 Maximum safety of vehicular circulation between the site and the adjacent street network,
	9.1.5.2 Adequacy of circulation, parking and loading facilities with particular attention to safety,
	9.1.5.3 Adequacy of landscaping, screening and setbacks in regard to achieving maximum compatibility with and protection of adjacent property, and
	9.1.5.4 Protection of the utilization of renewable energy resources.

	9.1.6 Unless a variance or other special action by the DRB must first be obtained, a zoning permit may be issued by the Administrative Officer, pursuant to this bylaw any time within one year of the granting of site plan approval.  If a zoning permit ...
	9.1.7 When approved, a site plan shall be signed and dated by the Chair of the Development Review Board.  No site plan may be altered, modified, changed, or amended without the written approval of the Development Review Board, after public notice and ...


	Article X Mobile Home Parks
	10.1 Mobile Home Parks
	10.1.1 No person shall develop or operate a mobile home park without first obtaining site plan approval from the Development Review Board pursuant to Article IX hereof and a zoning permit from the Administrative Officer pursuant to this bylaw.  Before...
	10.1.2 Application for site plan approval for a mobile home park shall be made to the Development Review Board pursuant to Article IX hereof.  The application shall be accompanied by a plan and drawings prepared by a registered professional engineer, ...
	10.1.3 The Development Review Board may approve the site plan, approve the site plan with conditions, or reject the site plan.  If the Development Review Board approves the plan with conditions, or rejects the plan, it shall state its reasons therefor.

	10.2 Mobile Home Park Standards
	10.2.1 The following requirements shall apply in respect to all mobile homes in mobile home parks and to any proposed mobile home park.
	10.2.1.1 Subject to the provisions of Section 10.3.1.9, a mobile home park shall have an area of not less than 2.5 acres, or 8,000 square feet per mobile home lot, whichever is greater.
	10.2.1.2 Mobile home parks shall provide for individual mobile home lots, access driveways, parking and recreation open space.
	10.2.1.3 Each mobile home lot shall be at least 8,000 square feet in area, and at least 60 feet wide by at least 120 feet in depth, and shall front on an access driveway.
	10.2.1.4 All driveways providing access to the Mobile Home Park shall be at least 20 feet in width and have an asphalt or concrete surface, or gravel surface treated with calcium chloride or other appropriate treatment, at least 20 feet in width and 1...
	10.2.1.5 Two parking spaces, each at least 10 feet wide by 22 feet long, shall be provided for each mobile home lot.
	10.2.1.6 At least twenty percent of the total area of the Mobile Home Park shall be reserved for recreation and open space purposes.
	10.2.1.7 A suitable pad shall be provided for each mobile home.
	10.2.1.8 Each mobile home lot shall have an attachment for water supply.  The water supply source for the park shall be approved by the appropriate State Agency, or by the   Planning Commission if no State Agency is empowered to grant such approval.
	10.2.1.9 Each mobile home lot shall have an attachment for sewage disposal.  The method of sewage disposal shall be in compliance with applicable state regulations.  No sewage disposal system for an individual mobile home shall be located on a mobile ...
	10.2.1.10 No mobile home lot, office building or service building shall be located closer than 50 feet to a public street right-of-way line or a property line.
	10.2.1.11 A buffer strip of land at least 25 feet in width shall be maintained as a landscaped area abutting all mobile home park property lines.
	10.2.1.12 Space for an accessory building of at least 100 square feet shall be provided with each individual mobile home lot.



	Article XI Flood Hazard Regulations
	Article XII Planned Unit Developments
	12.1
	12.2 PUD Approval
	12.2.1 Upon receipt of the completed Sketch Plan, the Administrative Officer shall forward the Sketch Plan to the DRB for review at their next regularly scheduled meeting. In the Sketch Plan Review the DRB shall review the Sketch Plan and accompanying...
	12.2.2 Within forty-five (45) days of conclusion of the Sketch Plan Review hearing, the DRB shall determine, based on the information provided what details the developer will need to provide to the DRB for final review.

	12.3 PUD Final Plan Approval Process
	12.3.1 Within 180 days from receipt of Sketch Plan Approval the developer shall submit to the AO the following:
	12.3.1.1 12.3.1.1 A completed Zoning Application with fee and a survey map of the Planned Residential Development prepared and certified by a land surveyor duly licensed by the Board of Land Surveyors established under Chapter 45 of Title 26, Vermont ...
	12.3.1.2 The names and addresses of all adjoining property owners and any municipalities located within 500 feet of the proposed subdivision.
	12.3.1.3 Any additional information requested by the AO
	12.3.1.4 Any additional information requested by the DRB as a result of the Preliminary Sketch Review.
	12.3.1.5 If the Applicant cannot complete the survey and provide the additional information requested within 180 days they Applicant may request an extension to complete the necessary work, the DRB may approve an extension for good cause.

	12.3.2 The Administrative Officer, after receipt of the Final PUD Plans, Zoning Application, and fees, shall warn the application for the next regularly scheduled DRB Hearing date or within 45 days, whichever comes first.
	12.3.3 The DRB shall approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove the Final PUD Plan within 45 days of the close of the Final PUD Review Hearing.  The Decision shall be issued in writing.
	12.3.4 The DRB may, as conditions to approval of an application, determine standards for the design and layout of streets, curbs, gutters, street lights, fire hydrants, shade trees, water, sewage and  drainage facilities, public utilities and other ne...

	12.4 General Standards
	12.4.1 A Planned Unit Development shall comply with the following standards and conditions:
	12.4.1.1 It will not result in undue water or air pollution.  In making this determination the Development Review Board shall consider with respect to the Planned Unit Development  (1)    the availability and capacity of municipal sewer facilities, or...
	12.4.1.2 It will have sufficient potable water available for the reasonable foreseeable needs of the development.
	12.4.1.3 It will not cause unreasonable soil erosion or reduction in the capacity of the land to hold water so that a dangerous or unhealthy condition may result.
	12.4.1.4 It will not cause unreasonable highway congestion or unsafe conditions with respect    to use of existing or proposed highways.
	12.4.1.5 It will not cause an unreasonable burden on the ability of the Town to provide educational services and facilities.
	12.4.1.6  It will not cause an unreasonable burden on the ability of the Town to provide other municipal or governmental services and facilities.
	12.4.1.7 It will not have a material adverse effect on natural resources including streams, wetlands, scenic views, wildlife habitats, forests or farms.
	12.4.1.8 It will not have a material adverse effect on the scenic or natural beauty of the affected area, will be aesthetically compatible with surrounding developed properties, and will protect rare or irreplaceable natural areas and any historic sites.
	12.4.1.9 It will provide convenient allocation and distribution of common open space in   relation to proposed development.
	12.4.1.10 It will provide an efficient layout and high-quality installation, construction, and maintenance of streets and public facilities.
	12.4.1.11 It will provide for cooperation with adjoining properties where necessary for the extension of roadway, drainage facilities, and utility lines.
	12.4.1.12 It will conform to the Town Plan.


	12.5 Density Calculations
	12.5.1 Maximum density for a Planned Unit Development shall not exceed the density permitted in the district in which the development is located.  The permitted density for a development shall be determined as provided below:
	12.5.1.1 A base maximum density shall be established by establishing the buildable area of the land to be developed (excluding areas with excessively steep slopes, excessive wetness, and within flood hazard areas), subtracting 15% for roadways, and mu...
	12.5.1.2 The Development Review Board shall have the authority to permit densities greater than those allowed in Section 12.5.1.1 above according to the degree to which the development satisfies the general standards listed in Section 4.4.5 and the sp...


	12.6 Open Space
	12.7 Miscellaneous Provisions
	12.7.1 The application for a Planned Unit Development shall specify reasonable time periods within which each section of the development may be started and completed.  The timetable shall be approved by the Development Review Board.
	12.7.2 Each application shall be prepared in accordance with the specifications of the applicable subdivision regulations, site plan requirements (including landscaping requirements), and other such data or information as the Development Review Board ...
	12.7.3 A Planned Unit Development shall be reviewed under the standards for the district in which it is proposed.
	12.7.4 An application for a Planned Unit Development shall specify all land owned or controlled by the applicant which will be included in and be made subject to any Planned Unit Development approval.  Calculation of maximum allowable density and maxi...


	Article XIII Administration and Enforcement
	13.1 Administrative Officer; Fees
	13.1.1 The Administrative Officer shall administer these bylaws pursuant to Section 4448 of the Statute.   The Administrative Officer shall enforce these Regulations literally and in so doing shall inspect developments, maintain records and perform al...
	13.1.2 The Town of Lyndon currently operates with a Planning Commission and a Development Review Board often referred to as the Appropriate Municipal Panels (AMP).  Each AMP has a distinct set of responsibilities for which it is responsible.
	13.1.2.1 The primary function of the Planning Commission is to prepare and amend the municipal plan (town plan) and the zoning by-laws, and also to advise on amendments that are made by others.  The Planning Commission is charged with providing long t...
	13.1.2.2 The primary function of the Development Review Board (DRB) is to perform development review.  When performing development review the DRB is acting in a quasi-judicial capacity because it is applying the by-laws to a specific application, and ...

	13.1.3 Fees shall be established by the Selectboard.

	13.2 Applications for Permits
	13.2.1 No person shall commence development without first obtaining a permit therefor pursuant to these bylaws. Any land development not specifically authorized by, or exempt from, this bylaw is prohibited. A person who wishes to undertake development...
	13.2.1.1 The name of the owner of the land affected by the development
	13.2.1.2 If different, the name of the person who wishes to develop the land
	13.2.1.3 The precise location of the land
	13.2.1.4 The district or districts in which the land is located
	13.2.1.5 The book and pages where the latest deed or deeds to the land in question is recorded
	13.2.1.6 A brief written description of the proposed development
	13.2.1.7 The dates the development will commence and will be completed
	13.2.1.8 The estimated cost of the development
	13.2.1.9 The identity of any contractor who will perform the proposed development
	13.2.1.10 A plot plan, drawn to scale, showing
	13.2.1.10.1 the boundary lines of the land;
	13.2.1.10.2 the location of the development;
	13.2.1.10.3 existing and proposed set-backs from other buildings (if any) on the land and from the boundary lines of the land;
	13.2.1.10.4 the exact location of on-site water and/or on-site sewage disposal facilities, if any;
	13.2.1.10.5 the exact location of off-site water and/or off-site sewage disposal facilities, if any;
	13.2.1.10.6 the size, location, design and construction of any proposed sign; and
	13.2.1.10.7 the location of any land affected by the application that lies within a flood hazard area or is in the National Wetlands Inventory;

	13.2.1.11 Any other additional information the Zoning Administrator may reasonably require to    be included in the Application.


	13.3
	13.4
	13.5
	13.6
	13.7
	13.8
	13.9 Certificates of Occupancy
	13.9.1 No person shall use or occupy, or permit the use or occupancy, of any land or structure that is created, erected, converted, changed, altered or enlarged after the effective date of this by-law, unless upon completion the Administrative Officer...
	13.9.2 Application for a Certificate of Occupancy shall be made to the Administrative Officer on forms provided by the Town for that purpose.
	13.9.3 Before issuing any Certificate of Occupancy, the Administrative Officer shall first be satisfied   that the location and proposed use of the structure or land, as completed, conforms to the requirements of the applicable zoning permit.
	13.9.4 The DRB may, after notice and hearing and with such conditions as seem appropriate to the DRB, authorize the use or occupancy of a structure or land prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.

	13.10 Penalties
	13.11 Appeals
	13.11.1  Zoning Administrator Decisions
	In accordance with § 4465 of the Act, an interested person may appeal any decision or act taken by the administrative officer in any municipality by filing a notice of appeal with the secretary of Development Review Board of that municipality or with ...
	13.11.2 Notice of Appeal
	In accordance with § 4466 of the Act,  a notice of appeal shall be in writing and shall include the name and address of the appellant, a brief description of the property with respect to which the appeal is taken, a reference to the regulatory provisi...
	13.11.3 Hearing on Appeal
	The Development Review Board shall conduct a hearing of the appeal, as provided in Section 4468 of the Act, and such hearing shall be held within sixty (60) days of the filing of the notice of the hearing.  In accordance with Section 4464 of the Act, ...
	13.11.4 Development Review Board Decisions
	In accordance with section 4471 of the act, an Interested Person who has participated in a proceeding of the Development Review Board may appeal a decision rendered in that proceeding within 30 days of such decision to the Vermont Environmental Court
	13.11.4.1 Participation in a local regulatory proceeding shall consist of offering, through oral or written testimony, evidence or a statement of concern related to the subject of the proceeding.
	13.11.4.2 The notice of the appeal shall be filed by certified mailing, with fees, to the Vermont Environmental Court and by mailing a copy to the administrative officer, who shall supply a list of interested persons to the appellant within five worki...


	13.12 Public Notice

	Article XIV Amendments, Interpretation, Effective Date
	14.1 Amendments
	14.2 Interpretation
	14.3 Effective Date
	14.4 Validity and Separability
	14.5 Repeal

	Article XV Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	15.1 Applicability
	15.2 Purpose
	15.2.1 encourage the development of personal wireless services in the Town of Lyndon (the "Town") to accommodate the needs of its residents and businesses;
	15.2.2 protect the health, safety and welfare of the Town by requiring owners and operators of personal wireless service facilities to (i) prevent unauthorized access to their facilities, and (ii) construct facilities so that they do not pose a danger...
	15.2.3 encourage the co-location of facilities consistent with the provisions of Section 15.2.1;
	15.2.4 protect and preserve the scenic, historic, environmental and natural resources of the Town;
	15.2.5 authorize the Town to regulate the location, design, appearance, construction, monitoring, modification, and removal of facilities; and
	15.2.6 discourage the location of facilities in the Park District, Residential Neighborhood Districts, residential areas and parks.

	15.3 Authority
	15.4 Certain Requirements of Federal Law
	15.4.1 prohibit the establishment of personal wireless service facilities in the Town;
	15.4.2 unreasonably discriminate between or among providers of functionally equivalent personal wireless service services; or
	15.4.3 deny a permit to establish or regulate personal wireless services on the basis of the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions if the personal wireless services and facilities comply with all applicable federal laws and regulations co...

	15.5 Permits
	15.6 The Application
	15.6.1 the landowner(s) of record of the applicable site;
	15.6.2 if the applicant is not a natural person, the state in which it is organized and the street and mailing addresses of its principal office;
	15.6.3 the name(s), address(es) and telephone number(s) of the person(s) to be contacted about the application;
	15.6.4 the person(s) authorized to act on the applicant's behalf in the event of an emergency affecting the facility;
	15.6.5 engineering reports addressed to the DRB from qualified and licensed engineers, each bearing the engineers' signatures, stamps or seals, and registration numbers:
	15.6.5.1 describing the height, design and elevation of the facilities;
	15.6.5.2 certifying the height above grade for all proposed mounting positions for any antennas to be located on a structure and the minimum separation distances between the antennas;
	15.6.5.3 describing the capacity of a proposed structure, including the number, height, width and type of facilities that the applicant expects the structure to accommodate;
	15.6.5.4 describing how the applicant will avoid radio frequency interference with any existing or approved personal wireless services in the Town and surrounding areas including information demonstrating there will be no interference, and evidence th...
	15.6.5.5 demonstrating that no existing facilities or other structures, whether within or outside of the Town, can reasonably be used or modified to enable the applicant to provide adequate personal wireless services in the Town;
	15.6.5.6 identifying changes to existing facilities or sites in their current state that would enable the applicant to provide adequate personal wireless services in the Town;
	15.6.5.7 describing the output frequency, number of channels, power output per channel, signal pattern and area of coverage for each proposed facility;
	15.6.5.8 if applicable, stating reasons for seeking capacity in excess of the applicant's immediate requirements, as well as plans the applicant has for the development of additional personal wireless service or facilities within the Town or within a ...
	15.6.5.9 describing the radio frequency radiation at the site, whether the personal wireless services the applicant proposes to provide are regulated by any state or federal agency, and the evidence on which the statement is based; certifying that the...
	15.6.5.10 providing any other information required by the DRB with respect to a particular application for a permit;

	15.6.6 a binding commitment obligating the applicant, the landowner and its, his, her or their successors to permit shared use of a proposed structure at commercially reasonable cost if additional users agree to satisfy reasonable terms and conditions...
	15.6.6.1 in the case of an application to install a facility on an existing structure, a copy of the applicant's contract with the owner of the existing structure; and
	15.6.6.2 if one is required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 4347, a copy of the Environmental Assessment final report.


	15.7 Requirements for Applications for Site Plan Approval
	15.7.1 a copy of a portion of the most recent USGS Quadrangle map showing the area within a five-mile radius of the proposed site;
	15.7.2 a map showing the area within a 1250-foot radius of the site drawn at the scale of one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet, including the facilities, topography, public and private roads and driveways, buildings and structures, bodies of wat...
	15.7.3 proposed site plans of the personal wireless service facilities showing all improvements including but not limited to landscaping, utility lines, guy wires, screening, building footprints and roads;
	15.7.4 building elevations of all facades indicating all exterior materials and colors of the personal wireless service facilities;
	15.7.5 in the case of a proposed site for a tower, the average height of the existing vegetation within 200 feet of the base of the tower;
	15.7.6 sequence and time schedule for completion of the construction of each phase of the facilities; and
	15.7.7  such other information required by the DRB with respect to a particular application.

	15.8  Design Requirements for Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	15.8.1 Proposed facilities shall be designed to minimize any adverse effect on the view from any vantage point within the surrounding area.  The height and mass of personal wireless service facilities shall not exceed those which are essential for its...
	15.8.2 Towers, antennas and any structures shall be designed to the extent possible to blend into the surrounding environment, except in cases in which state or federal authorities have imposed contrary requirements.
	15.8.3 All structures (except for utility poles where specifically exempted by the DRB) shall satisfy the setback requirements of the zoning district in which the proposed facility is to be located.  In the case of an application to install a tower, i...
	15.8.4 The Development Review Board may impose conditions requiring that ground mounted equipment, antennas and structures be screened from view.
	15.8.5 The Development Review Board may require construction of fences or other devices that will prevent unauthorized entry onto a facility.
	15.8.6 he Development Review Board shall require that a facility be maintained in a good state of repair at all times.  If a permittee fails to maintain a personal wireless service facility in a good state of repair, the Town may perform such maintena...

	15.9 Changes to Existing Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	15.9.1 a change in the number of structures or facilities on the permitted site;
	15.9.2 a material change in the technology used at the facility; or
	15.9.3 the addition of or change to any equipment resulting in greater visibility, structural wind loading or height that was not authorized in the original permit

	15.10  Lighting, Signs and Noise
	15.11 Temporary Wireless Communication Personal Wireless Service Facilities
	15.11.1 a person shall apply for a permit to install a facility or provide personal wireless services for temporary use;
	15.11.2 temporary personal wireless services or facilities may be permitted for no longer than ten days.  A permit for or site plan approval of a temporary facility may be renewed for good cause shown;
	15.11.3 a temporary facility shall not exceed 50 feet in height from grade; and
	15.11.4 temporary personal wireless services and facilities shall be subject to all other applicable sections of these regulations.

	15.12 Abandoned Personal Wireless Facilities
	15.12.1 Abandoned facilities shall be removed as follows: a facility or an element thereof shall be deemed to have been abandoned if (i) it is not placed in service within two (2) years of the date on which a zoning permit for the facility was issued,...
	15.12.2 abandoned personal wireless service facilities shall be removed within 180 days of cessation of use unless an extension of time is granted by the DRB for good cause shown.  In the event a personal wireless service facility is not removed withi...

	15.13  Communications Antennae and Facilities
	15.13.1 Except to the extent bylaws protect historic landmarks and structures listed on the state or national register of historic places, no permit shall be required for placement of antennae used to transmit, receive, or transmit and receive communi...
	15.13.2 If an antenna structure is less than 20 feet in height and its primary function is to transmit or receive communication signals for commercial, industrial, institutional, nonprofit or public purposes, it shall not be regulated under this chapt...
	15.13.3 The regulation of a telecommunications facility, as defined in 30 V.S.A. § 248a, shall be exempt from municipal approval under this chapter when and to the extent jurisdiction is assumed by the public service board according to the provisions ...
	15.13.4 A municipality may regulate communications towers, antennae and related facilities in its bylaws provided that such regulations do not have the purpose or effect of being inconsistent with subdivisions (A) through (C) of this subdivision (8).

	15.14 De minimis telecommunications impacts
	15.15 Bond

	Article XVI Signage
	16.1 Purpose
	16.2 Applicability
	16.3 General Standards
	16.3.1 Signs must be constructed of a durable material intended for exterior use, such as wood, metal, dibond, or window decal graphics. The use of vinyl or plastic banners as a permanent sign is specifically prohibited. An interim sign (while waiting...
	16.3.2 Any sign not meeting the requirements of the applicable sections of this Article shall require conditional use approval.

	16.4 Exempt Signs
	16.4.1 Signs located on or in the rolling stock of common carriers.
	16.4.2 Signs on registered and inspected motor vehicles except those which are determined by the travel information council to be circumventing the intent of this chapter.
	16.4.3 Signs, with an area of not more than 260 square inches, identifying stops or fare zone limits of common carriers by motor bus.
	16.4.4 Signs erected by the state or town on public roads including “welcome” signs and official traffic control signs.
	16.4.5 A residential directional sign each of which does not exceed four square feet in area, along highways other than limited-access facilities (but not within the highway right-of-way), except that a permit is required if the person maintains a pro...
	16.4.6 Signs of a duly constituted governmental body, including traffic and similar regulatory devices, legal notices, or warnings at railroad crossings
	16.4.7 Small signs displayed for the direction, instruction or convenience of the public, including signs which identify rest rooms, freight entrances, posted areas or the like, with a total surface area not exceeding four square feet.
	16.4.8 Signs to be maintained for not more than two weeks announcing an auction, or a campaign, drive or event of a civic, philanthropic, or religious organization.
	16.4.9 Memorial signs or tablets.
	16.4.10 Signs erected by county fairs and expositions for a period not to exceed three six weeks.
	16.4.11 Directional signs for farmer’s markets or the sale of agricultural products harvested or produced on the premises, not to exceed six square feet. Directional signs, subject to regulations adopted by the Federal Highway Administration with a to...
	16.4.12 Murals that relate exclusively to a downtown designated under 24 V.S.A. chapter 76A, (please see 10 VSA 494 for specific requirements.)
	16.4.13 Municipal informational and guidance signs (wayfinding signs). The surface area of alternative signs shall not exceed 12 square feet, and the height of such signs shall not exceed 12 feet in height. The proposal shall be approved by the munici...
	16.4.14 Signs displaying a message of congratulations, condolences, birthday wishes, or displaying a message commemorating a personal milestone or event; provided, however, any such message is maintained for not more than two weeks
	16.4.15 sign that is a banner (fabric, cloth, vinyl, or plastic cardboard) erected over a highway right-of-way for not more than 21 days if the bottom of the banner is not less than 16 feet 6 inches above the surface of the highway and is securely fas...

	16.5 Other Exempt Signs
	16.5.1 A sign advertising the sale or lease or rent of real estate by the owner or an agent shall not have an area of more than six square feet, including the panel and the frame. Signs attached to "for sale" or "for lease" signs which state "sold," "...
	16.5.2 A sign displaying the menu of a restaurant business (aka menu board) that is attached to the exterior of the building shall not have an area of more than forty (40) square feet in any district where a restaurant is a permitted or conditional use.
	16.5.3 One (1) promotional sign, including but not limited to a sandwich board sign or advertising banner or streamer, shall not have an area of more than six square feet and must be taken inside the establishment at the close of business and placed o...
	16.5.4 Murals and signs having a historical or cultural significance. This includes but is not limited to, The White Market Coca Cola mural, the Gold Flour ghost mural, and the Bag Balm three-dimensional signs.

	16.6 Prohibited Signs
	16.6.1 Interferes with, imitates or resembles any official traffic control sign, signal or device, or attempts or appears to attempt to direct the movement of traffic.
	16.6.2 Prevents the driver of a motor vehicle from having a clear and unobstructed view of official traffic control signs and approaching or merging traffic.
	16.6.3 Contains, includes or is illuminated by any flashing intermittent or moving lights, or moves or has any animated or moving parts, except that this restriction shall not apply to a traffic control sign, barber poles, theatre marquees that confor...
	16.6.4 Is located upon a tree, or painted or drawn upon a rock or other natural feature, except that this restriction shall not apply to residential directional signs.
	16.6.5 Advertises or calls attention to a business or other activity, or a profession, commodity, product, service or entertainment not on the premises.  Except for those that conform with state law.
	16.6.6 Advertises activities which are illegal under any state or federal law applicable at the location of the sign or of the activities.

	16.7 Illuminated Signs (10 VSA 495)
	16.7.1  Illuminated signs shall be shielded in such a way as to produce no glare, light pollution to the night sky, undue distraction to vehicular traffic, hazard to the surrounding area, or a nuisance to adjoining properties.
	16.7.2  A sign may be illuminated only by a continuous, non-flashing light of a single color. Such lighting must be effectively focused and shielded so that it does not cause undue glare, impair the vision of drivers or illuminate neighboring properties.
	16.7.3 Table 16.13 16.17 shows the Districts whereby Externally and Internally lighted signs are permitted and the allowed hours for lighted signs for each district..
	16.7.4 The period of time a sign may be lit will be determined by the Zoning District in which it falls.  Table 16.13 provides the required time at which signs must be turned off. Any sign not meeting the requirements of Section 16.7 shall require con...

	16.8 Building signs
	16.8.1 No flush-mounted sign erected on a A building sign lies flush to the wall, gable end, roof section or any other part of a structure. A building sign shall not be allowed to extend beyond the overall length of the building the sign is mounted on...
	16.8.2 A building sign on a non-conforming building shall not be considered a non-conforming sign so long as the sign meets the other requirements of these bylaws.
	16.8.3 Any sign not meeting the requirements of Section 16.7.1 shall require a conditional use approval. Building signs count toward the total number and total square footage of signs allowed in each district. The allowed square footage for a building...

	16.9 Protruding Signs Setbacks
	16.9.1 A protruding sign extends outward from the wall of a building. It may be perpendicular to the building wall or at an angle, but its message is intended to be read primarily by people approaching from one or both sides. This includes marquees or...
	16.9.2 Protruding signs count toward the total number and total square footage of signs allowed in each district, summarized in Table 16.17.
	16.9.3 A protruding sign may not extend more than six (6) feet beyond the building wall from which it projects.
	16.9.4 The lowest point on a protruding sign must be at least 7 feet 6 inches above grade.

	16.10 Freestanding Signs Conditional Use
	16.10.1 Freestanding signs are limited to one (1) frame or monument per lot. Lots containing more than one business must not exceed the allowed square footage requirements per the district for all signs within the freestanding sign frame or monument s...
	16.10.2 Measuring for smaller signs within one freestanding frame is shown in Figure 4 (i.e., two 2’x3’ signs equal 12 square feet of signage).
	16.10.3 Freestanding signs count toward the total allowed square footage of signage for each district (see Table 16.17). All freestanding signs must meet the setback requirements detailed in 16.11.
	16.10.4 Freestanding signs must not exceed the sign height maximums for each district (See Table 16.17).

	16.11 Setbacks
	16.11.1 No official business directional sign, on-premise sign, residential directional sign, or exempt sign shall be placed within the road Right of Way; or along any road or street in a manner which obstructs the line of sight for vehicular traffic....
	16.11.2 In cases where a sidewalk exists, the sign must be out of the Right of Way limits of the road, and the sign must be set back at least 4 feet from the non-road side edge of the sidewalk.
	16.11.3 All signs shall meet the required side and rear setbacks for the district in which they are located. Please refer to the Minimum Requirements for Development chart found within these Bylaws for setback requirements.

	16.12 Event Signs
	16.12.1 One (1) special event sign is allowed per lot at one time, including but not limited to banners, streamers, or pennants.
	16.12.2 The one (1) special event sign shall not measure more than 16 square feet.
	16.12.3 An event sign is not a promotional sign (i.e. sandwich board).
	16.12.4 An event sign can be posted for no more than 28 days.
	16.12.5 An event sign is allowed for a maximum of four events per calendar year.

	16.13 Non-conforming Signs
	16.13.1 A nonconforming sign shall not be enlarged, extended, moved, or orientation unless such changes are to bring the sign into more compliance with these regulations by at least 20% of the total measurement the sign is out of compliance (setback, ...
	16.13.2 A nonconforming sign can be maintained, repaired, or replaced in-kind so long as there are no changes in dimension, orientation, location, or quantity. All other changes require a sign permit.
	16.13.3 A nonconforming sign that has been damaged or destroyed by fire or other accident may be reestablished, providing that such repair or replacement occurs within eighteen (18) months of the date of such damage or destruction.
	16.13.4 A nonconforming sign that has been abandoned for more than eighteen (18) months or identifies a business, activity, or product that has not existed at that location for more than eighteen (18) months must be removed.
	16.13.5  A building sign on a non-conforming building shall not be considered a non-conforming sign so long as the sign meets the other requirements of this bylaw.

	16.14  Conditional Use Permits
	16.15 Measurement
	16.15.1 The measurement of a sign’s area shall be the area as measured by the product of its total height and total width, and shall be considered to include all lettering and background which is an element of the sign but not including any support fr...
	16.15.2 The area of one (1) side of a double-faced sign shall be regarded as the total area of the sign as long as the content and size of the faces are the same.  Each face shall be measured individually if the content is different.
	16.15.3 The area of a multi-faced sign shall be measured as the total square footage divided by the number of sides if the contents and size of the faces are the same.  Each face shall be measured individually if the content is different.
	16.15.4 The maximum allowable area of a sign shall include all permanent signs attached, painted, or applied to a building façade (and windows). If an establishment has walls fronting on two (2) or more streets, the sign area for each street shall be ...
	16.15.5 The height measurement for signage shall be from the average existing grade to the highest point of either the sign itself, or the sign posts, whichever was tallest. (Figures 5 & 6)

	16.16  Business Plaza
	16.16.1 In instances where a business plaza is located on an individual property, the property shall be allowed to have a freestanding sign at the maximum size allowed for the district in which the property is located. Refer to 16.10 for measurement s...
	16.16.2 Each individual business within the business plaza shall be allowed building signs at a proportion to the total signage square footage allowed, to be determine by the landholder, and in consideration of preexisting signs on the building.

	16.17 Sign Requirements Table
	16.18 Sign Requirements Table
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