
 

 

TOWN OF LYNDON 
SELECTBOARD MEETING 

VIA ZOOM 
December 20, 2021 

5:35 PM 
 

 
Selectboard                                Press  Public 
Christian Thompson, Chair       Paul Hayes Steve Gray, Bryn Hoffman, Paula Pearce  
Nancy Blankenship      Travis Glodgett (5:45PM), Nicole Gratton (via ZOOM) 
Dan Daley       
 

Christian Thompson called the meeting to order at 5:35 PM. 
 

1. Adjustments to the Agenda: 
There were no adjustments to the agenda. 
 

2. Approval & Signing of Orders drawn on the Treasurer: 
Nancy Blankenship made a motion to approve the orders for weeks #49-50 with the Treasurer to sign. 
Dan Daley seconded, and the motion carried 3-0. 
 

3. Library Budget Presentation:  Bryn Hoffman, Head Librarian and Paula Pearce, Cobleigh Library Treasurer 
were present to discuss the Library’s proposed budget for 2022 and their appropriation request from the 
Town.  Bryn Hoffman began by introducing herself and providing information to the Board regarding 
transitions that have taken place since she began working at the library in the begin of 2021.  She stated that 
much of her time to date has been spent on streamlining the processes at the library.  She mentioned that she 
is quickly learning that the library is less about books and more about providing people a social outlet and a 
warm, safe, open space to spend some time.  Bryn hit on a few highlights in the budget which were the 
creation of a new position, which will be an outreach librarian.  This person will be responsible for 
scheduling the programing and taking care of the organization of the book bike which will be replacing the 
bookmobile for some of the stops within the Village.  Additionally, Ms. Hoffman noted that the library 
would be adjusting some of its traditional spending habits.  The focus of the 2022 budget will start a shift 
toward more e-books and use of Canopy & Libby/Overdrive.  The budgets for books and audio will be cut 
to make up the difference.  Two additional changes which will influence revenues will be that there will 
only be one appeal letter in 2022 and that will go toward the library.  Meanwhile, a restricted fund was set 
up for the bookmobile with the fund from the Edith Bell-Brown Estate.  Overall, the Library proposed 
Budget will increase by $20,000.  The largest line-item increase is Librarian and Staff salaries, which 
increased by $12,000.  The cost of the new position was partially offset by the reduction in staff, as two 
part-time employees’ positions (11 hour and 22 hour) were not filled, while the new full-time Outreach 
position was added.  Ms. Hoffman concluded by saying that the Library Board agreed to a cost-of-living 
increase of 5.9% for the employees, which is the Northeast CPI from November 2020 to November 2021.  
The Library is requesting a 3% increase from $237,650 to $244,750 in their request from the Town of 
Lyndon.  The Selectboard expressed their appreciation for all of Ms. Hoffman’s hard work and the 
improvements to the budget information that was provided.  They also were pleased that the library was 
shifting toward the newer technology such as e-books, Canopy, & Libby-Overdrive.  The Selectboard will 
review the Library’s request as they consider the overall budget for 2022.  
 

4. Sanborn Bridge Update:  Nicole Gratton gave the Board an update regarding the Sanborn Covered Bridge.  
She stated she had been working with the current Bridge owner, Arthur Elliott, and his attorney on a bill of 
sale.  In addition, both the Town’s Attorney and Mr. Elliott’s Attorney are working on determining the 
landownership on the south side of the bridge, as the Town has little interest in the Bridge without access to 
it from both sides.  Mr. Elliott believes he owns 2.3 acres, and he would like $18,000 for the land.  The 



 

 

listers’ office does not show any land owned by Arthur and Jeanne Elliott on the south side of the Bridge, so 
the title search is on-going. Ms. Gratton stated that on the north side there is currently a 25’ wide easement 
that leads from the Bridge to the Northeast Storage property northwest of the Bridge.  She recommended 
approaching Louis J. Buzzi about an easement to gain access the rest of the way out to Stevens Loop.  Ms. 
Gratton further discuss that she had applied for a $100,000 grant through the Preservation Trust of Vermont 
(Bruhn Grant) to begin restoring the Sanborn Bridge.  According to a report by Jan Lewandowski 
restoration of the Sanborn Covered Bridge is likely to reach $1.3 million.  Nicole Gratton informed the 
Board that she was already working on a capital stack with Jenna Lapachinski from the Preservation Trust 
of Vermont and several agencies were already interested in this project including USDA, so while the 
number looks large, she is confident she can get much of the funding covered.  Christian Thompson asked 
about the any headway in removing the large tree which is next to the Bridge.  Nicole Gratton said she had 
received four quotes and was now looking into asking LED to remove the upper limbs which are near a 
power line, and then having either the town or village crew take down the rest of the tree.  Everyone agreed 
landownership was the most crucial factor now whether it was regarding the sale of the Bridge or the 
removal of the tree. 
   

5. Kennametal Update:  Nicole Gratton explained to the Board that she had learned of some potential 
opportunities for the revitalizing the Kennametal site while attending her monthly Brownfields meeting with 
NVDA, EPA, and the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation.  If the Town were interested in 
acquiring the property instead of waiting on a private sale, we could access some funding sources which are 
not available to private sources.  If we would be willing to take on a more pro-active role, Ms. Gratton feels 
like there are interested parties who the Town could partner with who are interested in using the site but 
cannot make this work on their own.  She added that NVDA was a willing partner if the Town were 
interested.  Ms. Gratton is going to forward the information she received from the EPA to the Selectboard 
for their review. 
 

6. Planning Commission Interview:  Travis Glodgett came in to interview with the Selectboard for the open 
seat on the Planning Commission.  He explained his desire to become a bigger part of the community and 
his belief that his background as a business owner was a missing piece on the Planning Commission.  Mr. 
Glodgett explained recently he had spent a lot of time reading and studying both the Town Plan and the 
Zoning Bylaws.  Ms. Blankenship asked if he serves on other board.  Mr. Glodgett explained that this is the 
first time in which he has had time to serve on a board.  His business is closed on Wednesdays and the 
Planning Commission meets on Wednesday evenings, so it is a good fit for him.  It was explained to Mr. 
Glodgett that the term was only for 4 months, and he would need to seek re-appointment at that point in 
time if he were to be appointed now.  The Selectboard agreed that a business presence would be a terrific 
addition to the Planning Commission.  Dan Daley made a motion to appoint Travis Glodgett to the 
remainder of Jacqueline Friend’s term which ends in March 2022.  Nancy Blankenship seconded, and the 
motion carried 3-0. 
   

7. Covered Bridge Ordinance under the Town Ordinance:  Mr. Smith explained the current fine structure for 
hitting either of the covered bridges which still accept traffic in the Town of Lyndon with a vehicle that is 
either overweight or over the height limit.  The Selectboard’s frustration with the Miller’s Run covered 
bridge getting hit on a regular basis has led the Selectboard to reconsider the fine amount for 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 
offenses for companies or individuals hitting the covered bridges.  After some discussion Nancy 
Blankenship proposed the following fine structure for being overweight or over height on either of the 
covered bridges (Miller’s Run & Chamberlin Covered Bridges).  The penalty for first offense $5,000, 
second offense $10,000, third offense $15,000.  Dan Daley seconded, and the motion carried 3-0.  Mr. 
Smith explained that the new ordinance would take effect in 60 days.  
   

8. Delinquent Wastewater Bill Policy:  The Board began discussion on updating the policy for Delinquent 
wastewater bills.  It was decided more information was required from the billing office prior to deciding.  
Nancy Blankenship specifically asked for more information from the Treasurer on the sources available, 
which help people who are struggling to pay their bills.   



 

 

9. Access Permit: 
Dan Daley made a motion to approve a request from Justin Deos to construct a driveway on Urie Drive 350 
feet from the intersection of Urie Drive and Gilman Road on the left side as you are heading from Gilman 
Road with the conditions as stated by the Road Foreman.  Nancy Blankenship seconded, and the motion 
carried 3-0   

 
11.  Other:   Steve Gray provided an update on the Northeast Kingdom Waste Management District. 

 
 
Having no other business, the meeting adjourned at 7:34 PM. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:34 PM  
Minutes taken by Justin Smith  
 


